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MARRATTA WAR. 


T HE Marratta States in the Deccan* are the cirity 
people of Hindoftan who were not effc&ually 
Fubdued, or who did not unanimoufty fubmit to the go- 
vernment, and acknowledge. allegiance as fiefs, to thd 
throne of Delhi. They are, confequently, the only nation 
of note now exifting under the dominion of the Hindoo 
princes. The provinces, or kingdoms of Hindoftan, 
were originally governed by princes, who were diftin- 
guiflied according to eminence and family, under the: 
titles of Sou, or Ram-rajah, Ranab , and Rajah.* The bold 
and brave efforts of refiftance and perfevcrance of theft: 
people, within natural faftefles and inaccefiible moun- 
tains, which, in a manner preferved them from bearing 
the Mogul yoke, may alfo be affigned, with a degree of 
juftice and propriety, as the true caufe of their mar- 
rauding difpofition fince, a continued ncgleft of induf- 
try and agriculture, and an invincible love of arms. 
While, at the fame time, they continue to preferve many 
of thole elevated cuftoms, and obferve with facred and 
even fuperftitious fcruples, the laws of hofpitality in 
the moft expanded fenfe, towards ftrangers and each 
other, which, in former times, fo eminently charafteri* 
fed the civilization, addrefs, police* elegance, and vir-* 
tue of Eaftern nations. 

A It 

* Lefler characters were known by the names of Pailhwa, Sardar, 
Zemindar, Polygar, See. by the Hindoos. .The titles of Vilier, 
Soubah,, Nizam, Nabob,. Omrah, &c. accompanied the Mogul go- 
vernment, and continue in the occupation of Mahomedans only. 
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It is •with them, as in all other countries, that by 
breaking a principal link of the chain, which united a 
number of diftinCt bodies, the mafs is thrown into a- 
narchy and confulion, the union is difinlved, the com- 
pact (which rendered them, as one body, great and 
powerful) is annihilated, and r cach of the component 
parts affumes the prerogatives of' an independent fove- 
reignty. Hence jealoulies, envy, difcords, ufurpations, 
and petty dates arife, without form, power, or in- 
fluence. 

Amidftthefe foreign and inteftine druggies, the Mar- 
rattas continued to yield a tacit kind of allegiance to a 
fupreme head, as Sou, or Ram-rajah , whole throne was 
edablilhed at Setterah. The united power of the chief, 
and his nominal dependants, were extremely great, and 
often alarming to the Emperors of Hindodan. In the 
time of Aliverdi-Cawn’s ulurped Soubahlhipof Bengal, 
they over-ran thofe provinces, having,, through mere, 
dread, obtained the confent of the pufilanimous, in- 
dolent, and effeminate Mahomed Scha, to eftablilh a 
chout* or tribute to be paid annually frpm the Nabob- 
fhip of Bengal, and. ipdeed from the whole empire 5 in 
the fame manner as the great Aurungzebe found'd pru- 
dent, by compofition, to inved them in the Deccan. 
They marked the terror of their arms and depredations 
into the heart of Delhi, and carried off vad treafures ; 

. until, by the cefiion of Catac, in the kingdom of O- . 
rixa, and a chout of twelve lacks of rupees annually,, 
a peace and treaty were concluded between Aliverdi- 
Cawn and them, in 1750. 

The Marratta revenues, taken disjunctively, were 
originally enormous. Before the ufurpation and rapid 
• fuccefs df that foldier of fortune, Hyder-Alli-Cawn, in 

the 

* Chut implies a-quarter of 1 ' the territorial revenue. 
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the kingdom of Myfore, anti around ir, the whole might 
have bordered upon frvrntcrn crorcs of rupees, or fc- 
vrntcen millions of Britifh pounds. It is computed, 
th.tr, now, they enjoy an annual revenue, equal to about 
twelve millions Haling. Their military ellabliOimcnr, 
which is compolcd of cavalry, may yet be equal to 
•500,000 ; but tliclc arc not to be regarded as regulars, 
or permanent troops, but as an cllablifhcd militia. 7 ' he 
Sou, or Ram-rajah, by virtue of the treaty with Au- 
rengzebe, and bv the Hindoo tenures, has power to 
order out the troops of his tributaries, as often as the 
Hate requires their fervice. It is a circumftancc mate- 
rial to be underload, in judging of the Mamma force, 
that it is an invariable cuftom among them, when an 
expedition is concluded, for the troops to retire with 
what plunder they may have feized, to their rcfpc&ive 
abodes, leaving only the houfchold forces with the 
chiefs. And when their fcrviccs ate again wanted, they 
arc fummoned by letters, directed to the chief ofliccr 
of each village, or dUlritt, fo that they arc rc-aficmblcd 
in a week or ten days. The Marratta territory may 
properly be faid to extend, fca-ward, from Travancorc 
near Cape Comorin, at the fouthern extremity of the 
pcninfula, to the river P.iddar, which difeharges itlelf 
in the Gulf of Scindy, and which divides Guzzerat from 
the l?erfian dominions, except the Marratta territory 
lately ufurped by Hydcr-Alli-Cawn. They arc bound- 
ed by the Carnatic, the Company’s northern Circars, 
and the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck/ ro the 
Eaft, except the province of Catac, which carries their 
pofleflions, irregularly, to the Bay of Bengal ; and the 
river Jumna, with the provinces of the Mogul empire, 
terminate their boundary to the North. 

A z 


0 The Soubah of the Dcccan-Baaalet-Jung. 


The 
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The Sou, of. Ram-rajah, exifts now but in name. 
Nana-royv,' father of the .late: Mada-row and’ Naram- 
row, and brother to the prefent Roganaut-row, (com- 
monly known by the name of Ra^aba) fcized the reins 
of government, ahd the perfon of the Ram-rajah; 'at 
‘ the - fame inftant. ' The revolution was favoured: by the 
religious Brahmin caft of the ufurper. The govern- 
ment he adminiftered under the title of Paijhwd t or 
Prime Minifter, arid the prince he confined in'a fortrefs 
near Setterah, the metropolis. In this politico, the 
prelent young Ram-rajah, and the government of the 
jVlarratta ftate, continue to this day. Johogec Boofla, 
or Bouncpllb, the father, or immediate predeccfipr,* of 
Moodajee Boofla, Rajah of Berar, was a pretender to 
th'e fovereignty, as one of the hearefl: of Icin ’to the con- 
fined Rani-rajah. And Roganaut-row was a pretender 
to' the Paifhwa-ftiip,. even during the life-time of his 
nephew IVJada-row,' for which Mada-row kept him un- 
der corifiriement, until, forefeeing his own approaching 
idiffolution; and dreading the crafty intrigujng difpofi- 
tion of the uncle, even in confinement, to the prejudice 
; of the lineal fucceflbr Narain-row,' whofe youth and 
inexperience might expofe him’ to fn'ares and plots, 
thought it’moil' advifable to releafe' Roganaut-row, : and 
effect a reconciliation. Accordingly, having, to all ap- 
pearances, fettled meafures, and removed . uricafinefles, 
he' placed' the hands of the youth into thofe of the un- 
cle, "and iKedding tears of joy and fatisfadtion, faid. 
That he infrufted and recommended the young man, 
and earneftiy belought die uncle’s tender care, protec- 
tion, and advice to him, , in the adminiftration of go- 
vernment.' A proiriife which Roganaut-row obferved 
no longer’ tfyari, by his wiles, he could procure aflaffios, 
who cut the nephew to pieces^ in the falfe arms of an 

uncle^ 

.• The right of Moodajee Boofla, in his own perfon, tp the Ra- 
jafhip of Berar, has lately ,bcen challenged by his beft friend, Mr. 
Xiafangs. 
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uncle, who thus had no competitor remaining in his 
own family to the Pailhwa-fhip. Mada-row died in 
November, 1772 *, and Narain-row >vas allowed to live 
until the September following, and the 23d year of his 
age. 

The death of Narain-row being lamented, and the 
unnatural manner execrated by the generality of people, 
Roganaut-row’s fucceflion .was oppofed powerfully. Di- 
vifions became formidable. At laft the oppofition pre- 
vailed, and the barbarous parricide, Roganaut-row, was 
obliged to fly. Unhappily, he directed his courfe to the 
ifland of Bombay, where protedlioii was granted him, 
in confideration of a promife of flattering conceflions, 
which he had neither the power nor rightto perform: 

The afylum thus accorded to Roganaut-row, very 
juftly incenfed the Marrattas on the one hand, while, 
on the other,' it amufed with a profpedt of valuable con- 
ceflions of territory, together with the ufual lpoils and 
fuperb acknowledgments which- Indian revolutions pre- 
fen ted to the ambitious views of fuccefsful allies, infti-- 
gated both fides to commence hoftilities, apparently 
with mutual good-will, and ilimulated appetites. 

« 

The marine of Bombay bravely fuftained the troops 
in reducing the ifland of Salfette, after confiderable lofs 
to the aflailants 5 while the reduction of Baroach coft 
the life of one of the beft and braveft officers that be- 
longed to either the Britifh army or the Company’s fer- 
vice, in the death of General V^edderburne. The Com- 
pany felt the lofs foon thereafter, by. the .defeat of the 
Bombay army, under Colonel Keating. Happily, how- 
ever, by means of the eftablifhed enmity between the 
Marrattas and' Hyder-Alli-Cawn, feyeral jealoufies and 
heart-burnings between the principal and lefferftates, 
jjnd.divifidhs in the Poonali Council, the Marratta so- 

yernment 
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vernment was, at tms time, fo divided, thatthey'fliewed 
a feriods difpofition to preferve the friendfliip and alli- 
ance of the Cbmpany, in preference-' to all other con- 
nexions ; provided the murderer, Roganaut-row, was 
not fupported by them, in an unjuft claim, to fully and 
contaminate the Company’s reputation and fame, by a 
condud diametrically oppofite to the generally received 
opinion, which, until of late, had been uhiformly en- 
tertained of the Britilh nation in India. 

- y • • ‘ 

> I , 

■ Had .the government of thd Company in India the 
difcernment common even to inferior politicians, they 
would rather have encouraged thofe enmities, jealou- 
fies, and inteftine divifions, than by a feries of ambitious 
and mercenary plans andufurparions, and a fupport o'f 
bad charaders in iniquitous pretenfions, to compel the 
contending powers, and jarring parties, . to unite in the 
general defence of each other, and' their .'rights, as a 
common caufe. . . ‘ . 

* k „ . ■' * * * " *.** # f * *• * 

* . 

~ In this. plight were the Company involved with the 
Marratta ftate, when the new' government, compofed 
of Mr. Haftihgs,' General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
Mr. Banvell, -and Mr. Francis,' commenced,' in Octo- 
ber, 1^74. . The newly- arrived members (General 
Glaveririgv .Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis) entered 
upon the v duty,affigned to them by their country and 
the Company .with alacrity, with fentiments ftrongly 
impregnated'" with true patriotifm and juftice, “and with 
views Tolely direded to the recovery of the Company’s 
affairs from th& : ftate of embarraffed confufxon, debt, . 
and difcredit, ‘into which the preceding mal-adminiftra- 
tion of their principal fer.vants' had undutifully plunged 
them.- After feleding the nioft intelligent, and merito- 
rious fervants,’.to adminifter in the fubordinate ftations 
of government, they feverely', reprehended the Rohilla 
war, as barbarous, unijuft, and impolitic j* reprobated. 
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in plain and dircdl terms, the treaty with Sujah-ul-dow- 
la, and improved upon it with princely advantages in 
the line at finance and military cflablilhmcnt, in favour 
of the Company. The fpirit of humanity, juilice, and 
ccconomY, breathing in every articulation and action, 
which this uncorruptcd majority uttered and perform- 
ed ; they availed themfelvcr, of the extended fuperiority 
which the adt of parliament gave them in certain cafes, 
over the other Prcfidcncies, and lent Colonel Upton 
upon an embafiy, to ncgociatc an honourable peace 
with the Marratta court-, which was at length con- 
cluded and ratified, upon the lirft of March, 1 
under the title of the Poorundcr, and fumetimes the 
Poonah, treaty. 

By this treaty, Salfcttc, Baroach, and other diftricls 
in the Guzzerat provinces, were ceded to the Compa- 
ny *, they were to be paid twelve lacks of rupees in 
tlirce fixed terms, to defray the charges of the war, to 
fccurc which fcveral pergunnahs were delivered up in 
mortgage pofil-fiion; and Sn extent of territory, of the- 
annual value of three lacks, adjoining, or near to Ba- 
roach. And, on the other hand, Roganaut-rmv was 
to be provided for, according to his rank and preten- 
ftons, in a private line, and to withdraw from Bombay ; 
and that no protedtion or affiftance was to be given to 
him, or any other fubjedt or fervant of the Marratta 
ftatc, who may caufe any difturbance or rebellion in 
the country. 

Whether the conditions in this treaty were obferved 
by the contracting parties, whether the proper methods 
were ufed for carrying them into execution, or for a- 
voiding a war, or whether the laws of good faith, jus- 
tice, and policy, were obferved in the lupreme Britifh. 
Councilor India, and the Prcfidency of Bombay, will 
appear in the following ingenuous and authentic ftatc , 
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of fadts, abftradt'cd from uncontefted records. Certain, 1 
however, it is, that the evi{ originated in the non-per- 
formance of that treaty, and the extraordinary proceed- 
ings thereon j that the Marratta' government Ihewed' 
every pofllble difpofition to preferve the friend fhip, and" 
to maintain an alliance with'.'thc Englifh $ that a breath' 
of public faith,* and an infatiable thirft for power and 
unbounded monarchy, fo apparent in every mcafurc of' 
the’ Company’s fervants, united the difeordant Mafratta' 
ftates, and jarring members of the adminiftratiori'm’ 
Poonah, Hyder-AlH-Cawri, the Soubah of the Deccan, 
the Rajah of Berar, Nudjiff-Cav/n, arid all' the letter 
powers of India, into a combined, determined Com- 
padt, andclofe affociation, to refill, oppofe, and reduce 
the extravagant views and pretenfions of the Com- 
pany’s leading adminiftration in’ Afia j thatj urgcd'by 
the fame dread, the native po'Wfers, in defpe'ration, dif-' 
covered inclinations to hcafk'eri 'to the overtures . of’ 
Prance, looking wUhfully and’ an'xioufly ' with impa- 
tience, for the day of deliverance from the fcOUrge of' 
tyranny, and the iron hand ' of' oppreifion'; that thefe 
fadts have, it is faid, been known to the Court of Di- 
redtors, and to the. King’s min iftels, by the' polfelfiOn * 
of authentic. materials } tHati by this'ralb, dilbori'pu'ra- 
ble, and unwarrantable war, the Company have had ' 
their treafures- wafted, their credit ruined, and their re- 
putation for arms atmoft. irretrievably loft j that the; 
Marrattas diftinguilhed more temper, moderation, arid 
good faith, throughout this , unlucky bufinefs, ‘particu- 
larly when vidtory gave them'a carte* blanche, than could 
have been expedted froni a people of a more pacific 
difpofition, and to whom the oppofite qualities are af- 
cribed charadteriftically. And that it is too evident, 
from appearances,- however artfully difgu’ifed,’ that a 
train of dilgraccful’and diftreffing cvcnts,'were original 
objcdfcs of the adting adminiftration from the begihriing, 
influenced by finifter views, founded upon ambition. 
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by unabating keen refentmenc for imaginary ptfefef- 
cnccs, and by an implacable, unremitting oppofitio'rf 
to every meafure of the majority in the life-time of Ge- 
neral Clavering and Colonel Monlon, particularly the 
treaty of Poonah, which they were bent upon over- 
turning, at all hazards. There are rcafons to imagine* ' 
that it was propofed to derive fomfe obliqUc juftificatiort 
of the Rohilla war, from the unfavourable effects of 
an ill- conducted Marratta war: 

Roganaur-rowj under the protection of the Bombay 
government, entered into intrigues, and fomented par- 
ties and diflentions in the adminiftratioh of Poonah,- 
until at length, lie procured an infatuated dcceptiori 
upon the Ample credulity of the unfufpeftirig Refident, 
Mr. Moftyn, who in confequence of his own cafy faith, 
as eafily mifled the willing minds of the Prelidency of 
Bombay into a belief of what they fo eagerly wiflied. 

- The Governor General*. Mr. Haftings, introduced 
the fubjeCt at the fupreme board, upon the 28th day 
of January 177S* in a very long minute, wherein; 1 
among a variety of other matters* he complained bit-i 
terly of the ftlence and remiffnefs of the Prefidency of 
Bombay, although Mr. Moftyn had had feveral confer- 
ences with the Poonah minifters, who continued to' 
complain that RoganaUt-row was flill entertained at 
Bombay* in violation of orders from the fupreme board; 
He added, that new fources of uneafirtefs had arifen, iri 
the extraordinary countenance afforded to the Cheva- 
lier St. Lubin and Mr. Bolts* by the coutt of poonah ; 
one as agent to the crown of France* the ctHeir as re~ 
prefentative of the Hotife of Auftfia. That if reporc 
could' be believed, written engagements had paffed be- 4 
tween them and Monfieur St. Lubin, ** the 'objeSl of 
“ which, whatever it be, muji if attained, provi dejtfuc- 

B u tivi 
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* e the' to the trade of the Englijh Company , and to the Bri- 

tijh influence in India * 

Thefe being the ideas which Mr. Haftings laboured , 
to.imprefs on the minds of his fellow*counfell6rs, • as 
an evil which threatened deftru&ion, r by : the alarming 
power of the Marrattas~As awife and faithful fervant' 
and fubjeft, wopld it not have been more confident, 
and infinitely more juft .and political, to- have accoiri- 
niodated the breach, and applied a' healin'g balfami to 
the fore, by an obfervance of the late treaty, -and good 
faith, tfiab wantonly to urge a dangerous,' expcnfive', 
anduhjuftwar? •'•••* (sT;: 

At the fame moment, Mr. Haftingsacknowledged, 

“ that although he ’believed r the Marrhtld powers unallied 
<e with Other f ates, ■■ unable to "cop e ■ with the Company's 
" power, [at Bombay , ‘jet fufiained by the 'French, (they are 
“ qualified to refufe acqtiiefcence to our demands V which de- 
tc mauds? the pbffeffioii off he iflahd of Bajfeen offers, its the 
« only p'rofpeft of id fecufi'ty y \that no obligation precludes tis 
“ from demanding it,' ’ndrcan any blame be juJtly imputedVo 
lt ' us, if as ! ihe Superior Power, ; c welprefcHbe: the- terms, 

“ were they ' even iridri unequal than thefe are', on ’ which ’we 
“ are willing, to releafe both parties^ ‘from’ that dangerous 
** point op which they; fiuttiidted, bei&een war arid peace, 
tc during a long interval of two years,' and are likely tocbii- 
<l timie there;- unlefs one fide 'affuines the right - of decifioii.” 


* Hyder-Alli having rcfcntcd the prefers :of;St.;l/ubin . to 'the 
Marrattas/ and. the Marrams unwilling to- irritatethc.Englifh, no . 
conccflion or trcuy whatfoevcr wps entered into with Mr. St. Lubin, 
and he was cxprefsly defired to' withdraw ‘from Poohah. * Me had had 
partisans there who wiftied to promote his Views*.' u He' went to Ily- 
cScr-Alli, and the refufal of the Marratta government contributed to 
facilitate the treaty, and the ccilion of the port of Mangalore, This ’ 
was, and is the faft. 
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- In this paffage of his minute^ Mr. Haftings unguard* 
edly avows fadts, which in diredt terms condemn his 
own deliberate meafurcs. The. ex ten five advantages 
which a French alliance would yield to the Marrattas, 
fliould have induced him to treat upon more liberal, 
equal, and juft principles, as the moft likely means of 
overfetting the fufpe&ed treaty with St. Lubin. He 
avows, . “ danger to both Jides” and a confeffion tanta- 
mount to its having been a ftudied impending ma- 
noeuvre in his political fyftem, “ for a long interval of 
two years” which .comprehends the intire time that 
the ; Poonah treaty had exiftence. According to his 
profefled maxims, “ the fword and not juftice , jhould de~ 
“ cide the point of right” in an iffue in which the Com- 
pany had ybotiajide, no concern, and became unnecef- 
farily and. imprudently, officious mfedlers, The great 
and, acknowledged abilities of Mr. Haftings, and par- 
ticularly the Angular talent which he, has acquired in 
writing, are circumftances which, upon a critical re- 
view and examination of his minutes and general con- 
duit,- firice his return with power to India, .will, upon 
many.occafions, condemn himfelf, even more than the 
mafterlyipens of his opponents. The art of evafion, 
and equivocation, for the purpofes of veiling or difguif- 
ihg thereaf meafures taken, or meant to be, taken, are * 
too confpicuous not to create fufpicions of the matters 
thus^meant to be-fupported or defended. Plain, ine- 
quivocal fadts* carry convidtion. where the ground is 
really found, and the meafures themfelves diredted to 
wife and falutary purpofes •, but when the mind is con- 
lcious of having betrayed truft, or is perverfely bent 
upon, and determined,’ to guide and enforce meafures, 
whether right or wrong, by the exercife of power_abu- 
fed iand'-mifapplied, the faculties of evafion; equivoca- 
tion,, and conl^uently of perve^ are employed with 
dangerous and alarming advantages in the.fupreme: ma- 
giftrate of a remote government, vefted virirh civil, mi- 

B 2 litary, 
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litary, political, .and commercial powers. The sjrgn- 
ments and reafonings expreffed' in the minutes of Mr; 
Mailings, upon this and other important fubjcfls, fince 
the treaty of Benaras; contain fuch paipablc contradic- 
tions to each other, and duplicity of fentiment, as are 
fufficient, without the able oppofitipn they 'have had to 
pneounter, to condemn the whole. And the inattention 
pf the Diredors to thefe fubjeefcs, regijkrlytranfmitted 
to them, nearly eflabliihes an unplea'fant truth,' that 'al r 
though charged with a trull of mtignipude and dignify, 
they feared y ever read the procecdtngsof their fer van ts, 
on the moll important concerns pi the Cotapany am} 
pation, in India. " ■!>' v, /. * 

The Governor proppfed a plan, compofcd of ten arr 
tides, 'as the terms to be afked and infilled upon frorn 
ithe Marrattas, and being oppofed by Mr. Francis and 
Mr. Whcicr,' the confideracion was put off- till- the day 
following. 

. t 

tyjS, January zgth. On which day, the Governor 
laid before the Board, a letcer from the Prefidpncy of 
Bombay, concerning, the fubjed of yelterday’s com- 
plaint’.' In this letter, dated the iath December, 1 77^, 
they givenotice of an offer made by fome members of 
the minillerial party at Poon^h, to retaliate Roganaut- 
row, and of thejr own determination to accept liich of- 
fer, whenever it fhould be authenticated. by a direfl en- 
gagemehc from the m millers, and to march with Roga-. 
anauc-iow; toeftablilh him in the Pailhwa-lhip of Poo- 
nah.by force of arms. They condemn the countenance 
given to Mr. Bolts, as well as to Mr; St. Lubin, and a- 
mufe thcmfdves with the greater affurance of fuccefs in 
favour of Roganaut-row, as they exped afliftance from 
Hyder-Alii-Cawn, who profefTes a fricndlhipfor that par- 
ty i aji advantage which , however, tl*y nrgU.thd 10 improve; 
A nd.thc Go- vernor reduced the propolitions of yefter- 

# • 1 
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day from ten to five articles* without any material vari- 
ation in point of matter, to the following purport, viz. 

I. That fuch reafonable and pra&icable fecurity be 
obtained for the pcrfonal fafety of Roganaut-row, as 
Rcganaut- row bimfelf flail require. 

II. That , a fpecific fum be demanded to reimburfe 
the company for the military charge, which may be in- 
curred by that interpofition. 

III. That the fort and diftritt of Baffeen be ceded in 
perpetuity to the Company. 

, IV. That an additional grant of territory be made ad- 
jacent to Baffeen and Bombay, in exchange for Baroach, 
and the lands ceded by Eutta-Sing-Guiacawar, and from 
the pergunnahs of Hanfood, Aumood, and Defborah. . 

V. That no European fettlement be allowed on any 
of the maritime coafts of the Marratta dominions, with- 
cut the conftnt of the fupr.em: council. ■previoifly obtained. 

Thefe demands were fufficiently imperious and dic- 
tatorial, to a powerful independant ftate;. but the gth 
of the propofitions of yefterday, contained a more im- 
perious tone, in thefe terms : tl That, thefe propofals be con-r 

V vtyed by letter to the prefent Paifbwa ; that his anfioer 
44 be required , without condition or referve, to each ar - 
• ‘ tick •, and that this government flail take its final refo- 
“ Itttion, to abide . by the treaty, as it flail fiand .confirmed 
“ by his anfioer, or' to confider it as annulled and invalidated 

V by them P 

It is worthy, of obfervation, that at a juncture fo con- 
feffedly critical, notwithftanding-.the o.bjedtionable pare 
of Mr. Bolt’s, political conduct, recorded on the pro- 
ceedings 



( H ) 

ceedings in Bombay, and the pofitivc injunctions of the 
Company concerning, his objcCfc.in India, the very lead- 
ing members of that government, afforded him the moffc 
eflentialafliftance in his undertakings, . of which the, (hip 
Louifa;' and her cargoes to and from China, furni/hed 
the cleareft evidence. And .it is fomewnat extraordinary, . 
that however impolitic it might prove, to eftabljfli the 
avowed friend, and partizan of Hyder-Alli-Cawn^at the 
head of the Marratta government, yet, as. they had.de- 
termined upon the irieafure, they fhould -certainly have 
formed, fome plan of accommodation, to which Hyder 
Ihould engage,;, as.’ ia party j although, upon every' pof- 
fible; principle of good policy, the. Marratta aljiance .was 
a more natural and beneficial connection . to the Com- 
pany, and more to be depended upon, than an afpiring, 
ambitious ufurper, whole enmity to the Englifli, and 
theif allies, was as firmly footed as that which he enter-, 
tained'for the Marrattas. ’ It would therefore have been 
the effence of good policy, in the Company’s fervants, 
to ' have made ufe of their influence in preferying 
the divifiqh, and countenancing the jcaloufies, of two 
ftates,; ! wH6fe junction of power, fhou’ld it ever happen, 
would effectually crulh.and deftroy all the future. prof-. 
peCis of the Britifli nation in Hindoftan. ' • ■* 

» , , , 

■ Mr. Francis entered a formal protefl: againfl the Bom- 
bay proceedings •, doubted the flneerity of the confer- 
ence between Mr. Lewis (the afliftant refident at Poo- 
nah) and Amunt-row, for the reftoration of Roganaut- 
row-, urged the propriety of a ftcady i adherence to the 
Company’s general inftruCtions, and particularly to their 
Ycprehenfive letter of i?.th April, 1775, addrefled.to 
the Presidency of Bombay : He v/jfhed, he faid, to ob- 
tain the right and poffiflion of Bafleen for the Company, 

“ by an amicable negotiation of exchange , or pur chafe %' but 
declared, “ that even bis .views were cooledi by the. lit tie 
** utility in point of revjmie , arifing from the conjueft of 
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<£ Salfctte.” * His rcafons throughout are clear, judi- 
cious, and predi&ory of what followed. Mr. Wilder 
.manifcfted the warmth of zeal and duty, in oppofition 
to the proceedings in Bombay, as having an immediate 
tendency to confumc the Company’s revenues, and to 
involve their means and reputation in diftrefs and ruin, f 

Upon the 2d February, 1778, Mr. Haftings’s pro- 
posals were re-confidered •, oppofed, as before, by Mr. 
Francis and Mr.Wheler, and carried by the Governor’s 
cafthig vole, to fupport Roganaiit-row, in dire# viola- 
tion of the Poorunder treaty ; and, with three additi- 
onal articles, were ordered to be difpatched to thePrc- 
fidency of Bombay, for their government. 

f The Governor then propofed, to take the opinion of 
General Stibbert on the fending a reinforcement, . over 
the' continent to Bombay, and the confequent neceffity 
of augmenting the Sepoy corps: He alfo propofed a 
letter to Madras, to induce that Prefidencyto reinforce 
the Bombay army from thence; and at the fame inftant, 
tharhe continued with confidence, to alfert,' “ that, the 
<l Presidency of Bengal is,, and will be, in a condition to 
** ajfift Bombay abundantly , with men and nioney , to carry 
“ on. the Marratta war” he ftated the Bombay army 
thus: ‘ ’ 

Artillery, Tank and file. ,261,' . 

European infantry 7 ^, 3 ! 

Sepoy infantry - ' • - 5621' '. 

Irregulars - - ' 1231V' 

( ■ j . * f' 

.A' force which he thought able to carry, all thcn^ nui-. 
tile purpofes into' execution, without any afliftanceirom 
' ' ' ‘ ’ "'Bengal 

* * -It is confidently alledged,' that’ the prdfent clear revenue of Sal- 
fette', ; is-,far'.lhort of .the real: advantages.it yielded in the line of 
commerce, when it was in the pofleflion of the Marrattas. 
f Vide the Company’s records, for thefe minutes. 
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Bengal of Madras* an opinion which he ftruggled to 
enforce, . by comparing it with the force of Bengal at 
the battle of Plaffey, and againft the Scha Zadda * : with 
Colonel.Forde’s expedition againft Mafulipatnam * and 
confiderably greater, than when unfupported by coun; 
try powers, the troops of Bengal wrefted the province^ 
and Soubafhip from Coffim-Alli-C'awn. And .thus, he 
affected to draw the fame fuccefsfurcoriclufions in the ’ 
prefent affair, without confidering, that the Marrattas 
are profeffionally arid conftitutiorialjy, a warlike na- 
tion ; whereas the Bengalee’s arc the moft timidi irre- 
folute, and- indolent part of the human fpecies. He 
might alfo, have confidered that Fortune has proved 
herfelf as fickle and inconftant, in the decifion of arms, 
as in the difpenfation of other fortuitous events, which 
affeft empires, ftates, focieties, and individuals;- He ’ 
computed the diftancefrom Bombay to Poonah at only 
four days march 5 that the 'friends of Roganaut-row 
were encamped in the neighbourhood of Poonah with 
20,000 horfe, and that his opponents', together with- the r 
main Marratta army, were engaged hoftilely againft 
Hyder-Alli-Cawnon the banks of the Kiftna-, therefore 
could not afiift againft the friends and meafures'of Ro- 
ganaut-row. 

How unfortunate was Mr. Haftings, as well inhis’ 
fecret intelligence, as in his conjectures* if they were 
fucb as be exprejjedl The Bombay army were not 
within two days march of Poonah, after having been 
about 'fifty days in their progrefs,* without any hof- 
tile obftru&ion, before they were totally defeated, 
and' forced to a difgraceful humiliation, and a carte- 
blanche. There was not a man in the civil or military 

admini- 

'■* The expedition moved' from Bombay on the 2zd of November, 
and after three or foar days fcimifliing, they capitulated at War- 
gaum on the 16th of January, diftance- about wen ty- fire or thirty 
miles from Poonah. 
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ad minift ration of the Marratta government, eitfier ifi 
thought or n&ion, ready to cfpoufe the caufe of Roga- 
naut-row •, bur, on the contrary; the whole body of 
the people, in every Ration, feemed unanimous to op- 
pofe him, and the plan and meafure he had adopted ; 
and when it came to the teft, the Bombay army found 
lb numerous a force to oppofe their approaches, that 
they were furrounded, and hemmed in at all quarters* 
by fuch a body of troops, that it proved the Marratta 
main army were not on the banks of the Kiftna. By 
this rule of judging, are not the following queries di- 
rectly applicable i Is not the Governor General, by 
the countenance which he gave, and fallacious repre- • 
fentations made by him, by which the Prefidency of 
Bombay were not only encouraged, but juftifkd, and 
even fpirited on, culpable in a greater degree than as 
an acceflary ? And is he not immediately and diredtly 
anfwerable, with his fortune and perfon, to the Com- 
pany and Britifti nation, for all the treafure and troops 
which have been loft unneceflarily, and the difrepute 
and diferedit brought on the Company and the nation, 
by the unwarrantable and wanton manner in which he' 
forced the Company into the Marratta war £ — The 
mode of approbation, by the Supreme Council, and the 
conditions which accompanied it, as requifitions inad- 
mifiable by the Marrattas, are material juftifications of 
the Bombay gentlemen, againft cenfures which other- 
wife fhould have irretrievably cruflied them. Mr. Haft- 
ings’s inconfiftency, or whatever other definition it may., 
admit of, appears in a reply to the eighth paragraph of 
Mr. Francis’s minute. He propofed, te to enter into a 
* e war with the moft powerful Jlate in Hindojtan , who 
44 he conjeRured were in alliance voith Ffacnce, as the 
44 means of defeating the views of France and Spain.** 
Inftead of endeavouring to make that “ moft powerful 
44 Jlate” forfake the alliance of France, and become 
• the faithful friends and' allies of the BritUh nation* 

G and 
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and thus render the. Company’s pofleflions fo lecurc, 
that the whole .power and force of Britain might be di- 
rected elfcwhere, with cffcCt, again ft its enemies. — 
The Marrattas offered to fettle a jaghire of five lacks 
of rupees annually on Roganaut-row, provided he 
would withdraw to Benaras, under the Englifh pro- 
tection. This Mr. Haftings oppofed, and by that 
means, refufed peace and fecurity, together with the 
reception of about ,£.60,000 fterling annually, in fpecic, 
from a country with which the Company have no mer- 
cantile intercourfe from Bengal or Bahar. 

The 9th of February, Mr. Haftings informed the 
Board, that by private intelligence, he had received 
affurance of Governor Bellecombe’s departure from 
Pondichery to the Malabar Conft, with a defign to 
receive folerhn poflcflion of the port of Choul, on the 
part of France, in confcquence of a ceflion thereof by 
the Marrattas. The truth was, that Monf. Bellccombc 
made a tour to Mahc in the Brilliante man of war, and 
doubtlefs had in. view, to'aflift Mr. St. Lubin, in 
forming and concluding treaties with the Marrattas and 
Hyder-Alli Cawn. But the port of Choul never had 
been, either the objeCl: of his expedition, nor the pro- 
bable conccflion on the part of a ftatc, already too 
jealous and lufpicious of European influence and in- 
trigues in their vicinity. 

On the 23d of February, Mr. Haflings prefented a 
letter from Bombay of the 20th January, on which, 
it would Jeem, that he founded his motion for march- 
ing a detachment over land to reinforce the Bombay 
army. Mr. Francis and Mr. Wilder perflfted to op- 
pofe ir, and protefted in the flrongeft terms againft the 
rcfolves of the majority.* The Governor’s double 

vote 


Vitle ih: minutes upon rccorJ. 
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vote, and the fingle one of Mr. Barwell, having over^ 
ruled the two (ingle votes of their opponents, a detach- 
ment under the command of Colonel Matthew Leflie 
was refolved upon-, to confifl of 

Officers ----- 103 
Troops - - - - 6,624 

Servants - - - 19,729 

Bazar people - - 12,000. - 

38>456 

Here was an army of 6727 troops only, and a'fuite 
of . 31,729 fervants and futlers, ordered to encounter 
an unexplored country, * inhabited by a warlike peo- 
ple, . inimical to the Company , occupying faftefiesand 
defiles, and interfered by large navigable rivers, which 
would continually expofe the army to be cut off by the 
fwora, reduced by famine, or perifh in the hofpitals. 

* * » 1 4 ' * 

.’.A .letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4th 
July, 1777, to the Prefidency of Bombay, - having ar- 
rived.. in Calcutta on the 12th March, 1778^ " parti- 
,c ctilarly and pofitivdy confirming the treaty made by Co-. 
“ l one} Upton with the Marrdttas, and ordering a fir til 
“ adherence to it ; recommending fptcial vigilance, wbilft 
“ Ragoba was at Bombay , that he formed no plans, again fi 
“ what, is called the miidfieri'al parly at Poona h •, and po- 
** ft lively commanding , that no intervention or fcheme. in 
his favour , fioall be entered' into , without the previous 
“ confcnt of, the Supreme Council,; or Court of Directors. 
At the fame time, faying, “ that' common humanity war - 
“ ranted the proteSlion'of Ragoba' s perjon from violence 
No. council being then fitting, or to fit in the rotation 
of bufinefs until the Monday following, and the de- 

C 2 tachment 


* Comprehending a fpacc of 1 500 miles; 



( ab ) 

tachmcnt under Colonel Leflie being under orders to 
march, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler add reded the 
Governor General by letter on the fame, day, urging 
the Board to countermand the march, but without 
cfife£t. 

On the * 3 ill March, a letter to the Prcfidcncy of 
Bombay, drawn up by Mr. Mailings, was laid before 
the Bit.it d, conlilling of orders and inlcru&ions for the 
guidance of that Piefldency. 'This lctt«:r is enveloped 
with it much art and fubrijry, that though the writer’s 
judgment mult be condemned upon the lace of every 
lad, yet a perfon unacquainted with the hillory, his 
views, and abilities in rhat v/ay, would be apt to ac- 
quit him of having had intentions diredly foreign to 
the language exprclTed, It is like the horizontal plan 
or bale of a rugged or hilly country, laid down by out- 
lines upon ; a lair Iheet of paper, which deceives the 
eye into a belief, that the country is as flat and level as 
it appears represented on the paper. — It lets out with 
an abllvad of the Company’s lalt recited letter, which 
in the 6/jth paragraph Utongiy ’deflres the pbfervancc of 
the treaty t and in the fame breath, he charges the Mar* 
rattas with an abfolute violation of every article in the 
treaty, wirh forming French cohnedions *, and infi- 
nu ues a Ann hope, that the fpirit of the lncafuie* con- 
veyed in the ptdrnt letter of infl.rud.ion, lhall have 
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The ift requires a peremptory demand -,of a coun- 
try of three complete lacks of rupees annual revenue, 
near. Baroach - and in cafe of non-conformity, to de-.-. 
clarc it a violation of treaty. 

The ad requires a peremptory demand of the imme- 
diate payment of twelve lacks of rupees ; and injcafe 
of non-compliance, to declare it a violation of treaty. - 

The 3d orders them to keep polfeffion of the feverai , 
villages, and pergunnahs ceded to the, pompany by . 
Futta-Sing-Guicawar, as the Marrattas have uegkSied to . 
produce proofs of Fult a- Sing's incapacity to make fuch' 
ceffion. 

The 4th directs them, to remon fixate- againft the 
countenance afforded to Mr. St. Lubin; the engage- 
ments entered into with him •, the grant of the port of: 
Choul ; and to demand a clear and fatisfattory expla-. 
nation of their intentions in regard to France.— And 
to declare, that the Englifh Company fhall take fuch 
meafures as prudence fhall dictate for the future fafety 
of their interefts and pofTefiions. The Governor con- 
defeended to acknowledge on this fubjeft, — “ 2 Fat he 
“ regarded the Marrattas as the only 3 native , , and the French 
** as the only foreign power in India , capable of affebiing the 
ft influence which thcBritifh nation bad acquired in it* The 
** former having been rendered incapable by • internal diflrac- 
“ iiou,j and the inequality of their numbers to European dif- 
tc cipline j and the latter , by the want of territorial pro- 
“ perty, or any to fupply it.— That therefore an alliance be- 
tweett them would at once relieve all their mutual wants , 
“ and afford them all the requifites to difpute with its on equal 

tl terms 


w Yet he laboured to unite thefe two powers,, which were feve~ 
rally capable of affefling the BritiJh influence. 

t Which diftraftions, his meafures have healed, and effedlually 
compofed. 
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ec terms , ’the dominion of India , at prefent we pejfefs 

“ without a rival , way attended with calamities more 

“ dreadful by the fuperior magnitude of the conleft , than that 
** w* formerly experienced in the Carnatic”* 

. 'The 5th direfts them to demand a fafe paflage for, 
arid-affiftance to Colonel Lcflie’s detachment, through, 
the Marratta -dominions' j and to allure them, that no 
aft of hoftility fhall be committed by the army on their 
march ; and to repeat the ftrongeft aflfurarices of a pa- 
cific difpofition . and adherence to the treaty in every 
pbihr. “ 

The 6th requires the obfervance of the Company’s 
orders in their laft recited letter, .whether the admini- 

'Sfeccvrun Baboo, ao& "NavA'fvJ-tttefe. conti- 
nues, or a revolution fhould have taken place. But if 
either adminiftratibn fhall direttly or indireSlly » infringe 
the treaty, ijn fuch cafe, the Supreme Council, in vir- 
tue of their authority, doth authorife the Bombay Council 
to form anew alliance with Roganaut-row , and engage with 
him in any expedient febeme for retrieving his affairs. And 
the like authority is extended , at all events, if they are in- 
vited to accomplijh the propofitions tranfmitted to them on the 
' 7 .dof February laft. " ’ 

The. 7th is a general recommendation, having a clear 
tendency to delude and circumvent the people of Bom- 
bay,' and to make them oftenfible for any unfortunate 
event that may arifej but it artfully recommends “ fucb 
*'■ a policy , as circttmftances will warranty independent of any 
■ a particular tntereft of Roganaut-row , whom they muft re- 
“ gard in the great political object of our government t as f lm ~ 

* What fatal' confeflions were thefc, and how iijconfiilcnt were 
his uniform meaferes, to thefc dreaded confequenccs* and to found 
policy I 
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“ ply Meriting our conf; deration , and not necejfarily eonnefi- 
* 4 ed or blended with them.” 

{ ( 

InftruCtions and orders, thus carrying in . every ex- 

preflion, violence and hoftility, tantamount to a de- 
claration of war, produced deliberate protefts from Mr. 
Francis and. Mr. .Wheler, with fuch ftrong and folid 
reafons, as obviate the propriety of any other com- 
ment. 

Mr. Francis concurred in two general principles pro - 
fejfed in the intended letter. Firft, to make the Di- 
rectors laft letter, the ground work. And, fecondly, 
to make the eftablilhment of a lafting peace, the foie 
general objeCt. On the preamble of the Governor’s 
letter, Mr. Francis obferved, te that we continued dn the 
cc peaceable poffeffion of Salfette , and of the Marratia fhare 
“ of the city and pergunnah of Baroacb as ftipulatcd by 
“treaty.” 

t i » 

I. As to the firft article inftruCtive, he alledged, that 
its execution appeared to have been retarded,, only by 
a difpute about the literal meaning of a word,* differ- 
ently conftrued by each party ; and that the admifiion 
by the Supreme Board, on the x 8th Auguft laft, of 
grofs inftead of neat revenue, decided the difpute in fa- 
vour of the Marrattas. But that having feveral other 
places in poffeffion, and enjoying their revenues, as 
pledges, until the grants of the whole country required 
were made, bur, our fecurity was not affeCted by any 
delay, occafioned chiefly by that difpute; 

• . < V *. , ' ■■■ ... -■ . 

II. , That by .the acceptance . and poffeffion of Jarn- 
. boofeer in mortgage,’ to be held until the revenues col- 
lected from thence, (hall have liquidated the debt, of 

twelve 

* Kauinil Jumma. 
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twelve lacks, which the Marrattas had con fen ted to pay 
ns towards the charge of the late war, demanded in 
the fecond inftru&ion, it muft be conftrued as a mutual 
performance of the treaty. 

III. That the third inftru&ion, deciding arbitrarily,, 
and ex parte , the right of Futta Sing to make the cef- ’ 
fion therein fpecificd, which appeared to him ( Mr. 
Francis,) very difputable; if decided after this imperi-' 
ous manner in our own favour, would make the efta- 
blifliment of a lafling peace impofiible. 

IV. That the fourth inftrtidlion, fuppofed the port 
of Choul to have been ceded to the French, an afier- 
tion which had already been acknowledged, upon en- 
quiry, to want proof*, and that the menaces uttered, if 
anfwers confonant to the defires of the Prefiden.cy of 
Bombay, or of Mr. Ballings and Mr. Harwell; were 
not returned, amounted to a declaration of war: Mr. 
Francis obferved, “ 5 That the Marrattas having thus con - 
•“ formed to the conditions of the treaty, it ferned juft and 
“ reafonahlc , that fonie fatisf aFion fhouid he given them on 
“ our fide ; particularly , that Roganaut-row fhouid he n- 
“ moved from Bombay, with a proper provifton for his ef- 
“ tahlifhment in a private Jlation ; that if any ncgociations 
* e were formed with the French , we may tracc them to their 
“ four ce, in the protection given to Roganaut-row , his re- 
** Jidence at Bombay, and the continued intrigues between him 
* c and that Prcftdency ; that the true.' way to defeat the views 
“ of France , was to give the Marrattas a folid proof of 
“ our good faith ; that while Roganaut-row , a pretender 
“ to their government , was fupported by us, we give them 
<l too much caufc for looking to France for affiance j and 
“ that the prefnt meafurcs will leave them without a 
** choice 


V. As. 
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V. As to the fifth inftru&ion, after dating the con- 
tradi&ion, and motives, which on different occafions 
have been afiigned for fending an army to Bombay, he 
afleed, <l Jf permijfion fci‘ 0 fa/e poffage and ajjijtance is 
44 refujed, fall the detachment , ncvcrthclefs , be ordered to 
44 march through the Marratta territory , againjl their dc- 
44 c fared inclinations ? And if that is meant , whether that 
“ flfl alone decs not confiitute a declaration of war, st>/i/r£' 
41 cannot he qualified by any ajfuranccs of cur pacific inten- 
“ tiers? That fuch language, united with fuch meafnrcsj 
“ is an irfult to common fenje, and much too plain to deceive, 
44 either the Marrattas or the Court of Diretlcri 

VI. On the fixth inftrudtion, leaving in option irl 
the Bombay Prcfidency, whether to declare the treaty 
infringed, by the Marrattas, or by chemfelves, arid in 
confequencc of fuch decifion, impowering them to en- 
ter into new engagements with Roganaut-row, for re- 
.trieving his affairs with efiett, he laid, 44 1 hat , in the 
44 prefent temper a)id difpofitior. of that Prcfidency , there 
44 cannot be a doubt of the ufe they will make of this extra- 
44 ordinary power, or that they will not be forward to avail 
44 themfelves of it, before it can be rc- called” 

VII. On the feventh inftruftion, \Vhich lerives the 
Prcfidency of Bombay in poffcffion of deciding as they 
ihall pleafe, and recommends the intcreft of Roganaut- 
row to be regarded only as unconne&ed with the grand 
political fyftem,* he faid, 44 It is a manifefi ccntradWibn 
44 to the foregoing, ar.d to former infiruEiions ; that not to 
44 pitrftte feme one determinate fyftem may be hazardous and 
44 dijgracef til : That he conceived the Supreine Board- not 
44 warranted to. convey fucb urilimiited powers to the Prefi- 
<e deney of Bombay : That that Prcfidency fijoiild continue 

D 44 fubor- 

' * Mr. Haftings never communicated this u grand political fyf- 
** tem” to the Prefidency of Bombay, 
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44 fuhordinalc, and be fucccffroely dire fled bf the ' Supreme 
“ Council ; /2«/i that the fence of India, perhaps the fate of' 
44 //>£ Sriljh empire in this, part of the world is involved 
44 in the quefl ions, which are thus, left to their future dcci- 
44 /tons He afked, 44 Are we juflificd in relinquiflsing 
V /wr jurifliSion , m?// /<?r <? moment , /jz/<?r ////•/> quef- 
44 lions V And he concluded thus : 44 /&/? 

44 2/ appears to me, that the real tendency of this letter, not- 
44 withjlanding any qualifying expreffwns interfperfed through 
44 it, is to provoke a war with the . Marraltas j /to it 
“ fecks for cattfcs of offence , where none crift j that the lan- 
44 .gtoiT* it holds to the Marrattas is peremptory and hojlile , 
“ and never ufed but when a rupture is pre-determined 
44 that the caufcs of complaint on which it urges a quarrel, 
44 /z/Y trifling and exaggerated \ that the falls it refers to, 
“ are either clearly difproved, or taken for granted, with - 
44 <?«/ evidence •, and that- the terms of the infractions are 
4 ‘ in fime. places ambiguous, and Ail others contradictory.'— 
44 Whether they are or are not. confijlcnt with the pacific re - 
44 folu lions, fo clearly and pofitively expreffed by the Court 
44 of Directors, in' their letter of the 4 th July,' inujl be left 

to their judgment ” - 

. .. « 

Mr. Wheler having repeated his difient and protefla- 
tion againfl: any interference between the contending 
powers of the. Marratta government, and the armament 
then under orders for Bombay, as well as the purpofe 
to which it was to be employed, declared, 44 That he 
li Jljould not think it nccefjdry in future to enter into difetif 
il f/ons on thefe matters , as the Governor General andMr. 
44 Uarwell had taken the whole rcfponfibiliiy onthmfdvcs ; 
44 niujl be anfwcrnble for the. conf qucnces of the. met fares > al- 
- 44 ready rtfolyed on, and. fuels, as may , of necefily,- follow.*** 
He agreed-, with the Governor; that the 65th paragraph 
. . ’ 

• In jufUcc, and, in pood policy, Humid not the private e'ftates of 
.perfons taking rclponfibiiit'y:upon themfalvCs, in fucIfHr&ijjinilah- 
ccs, which, in the letter of law, may amount to nn-aflhmptiori'of 
debt, beheld accountable, in terms thereof, for the confe/juenccs? 



( 27 ) 

of the Company’s letter to Bombay fliould be’the ground 
of the inftru&ions to that Prefidency, but he diflented 
from every other part of them, on the fame principles 
as thole urged by Mr. Francis. 

Mr. BarvorU having joined in the Governor’s mea- 
fures, the letter was prepared, and agreed to, for fig- 
natnre arid dilpatch. 

Colonel Goddard’s regiment of cavalry were ordered, 
on the 30th March, to join Colonel Leflie’s detach- 
ment, and to proceed to Botnbay. 

Advices from Bombay, received the 6th April, re- 
prefented every thing in a date of perfeft tranquility ; 
that no motion had been made in favour of Roganaut- 
row, nor meafure arifen from the pretended overtures 
of his partizans in Poonah, mentioned in their letter 
of 12th December. Yet Colonel Leflie’s detachment 
was ordered to march •, inftru&ions were pafied *, from 
- all of which Mr. Francis and Mr. Whelcr diflented. 
Several minutes by Mr. Haftings, in reply to Mr. 
Francis, with rejoinders and fur-rejoinders, explanatory 
of former minutes, and quibbling up an words, were 
committed to record, in the courfe of this month, but 
fo immaterial as not to merit quotation. 

The objed of this narrative being reflrained to fuch 
fads and circumftances, as (hall remove falfe impref- 
fions from mifreprefentations, and to (hew the unweari- 
ed, unremitted, and faithful refiftance made by Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, through each and every ftage 
of the ruinous bulinefs. So alarming were thefe gen- 
tlemens apprehenfions, and fuch their prefcience of the 
declining ftate of the Company’s finances, as well as 
thofe of their dependent allies in India, , the probable 
wants, of the nation, in Europe, and the demand which 
the 'nation muft make, in forne fliape or other, on the 

D 2 Company, 
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Company, for a renewal of their charter, to anfwer the 
calls of a general war, fo.much threatened in Europe,' 
that the records exhibit indefatigable labour and afli- 
duity in both, and marks of nervous, clear, and irre*: 
fiftible abilities in Mr. Franpis, to oppofe cxpences, 
and to introduce principles of ceconomy,, on every oc-' 
cafion > and that it was. with thefe views, and thofe of. 
juftice, together with a fixed intention to good-faith ? 
and the preservation of national .fame, that he uni- 
formly and fteadily prefled, without intermjflioni a- 
gainft the Marratta. war, .and every other. avoidable hof- 
tility in India; as moft confiftent with the inftru&ions 
of the Company, with good policy, and with honour. 
Left it fliould be alledged; that this detachment was 
not attended with an extraordinary military charge of* 
magnitude, it is proper to affert, as a truth, that ap 
equal number of troops were immediately recruited, 
by additional battalions, and an augmentation of each 
exifting battalion', at ah imrnenfe expence in advance, 
cJoathing, amis, and difeipline*, and that an extra ftaff, 
extra llores, extra train of artillery, and other unforc r 
fecn extra, cxpences, incident to fuch an occafion, be- 
fides.the charges and aftual Ioffes upon the exchange 
of remittances, together alfo with the diftrtjffirig irre- 
trievable inconyeniency of tranfporting the current coins- 
wanted in circulation at home, into.parts from whence 
it cannot return. Even the diftrefies of the Nabob of 
Oude were heightened j and the Rajah C hey t Sing, the 
identical tributary of the .Company, had- a r.cw contri- 
bution levied upon him, under this pretext, in addition 
lO.'his eftublifiied tribute. Demands equally unjuft and 
impolitic, a* they were compulfatory, at a rime,* when 
pruder.ee fnould have di&atcd the propriety, perhaps 
the. nee ifity, of conciliating the mind*, attaching rbe 
affc&tons, and lecuririg the loyalty and fidelity of the 
principal native?, inftcad of creating' dilafFc&io'ns and 
refentrrients, by claims which were no; founded on pre- 
contracts, or conditional treaties, but upon the capri- 
cious 
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clous movements of imperious and oppreffive minds, 
having, in remote as well as immediate contemplation, 
ends very oppofitc to thofc which were profefied. 

Mav tt, » 77S. Advices from Bombay of the 5th 
April, having communicated the accounts of a revolu- 
tion at Poonah, in favour of Rogannut-row, • Mr. 
Francis, upon a principle that any aflillancc from Ben- 
gal would not now be wanted on the Malabar coaft, 
cither .igair.ft the Mnrrattns, or to oppofc France, ns 
the fuppofed connexion between Nana-furnefe and 
Monficur St. Lubin could no longer cxift with efiedV, 
refumed the ftibjcft of fufpending the march of Co- 
lonel Lcdic's detachment, as no longer nccefiary. 
But the Governor perfifted as before, and over-ruled 
the motion. 

May 16, The detachment having marched, and the 
rainy fcafon approaching, Mr. Francis urged the recall 
.of the detachment. Mr. Bailings, with conllant per- 
fcvcrancc, ngainft his own knowledge and certain con- 
yiflion, maintained, “ That no fir, fen could be more 
“ happily defer, than the beginning cf May ; that the 
“ violent heats would fson be ever ; and that the fuc- 
“ etc ding mins would be a relief to the troops , and 
“ facilitate the march ” — To thofc who have expert- 
cncctl the rains of India, the idea will appear new and 
extraordinary. Colonel LcOic’s letters, particularly 
his private ones to the Governor , prove that nothing could 
have been fo ill founded. He uniformly attributes the 
delay of his march to the torrents of rain which had 
ovcrllowcd the country, deftroying the roads, and mak- 
ing even the fmall rivers and guts impaflhble. Light 
troops, without incumbrance, may perhaps move in 
any fcafon, but it is not fo eafy to convey a train ot ar- 
tillery, with (lores, ammunition, camp-equipage, and 

pfovifions, 
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pavilions,' 'for. a body of people not lefs than 38,000 
in number, in a tempeftuous i’eafon, and through an 
enemy’s country, interfedted with numberlefs ftreams, 
generally overflowed. The efFedt of the heat was fa* 
tally experienced on the firft: day’s march fronri Calpee; 
by the ignorance of the condudfcors, or the obftmacy 
of the commander, they ' moved out of the right 
courfe, and for want of water, 'and through fatigue, 
between 300 and 400 perfons, belonging to the army, 
or to its followers, died raving mad. Captain .Craw- 
ford, one of the beft and braveft charadters in India, 
died in that ftate, of two' hours illncfs. Colonel Par- 
ker, Major Fullarton, Captain Afh, Captain. Showers, 
and about ten fubalterns, happily recovered from dan- 
gerous illnefles, occafioned by the march. .And when 
Colonel Goddard, after the death of Colonel .Leflie, 
took charge of the army, although very little pro- 
grefs had been made in the route, he found above a 
thoufand Sepoys in the holpital. 

June 8. By letters from Colonel Leflie, it is difeo- 
vered, that the Marratta'ftates adjoining to the Jum- 
na, had oppofed the pafling of the army, and conti- 
nued a refiftance through the Bundlecund country ; 
that Moodajee Boofla, Rajah of Berar, -had exprefled 
an unwillingnefs to admit the detachment near his ca- 
pital,- the evident effedt of diftruft ; that hedifclaimed 
all political interefts and objedts for himlelf *, that' he 
refufed to join his troops with' the Company’s; and that, 
he recommended, in' the ftrongeft terms, an accommo- 
dation with theMarrattas, offering himfeif as a mediator.- 
Mr. -Francis renewed his motion for the recall of the de- 
tachment,- on account of'.the oppofition and.obftrudtion 
it had already received, and' the further: difficulties it 
would .meet with. — The' Governors reply merits par- , 
ficular attention*, he deferibed- the route of .the. army, 
with To- minute a diredtion, and with fo pofitive a fe- 

curity. 
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curity, through Bundiecund and Bapaul j he afferted fo 
confidently, the invitation and prefling- felicitations- of 
Moodajec Boofla to fend the army through his coun- 
try; and declared fo pointedly the political objects and 
interefts of that prince,, that one would forbear even to 
doubt the moral pofflbility of the fadts -alledged. He 
infinuated that the Marratta tribes were not under fub- 
jedtion to the Paifhwa ; in order to imprels an idea of 
their unimportance, as a ftate capable of annoying the < 
march of the detachment.; — What muft Mr Haftings’s 
warmeft adherents and advocates now- think of, his po- 
litical judgement and afleverations, againft proofs fo 
incontroverdbly pofitive, if they pretend to vindicate 
his intentions ? 

Mr. Francis rejoined, in an able and fpirited minute, 
to all Mr. Haftings’s equivocations, fophiftry, and ill- 
founded aflertions. — 'He obferved. That whether the 
Marrattas, as diftindt tribes; are under immediate fub- 
jedtion to the Paifhwa or not, was very immaterial, 
when a general alliance, and a common enemy, ope- 
rated on their interefts and mutual fecurity. 

Mr. Haftings fur-rejoined, in terms that muft have 
.ftruck the Diredtors with aftonifhment, if they attended 
to the expreflions, and, their inequivocal tendency, by 
which he declared “ bis unalterable determination to pro- 
“ fecute the meafure to tbe.utmoft of bis- -power to the cait- 
“ cltijion'f — He laid, That the difgrace, . of thofe-.who 
“ planned the expedition , the irreparable lofs of the credit 'of 
“ this government i and a perpetual diflriiflof all its future 
“ aRs, exclttfive of the forfeiture of the advantages- for 
“ which if was originally. concerted, ., would be the infallible 
“ codfeqitciice of flopping. { \he r expedition ~ Do nor thefe 
word's mark, in ftrong terms,. ..and . diftinguilhed' ; eha- 
radiers ,’ 1 the obftinate an'd imperious idifpofition of the 
man, which is not to be with-held from its purpofes, 

by 
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Moftyn to demand, from the Regency of Poonah, the 
feveral matters ordered’ by the Governor-general and 
Council, — That,, conceiving the pafifage of Colonel 
Leflifc’s detachment to. be attended v with almoft infu- 
perable dangers and difficulties^ theyrecommended, that 
in future, any reinfbrcemenr- to- them might proceed 
direitly from Madras, .as. the.beft and' eafieft mbde^— 7 
Thus, it is evident to denionftraripn, that the fafety of 
the detachment was more the ededbof cliance than con- 
duft. 

July 6. The detachment having eroded the Junv 
na, and proceeded in'to the heart of a hoftile country,* 
from whence its -recall might be confirmed into a dif- 
• graceful defeat,- and retreat, the Governor-' thought -it 
no longer neceffary to difguife his xeal purpofes ; on 
the 6th of July, He dropt the mafk, by the firft direft 
move towards the objeft which he fince appears to Have 
had originally ,at heartj of an alliance with the Rajah of 
Berar, and which will appear to have been, (notwith- 
ftanding the reafons oftenfibly Held out) the real objeft 
of the expedition^ The myftery once unfolded*, all 
further concealments were either- ulelcfs or imprafti- 
cable. — The great difficulty with' Mr.- Haftings appears 
to have been, to find pretences for fo extraordinary and 
' queftionable a-ftepi’ as that. of fending the Company’s 
i troops out of the’ provinces* over land to the oppofite 
extremity of India, againft the very letter of repeated 
andpoficive orders, and to account for the enormous 
expences that muff attend it. - To remove thofe dif- 
ficulciesi no afiercions were fpared, no artifice omittedj 
and no fophiftry unemployed. That- point once car- 
ried, and the army out of the probable reach of be- 
’ ing • recalled,— new • facts • are aflerted, - new: principles 
’ eftablifficd, and nesv objefts propofed. — ThP.fame 
army, which originally was to' have, reinftated Roga- 
naut-row, and to fupporc that incereft alone, is now 

E deftined 
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■ July p. At a time when, in conf.qucncc of the ad- 
vices from Cairo,- i: was expedit'd that' the defence of 
the Company’s pofielTnns would occupy tite delibera- 
tions of the Supreme Council, to II- cure their dominion 
and trade againft French invalions, Mr. Mailings pro- 
duced a laboured h-ftory of the Ram-raj ill, the cor.ili- 
tution of the Marratca empire, 'and fume rent ;te pre- 
tenfions of Moodajee Booll t, by confnnguinSty, to the 
Mjrrarra lovereignty. And concluded with a propo- 
fal to enter into a treaty with Moodajee Boofl t, who 
(he alledgeci) was at perpetual and inveterate ivarfard 
with the Kctiencv of Poonah, and with the Soubah of 
the Deccan, with whom the Company were yet in 
terms of friendfhip by alliance and folcmn treaties. 
And that a Company’s fervant Ihould be immediately 
difpatched co him, with plenipotentiary powers to that 
purpofe. 

A fyllcm of policy fo contrary to common fenfe* 
common jullice, and common faith, is difficult to be 
juftified. If the Marrattas with a French alliance, were 
acknowledged by Mr. Mailings, “ to be capable of refit - 
/nig acojtiefcencc to,” and “ obflniRmg upon an equality of 
power, the Britifh views inliindoflan” what mull the fame 
power, in conjunction with theSoub'ah, who is the rich- 
eft prince in India, and the probable junction of die Sou- 
bah’s moft particular friend and infeparable ally Hyder- 
Alli-Cawn, produce to the Company’s disadvantage, to- 
ward the total lubverfion of the Britifh empire in Alia ? 
Mull nor fuch mealures render the Marrattas,- not only 
irreconcileable and inveterate, butdefperate? Would 
not the union of chel'e three powerful ftates, eafily over- 
run the Carnatic, and reftore to the Soubah the fi-e 
northern Circars, which- the Company now enjoy ? 
And after the reduction of all the- Company’s forts and 
garrifons on each fide of the pchint'ula, would not th Ac- 
united power confine the remaining influence of the' 

E a Company - 
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of .the Carnatic, . \v,ouid v . : vykiTput .a deviation jfrbni good 
faith- and honour,-' rej ojce ,th eir- hea rt $ » -1 i rv : t he j profpeft 
which.a native fuperipnty,'.would -offer-cto ; their:, emarici?. 
pation and.enfranchifement.j. 

July; 1 o.« Mr. -Francis and. Mr.-.Wh’elerj- lV on-the;jL6th 
July,- argued, againft -the. proposals. of Mr> Haftingstori 
th^ preceding, day, , and urged the. neceflity; of.-putting 
Bengal fn a ftate of defence, recalling .1 the. ’decaclitri'enty 
a’nd fending a reinforcement from Madras, to Bombay,' 
to aB.Jolely on a defenjtve plan. 


■ July. 1 1. The next day, the fubje& was revived-and 
canyaffed, with a motion for recalling the detachment.'' 
M r.' Whdcn .defi red time. to confider the nature .-and ;ex-- 
tent. of. the intended treaty, before he pp'fitively deterk 
mined *, in which, he was joined by Mr. Francis: rj.The: 
majority. refolved on a treaty, and’ that Mr; Elliot be; 

appointed to. negociate it. The plan' was not- produced. 

„ 

" * . - * » ■ I "! • * % * v* 1 » .* * * 1 / .« 

July 1 8 . Mr. Haftings having prepared powers and 
fnftr.udlions for .Mr... Elliot’s embafly to Berar, produced 
them' at the Board the .1.8th July, and: were voted rby 
himfelf.and Mr. Barwell againft a ftrenuous oppofition 
by Mr. Francis and Mr.. W heler. * -It. appeared. upon’ 
thefe documents, that the , treaty was to .-extend gene- 
rally, to offence .and defence •, that Roganaut-rowwaS 
.to .be fet afide;. that Moodajee Boofla was to be placed 
at the head of the Marratta empire, and to be fupporced 
in his pretenfions againft the Company’s -ally, the Sou- 


rt^ 
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“'rpwlifarid . accordingly ; fad determined Jo \ accompany 
^f/hm'wub an army io)‘ Pqpnah, ‘the beginning df:$ep- 
tc te'mber.f ’l^otvvuhftanding' Mr. Haftings’s prcjeXed 
treaty' with Mood ajfee Boofla >; he warmly approved 'the 
plan for reinflating Roganaut-row ; yet h'e reprefehted 
Roganauc-row’s caufe as defperate, 'and the meafures of 
the' Prefidency of Bombay, “ as equivalent to a refo- 
'“'iulim to do nothing ;.** The meaning ;of 'which' is, 
that he fupported meafures which' he‘, knew woiild not 
take effect.’ But, probably, he rr'uftccl that they might 
fave t his' projected detachment, at the hazard of the 
Bombay army, Bombay itfeif, and, all the Company’s 
factories on that fide of India. By letters from Colonel 
Leflie it appeared, that the gentlemen of Bombay had 
clireXed him to proceed in a direct courfe to Poonah, 
iriftead of the route through Guzzerat to Baroach, or 
Sbrat, as had been pre r determined. 

; In council, on the 3.1ft Auguft, fome reflexions hav- 
ing been ma'de by Mr. Francis on. Colonel. Leflie’s ex- 
traordinary delay at Chauerpore, the Board agreed with, 
him, that che'caufes deferved to be enquired into. ' 

And on the 2d September, , in the, courfe of a warm 
debate on the ftay of the detachment at Chattcrpore, 
Mr. .Haftings uniformly defended and fupported Co- 
lonel Leflie,' and with much , apparent confidence in his 
conduX, referred to the event to juftify it. It after-, 
wards appeared from the letters of Colonel Leflie, that 
all thefe defences were fallacious and deceitful. In a 
letter dated at Chatterpore, the ,30th July, Colonel 
Leflie tells Mr. Haftings, bluntly, “ That he had the 

Governor’s even private and public approbation of all the 
“ meafures, which he had ftnee condemned and execrated 
«* bitterly He added, “ that be hopes for the Governor’s 
tv own reputation , that he believes the afjertionsof ignorance , 

V preemption , and rapatity, imputed to him ( the Colonel) 
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<“ in Captain .Palmer's letter , /a be true, for the . „ following 
“ lines, itt, the fame letter from Capt . Palmer ‘to Capt. Cooke- 
s'- rt 7 /, /fry, That, my.difgracc is determined on, either by the 
“ rrrrt// c/ /Z>r detachment , or riiy fuperceffm in the com - 
“ viand ■, and . that the efforts of friendjhip alone , not a 
“ peffbUiiy of my being innocent ofthefc charges , protraffs 
“ //it’ meafurc , owvZ fufpends your'refolutionP This quo- 
tation from Captain Palmer’s letter muft have been 
very .early in July, or the latter end of June. It ma- 
nifeftly proves, that the moft facred trufts were facri- 
fiiccd.to private views, and private friendfliips, as the 
declarations by the Governor’s mod confidential fecre- 
tary, muft have had his authority. 

From the 22d September to the 5th Oftober, no 
material advices from Colonel Leflic had tranfpired. 
He had altered thepofitionof his camp, but without 
any apparent intention to purfue the march. The hof- 
tility committed by him in the province of Bundle- 
cund (the Country of Diamonds) being as reprehenfible 
as. the delay, and other circumftances, Mr. Francis' 
-urged again, that his conduct fhould be enquired into ; 
but at the particular requeft of Mr. Haftings, to defer 
it, that influence predominated. Having received ac- 
counts of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to nrgo- 
.ciate thc treaty with the Rajah of Berar, Mr. Haftings 
moved in council, that the commiflion be continued, 
and another perfon appointed to carry it into execu- 
tion! ' 

It is a juftice due to fuperior merit, to digrefs, in 
this place, in order to lament the too early fate of one 
of the moft promifing characters, and elevated genius^ 
w.hich dignify humanity ; and to fympathize with his 
relations and acquaintances ; for all who knew him were 
his friends, as well as ftrangers, to whom report only 
. yielded an opportunity of admiring his virtues and car 

pacity, 
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parity, for the death of Alexander Elliot, Efq. * ,0c 
fell. a martyr to patriotifm, and fidelity- to his employ- 
crs.-r'Aflliclcd -with .a qifbrdcr peculiar to the JEallV 
■which originatesjn bilious obflru'&ioos, arid in the cure 
requires too copious an application of mercury -, bis- 
duty -(as he thought) prevailed over reafon, in under-: 
taking a Jong and bar raffing journey ,• in the deluged 
'Ijpafon, without the poffibility of accommodations fail- 
ed to, his (late; After leaving the Company’s territo- 
ries, he difeovered' that Gpyernor Chevalier, who h^d 
ftcretly cfcaped from Chandernagore,;was purfuirig the 
fame route, before him. Knowing the ambitious de- . 
figns of that man, and the accurate knowledge he had 
acquired in the politics of India, thefe fuggeiVions in-, 
fjbgated* Mr. Elliot to endeavour, at all event's, ro faze 
his perfon, dreading that his liberty and arrival in 
France might be attended with ■ the worft confeq'ucftccs' 
to the Company’s affairs, and the views of Britain, in.. 
India. ;< Hfc moved on by forced arid fatiguing jour- 
neys, (till tracing and approaching Mr. Chevalier,-^’ 
Unfortunately, when he had.the chacc in view, , one of ‘ 
the. large rivers of Catac, bbftrudfed bis progrds, by , 
a fudden overflow of its waters. Zeal and refolution ac-‘ 
tuared him, regard lefs 'of the ftate of his body, land',, 
the medicines which he had ufed-, and the exertion of . 
ftrength and activity which the (lemming of a ra- 1 
pid flream required', he undertook and. fucceeded, in ’ 
lv/imming over the river, with a few of his attendants 
and fepoys — He found Mr. Chevalier ar the metropolis* 
of Catac ; and although efcorted only by a company of 
fepoys, he claimed the perfon of Governor Chevalier 
from the Rajah, with -fuel) fenfiblc arid manly argu- . 
ments in fupport thereof, that the Rajah yielded to Mr. 
Elliot’s eloquence, as fuperior to that of Mr; Chevalier, 
and furrendcred him up. As Mr. Elliot had but a 
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{mail cfcort, arid the Iongeit and moit dangei*dti$ part 
.Of his journey yet to encounter, he could not, witHoUfc 
lacrificing the objeft of his tomriiifTion, return A. guard 
to conduit Mr. Chevalier arid his companion Mr. Mo- 
heron to Calcutta j therefore hb engaged their pdrolea 
in writing, to furrender tHcmfelvcs as prifoners of war 
within a limitted time, to the Governor- general. — * 
Mr. Chevalier and Mr. Monerori performed, their en- 
gagements ; Mr. Elliot purfued his rohtc for Berar* 
and died a fc\V days thereafter. Thiis, by an. exertion 
worthy of Mr. Elliot, did he lofc his own life, the Cdm^ 
pany a moll dble arid faithful fervant, and his country 
a loyal fubjeit. Arid Mr. Haftings; with; .oppbfitb 
fentiihentS, accoriimodated iiis friend Mr. CHevalierj 
with, a fafe atid fpeedy paflage to VetfaiJles, A modfc 
Of conveyance which Mr. Cheralier could not Have at- 
thieved in thrice the tirhe, if at all, had he.bcen fufi 
fered to wander through the inte'ribr of India iri dif* 
guile; 

On the 7tli Odtobef, Mr. Haftings withdrew hi$ 
motion for Continuing the corhmifTton, and lending 
another perfqn.to execute it j but he perfifted, .ndtwith? 
ftandirig, iri forriiing the alliance with Moodajee Boof- 
la; . Although he had difeovered, arid; in ConfequenCO 
thereof,, declared* “ If bat it was always more adbhriia* 
H geotis to wait for folicitatiotis , than to thake ai r J antes .** 

The frevir inftrUitidnS how propofed For the march 
of the detach merit* will be found to' deferve particular . 
rittentiori. * The tendency of them was,* that the de- 
tachment Iho'uld be left Under the orders of the Preli- 
dericy of Bombay, for the ejiprefs purpofes of fup- 
porting any plan or defign for the reftoratioo of- Ro- 
ganaut-roiV, and to provide fat the immediate fafety 

F . of 

* Vide the minute upon record: 
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of Bombay,, againft-a French invafion. Upon-this oc-'. 
cafion, ' Mr. ; Haftirigs, for the.' ftrft tijpe, : avovyed: a,dif- 
tmft.of Coionel^ l^eflie'i'.with an indircft profeffion.of 
an'intentidn tb remove him. .1. \;7 V 

A * ’ .. r . •» i l >' *• i lp . , UjU. 

* *. , ‘ »j * * * ' * j J »’■ * « J . »■ 1 1 » i » *i 1 

;• ’ October' ta. ’ Ho Weyer , important thejfubjcft, .,con* 
fideririg the charge and power, with wjiicli Colonel Lef- 
lie W!a6 : infrufted, no "refold tion-' was taken . .to. remove 
liim From the' command, until the i 2 th . Odtobery-^- 
-Mr. Haftings, iipdri thatoccafion, informed the Board; 
**•' Thai it' had been the mil] of God to blaji. his dcfigns. by 
** means ‘which no humait 'prudence could have forefeen, .and 
« dgainji' which he had ' therefore provided no' refotirce 
Yet: he Affirmed, “ ‘That -the. effects, of the detdcbment\mll 
fhjlill' anfiver his tnoft m fanguine hopes, and that the mtafurt 
f* itfelf' is at advifedble now, and more fo, . than ] when , it 
^nha's firfi" adopted”' Mr,- ; Francis, with his wonted 
■ •deal, - ' by- a molt able ‘minute, urged againft meddlingj 
dire&ly .dir indiredUyj in the'differe'nces and pretentions 
oF.the’ Marratta chiefs and minifters amongft tliem- 
felves.’* “ He briefly, recapitulated his continued .and; 
invariable oppofuiori to a caufe, and meafures, fo.in-: 
conftftent Avith found policy , and the .real intcrefts ^nd. 
fe'curity’of the Gonipany’s po ffe fiions and trade, thropgh 

, .every! 


*• . , * . .. t . . j. ; . } \ * # 1 ? 4 

The Gompany’s pofitlvc injunctions in ' the general letter" to 

J •.•.j-.ij .■ L D'rr • 



*V ’confining aiir views to. onr.prefent poJJeJJioiis\ •thcpcacc aiid.ft- 
“ ,curity of which are .the utmoji fcope of ■■ our kuijhcs'i ids" they ‘will 
*“ jieefJ/atiiy tend to advance the commercial and vital inter eft of the 
".Company”-. ‘ " .fM s 

. jf5' Mr« ,Hn(Ungs:was fecond in' Council at Madras; upon.thc.i8th 
April, 177 J, when this fetter -was-quotcd ; iii clear ahu'fati’sfa'Ctory 
juilifscaiion of the l'entimcnts and , conduCt of that Board, - and) ' for 
.ilia purpoie, .catered upon their proceedings.-; 
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every fucceffivc ftag’c thereof. , He Rated the difap- 
pointment arid failure in the. pretended fupportof Ro- 
gandur-row. and his partizans, , their difperfion, and. the 
irhprifonment of his . principal' adherents in Poonab.— 
That, by advice from Colonel Lefiic, the detachment - , 
in four months, 1 had only marched .x 29 miles, at the 
expence of 1 d lacks of rupees, or 3 lacks per month •, 
that 1 they were oppofed by a numerous body, of Mar- 
rattas and natives ; and that they had yet above a thou- 
fand 'miles to march over.” Mr! Francis then defired in- 
formation onfeveralintereRing points — How money was. 
to be ftipplied ?— how previfions were to be conveyed ? 
— what probability there was, that the Rajah of Bcrar 
would receive and entertain them as friends and allies^ or 
give them a paflage through . his country ? or even, ad- 
mitting thefe fails to.be relolved favourably, “ Whether 
Mr. Haftings believes confidently, that if the army fhall 
meet with no interruption in its march, it will get to 
Bombay, in t jme'to afford relief to that place, if it. fhall . 
be attacked, or that an attack had been preconcerted by 
the allied forces’ of the French and the Marrattas ?” 
It is a truth well known, that it is with violence to\ 
themfelves, and difficulty to. their, officers, that Tea-, 
poys will embark upon the Tea, if at all. If the army 
had marched, as was originally intended, to Baroach 
or Surat, which are in the Guzzerat country, -their.dif- 
tance from Bombay would not only be very great*. but- 
more difficult, by reafon of almoR inacceffible defiles 
and pafies between hills, and the entire fpace inhabited 
by a numerous martial people, in .that degree that they 
could riot yield more fpeedy fuccou’rs to Bombay, dian. 

if they were cantoned in the Bengal provinces. - • 

. . . • . - 1 ■ 

Ottober 19/ Chatterp.ore, which is the' capital of 
BundleGurid, is fituate near the wefterri confine of that 
province!. Its.diflance from Calcutta may be computed 
at twenty days ordinary journey for a native courier. 

•JF 2 Here 
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Here the detachment had long lain. Col. Lefiie’s laft 
letter v* a? 'laid before 'the Board upon the 19th Octo- . 
her, wherein he dated the caulcs which retarded his 
march; and accounts for his not having being hereto-! 
fore more explicit -in his communication to the Board,, 
faying, “ Thai he had fur nijfscd Mr. IJajling. r, at his 
“ o,-. n fpecial defire! a particular journal of, occurrences t ■ 
and thersfira had trufted to him for ' fuel explanations at 
c l the Beard might defire to know.” The Colbricl exprefied 
no apprehenfionof Mr. Haftirigs’s refentment, or of any 
cfivdts it could produce*, but, on the contrary, fers. 
him at open defiance in plain terms, and refilled, to hold, 
private curreipondence with him any longer. . ... 

O&ober 22. The Governor having received intir 
nation ol the death of Colonel Lcfiie at Chattcrpore, on 
t.ie 3d October, laid that information, and the Colo- 
nel Vprivare letters, before the Board, on. the 2 2d; 
aitoptiph the event had been known in the native cir- 
cle of Calcutta, and therefore to the Governor, mofi: 
probably, ‘.everal days before ; and it is a general con- 
jedture, thar the impoffibility of his recovery was effec- 
tually eltablifiied ns ah inevitable confequence, in the 
Governor’s mind, at the time he confetucd to his dif- 
miffion from the command of the army! on the 12th 
Odlober. 

Kovemb*r 2. Colonel Goddard, as fecond, having 
furitcdri! to the chief command of the detachment, 
upon thr death of Colonel Lcfiie, he ad filed that he 
found the military trcalurc-chefl tmp’V; that he was 
obliged to draw bill; for thr fubfiftencc of his troops ; 
that rh-tt rrrr upward*; of j 000 fcpnys in the hofpiul ; 
and tlnr, under thde inconveniences, he had, notV/ith- 
fr*ndjng, proceeded on his march to Ssgor. 


On 
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P.n 1 tbp . 1 2th JSToy-embef, . .the f .Governor propoled- an : 
^rungement for fupplying .theidetachment with money 
by remittances ( to! N agporey. ;the ; .capital of Befar^If ' 
it twas "ript-'linten'ded . .that r the :; army (hail | halt- in ;thai. 
country j'tne^pneafure- vyas. abfurd,\ bccaufeif the 4e-*' 
t^menfwas^o^march^^wit^out.JnternJption to Bom-; 
bayi it yrould- be arrived there before remittances. from 
Caicdtta’cd^Vd’rpach.Berar. The proportion expreffed' 
ani.m mediate want- of money, and- to reqeivedt in ; two' 
jhbnth's'From .this ,’date, at; a place confiderably moffc' 
jh’tfn. a 'thoufand rriiles from the place of. deftinatiorti 
Onewould almdft fuppofe, that this propolitiorr argued' 
deliberate pur£6ies to wafte the Company’s treafures* 
ip. the, fame manner as the original expedition Teemed 1 
calculated^ o confume their army, . 

^ fVV ■ . i . ’ , ** * 

^November 6 . A private letter from Colbnel God- 
dardi_ of the 22d O&ob'er, witH others from Moodajee! 
Boofla. and his minifters, to the Governor, were laid! 
before-.’ the .Board. The Governor .propofed. to renew 
the :.J negotiation. with Moodajee Boofla, on • the princii 
pje^of Mr. 'Elliot’s inftrudtions j although it was but 
upon, the 7th of : laft month, that he had’ declared, “ /£ 
i* ''would' be, more advantageous to. wait, for foil citations ' than 
•*}:'t'o make advances” And he- propofed, that'Colonel 
Goddard have charge of the negociation,. with full 
powers to conclude.. - ■ •' 

1 y.Mr» Erancis .and; Mr; Wheler oppofed' the^motion,' 
put.it was carried againft- them.— -They thenvobjedtecl 
ifo.jthp private, correfpondence carried on between the 
Governor, and the -commanding- officers of the Confi- 
pany^s troops, thus detached out of the. provinces, with- 
out any 'flxe'd ' deftinition,. orprinciple-of aftion.— ^The 
private -mode of correfpbndence, fo universally exa&ed 
andpradtifed tty Mr; Elaftings, with the commanding 
p’fficer'of the detachment, ought to be as much an ob- 
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je£t ..-of, confideration,s ai-ittrcertainlyiwasi :of fulpicion- 
One ,‘of the obje&i ng'.members' obferved with great juf- 
tic-eyj,**. Shat, it was ‘Very. difficult and difireffng < to, thafi 
“.members, of council, who: difapprove\of fu'ch aprpceed- 
“ing,- toexprefs • their difapprobation : -of r, it; i-in'V term 5 
** that do not imply perfonal "difiruft of: their <■ PreftdenU 
“There was no language ( he ; /aid) in which a' total 
“want of confidence in his perfonal honour and vera- 
“ pity can , be conveyed, without 4 direR. affront- to ‘him.** 
Mr.,.Francis, in his minute of , this day, tobje&ed’ 
to the continuance ;,of this 'correfpondence, in 'the 
ifioft ; guarded and. moderate terms,* and more .with;“a' 
view,to;exculpate himfelf, than from any hope of -W. 
fluencing Mr. Haftings’s CondudL — .The practice; is lb", 
evidently wrong, and.fo capable of being dangerous/, 
and alfo open to many obvious ill confequences, ■ that it 
needs no illuftration. — By the private letters which Mr/. 
Haftings produced on . the , aad Odtober, (which may; 
bayeibeen fele&ed, as his private, letters * to Colonel; 
Ijeflie were not. laid. before the Board) it appeared that 4 
be.pofiefied .material information .-in -.many .inftances',/ 
which ought, to have-, had direft 'andimmediate com-; 
munication to the Governor-general and Council. The-' 
letter, of. 30th July in .particular, eftablifhes two- very-, 
tnterefting/afts.- : 1 ft, That, \vhereas:Mr.;Francis ap^ 
pears .on the face of the confutations, ro;.ob(erve Cqlo'i- 
hel'Le (lie’s conduct with attention,* and to cenfureit 
.with fome- degree of feverity,- while Mr. Haftings con- 
ftantly fupported and defended him j* it-rsneverihelefs 
true, that at lead fo early as the end of June, Mr. ‘.Haft-* 
ings muft have thought infinitely worfe.of Colonel, LeP. 
lie’s" condudt, than even Mr. Francis, .who had nolight-' 
to guide him, but the public letters, idly, That whefe- 
as-Mr, Haftings, ..about the end of June,, if not fooner,-’ 
muft have conceived the very worft opinion poflible of; 
Colonel Leflie, he took, no ftep to remove him from the 
Command till the 12th O&ober, when, in* all probabi- 
; * • ■ * * ‘ lity, , 
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iity, he' was thoroughly afiiifed that there was rio pofil- 
bilityiof.his.rccoy.ery, -if his. intelligence 1 did not amotinc 
tb: a certainty that he was'.then. dead* ■■ So that, 'in 'his 
own principles, he . muft have left the conduft of this 
moft.importantinterprize in the hands of a man, whom 
heddesnotfcruple'.to accufe of ignorance^ prefnmption, 
and rapacity. - 


; A\motion was fent in circulation' by theGoverribr, 
on the 123d November,; to revoke the power delegated 
on' the 1.5th O£tober, .to the Prefidericy of Bombay,’ of 
commanding the. march and route of the detachmeiiti. 
Mr. .Francis and/Mr. Wheler protefted agairiff it, as 
not: only inconfifterit/with; all the principles' hitherto 
avowedi: and with the oftenfible objects heretofore pro- 
pofed.to.be.accomplifiied by the ! expe:ditiori, but as ribt 
cortefponding .with, vor capable of being juftified, by 
the, reafpris afligned for- 'it. ■ ’ Let the'dire&iori of this' 
motion, , and the reafons’ in fupport of.it, be compared 
with the language held by Mr; Flattings, - on the 12th 
Odtober.laft, when he violently, cenfured ‘the PrefidencY" 
of Bombay, for not puihing matters to extremity agaihnf 
the Marratta regency in favour’ of-Rogahaut-rovV'and 
hpw much pains he took to fix refponnbility upon them; 
fdr -paft, and; future .mifearriages. in the operations of 
the' .detachment: He "laid, «*' They hope -done 'nothiiigi 
‘‘,rS I bey. have attempted nothing.:- ’They hdve' neither aheil- 


command could reach Chatterporc. A yiolentman, imprefied with' 
refentnicnt; and wounded ’ by.nis [ difgrace, .would be too apt tq. 
blab dangerous truths. And thefe "fu fpicion s' are heightened by.the 
menace :and deliance' which sire pretty plainly couched in 'his lattf 
letters,, particularly that of -the; 30th of j July,’, where; : confident .c"f 
hording (aft By a ftarit,, 00 which he could rely, he ihook o/f all re~. 
ftraiht. ' - ; . 
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lt d themfelvrs, ntr ivijhcd to '-.avail thmfelves ' of 
<c events. They have r.o infirtar.ent left , Mr any ir.eli- 
“ nation to feek for one. ■ In jhort , we are abandoned 
“ by them, after all that we have done for their re* 
“ lief . 11 — And the indignation with which he pretend- 
ed on the fame day to refent.a fufpicion cXpreffed by 
Mr. Francis, that the detachment was really ntvcr.mcant 
to proceed to Bombay j. which Mr. Iiaftings replied to, 
in thefe lofty words : “ Jf there arc men in 'England fo 
** drvoid of common fenfe,. as to fuppefe it pqffibk for 
“ me to have formed a plan cjlcnftbly prefeffed- for the af- 
€t ftflanct of Kiganaut-rov ) , but really meant as a cover 
“ for other drfigns , let them. Whoever they be; or in 
ic whatever relation they may. fraud, to this government, 
« fucb opinions will give me r.o kind of concern. 1 * If 
thefe expreflions were not meant as a mdficilpoh trea- 
chery of the deepeft {hade, they nrofe:from a eon- 
feioufnefs of guile, and premeditated abufe, which 
therefore nothing but the moft infulting effrontery could 
brave. Indeed, they arc only a fpecimcn of his uni- 
form conduit fince the death, of Sir John Clavering. 

By a letter received the 30th November from Mr* 
Lewis, the a&ing refident at Poonah, dated the 27th 
Oftobcr, the following information is conveyed: 
“ By orders from Governor Hornby, J have fent array all 
“ the fepeys who came with Mr. Mcfiyn , and am in 
“ hourly exp; Flatter, of being recalled myf lf as the Go - 
“ verr.cr writes me, that the Secret Committee have de* 
€t tennined on cfling agcirjl this gcvernmmh" Thus, 
in virtue of the diferedonary powers, and the vio- 
lent and pofuive inflruftions accompanying it, which 
were fent to the Preftdency of Bombay on the 1 Stir 

I nrch, ccecrd-.r.g to the prediction of Mr. Branch, in his 
remark on the 6th article of the inftruitior.% that Pro- 
ficiency declared war deliberately againfi the Marratca 
empire. 

1 From 
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' From the i-rth November to the a i ft December, the 
Board received but one letter from Colonel Goddard; 
.dated the 5th November, by which it only appears, that 
.hewas engaged in hollilities with Palagcc Pundit, who 
harrafied his march with 5000 Mariana horfe ; and, on 
the fame day, Mr. Hafttngs produced a private letter 
of the 1 6th November, from Colonel Goddard to bim- 
fclf. The detachment was then at Beerfea, 25 cofs, 

0. r 50 miles from the Narbudda ; his march dill intcr- 
.rupted, and his fupplies cut off by Palagce Pundit. He 
Jays, that he 'had received friendly letters from Mooda- 
iec Boofla, but that it was plain he would rather fome 
•agreement was entered into for his fccurity, before the 
..army marched into his territory. An evident mark of 
diftruft. . 

1 ( 

1. On the fame day, Mr. - Haftings produced the copy 
of a letter from Moodajee Boofla to Colonel Goddard; 
dated the 23d November, which had been (forwarded 
dirett from Nagpore to Calcutta. • He lays before Co- 
lonel Goddard, in the flrongeft colours, a detail of the 
preparations making by the Poonah Government, to 
oppofe his march, and of the dangers and difficulties 
which he muftexpeft to meet with.* He declines join- 
ing him with a body of his troops; obferving that it 
would produce no good elfedt, but would remove the 
veil from the bufinefs, and leave their defigns expofed ; 
that it would deftroy the friendfhip eflablifhed between 
him and the Paifhwa, and the Nizam r ul-Muluck, Sou- 
b.ah of the D.cccan, and expofe his dominions to the ra- 
vages of the. armies of the Deccan and thePailhwa, in 
Berar and at the .Gauts : Finally, he advifes Colonel 
Goddard ‘to v/rite ‘all thefe particulars to Calcutta,; and 

G _ wait 

.* Thefe defigns and preparations were diverted by the approach 
pf .the Bombay expedition. Othcrwife it is beyond a doubt, that 
Colonel Goddard’s expedition niuft have failed. 



;( '50 V) 

Ayaif •for oWcrs from then'cc; : 'an : d unnlnheif arrival, tQ 
pbhttb'uc dntlie' bank's o^'VlieNarbudHa. ‘Iifthe'meah 
' time, Mid reconimtncl's’to ‘Colonel Goddard, to write i an 
.amicable letter to ; tlib' U?aifhwn j'-‘ to ‘dcfirea fafe: paflage 
jihroiigh his dominions, to Bombay, wjth aflurandes that 
the march of the detachment had no otherobjeft than 
: to ftrengtlien the, place again ft .the defigns pf theFrench. 
-After this explicit explanation, ‘by .fhedlajab of.Berarj 
‘|S if (queftiohable, Whether Mr. Halting*; ‘did 'not, in 
pvery ftage of. this bufiriels, urge , and Simulate the pedr 
pie in-Bombay, to.|’ofce on a lyiarrattawar at all events, 
pd‘ to undertake the wild andrafh. expedition frotij 
thence 1 to £oonah, let the event be ever fo fatal,' : fdr 
the exprefs purpofe of drawing the main force arid at- 
tention of the Marrattas to that objeft only,. and by 
that means to fecurc the march of his own projected 
detachment in fafery,/ and without moleftation. An 
effect ..which the’ defeat of the Bombay army, and; the 
reduction of Pqndicherry andMahe, adually produced. 
This allegation involves a heavy charge. In the defeat 
of the Bombay army^ the difgfaccfui condition to which' 
they were redpeed, and in the violation .of -public faith, 
the Company and the. BritilK, nation have fubmittecj >to 
in indelible ftain on their fame,' in ev^ry .honourable 
feiife, which time will, with difficulty, be fcarcely able 
:o. obliterate, f. 

After 


* - . . . . * > * 

' * To (hew, r.s well the dreadful opinion conceived of.Englifh 
faith, - as the jull and amicable difpofiuon of the Pdonali.Gover'n''- 
jnent, an abllrail from two letters, written by, the Pailh’wa to, Go- 
ycrn'br fclaftings, received in Calcutta on the 7th. and 1 ath Decem- 
ber current,' deferred to in th<? Appcndi^ apr 

ply-alfo in- this place as notes. 

. FIRS T , L E T T. E.-R, 

1 <«.J caU. Gpd to witnefs, ih.it, out of regard to th'c. friend <))ip nft<f 
<« aliiahtc- 6 f ci«e .Company,’ 'and the- Engli/jV Griefs,' I .'difmi/Tcd 
•f* the 'French Envoy, without ncjrotiatinir, or ‘even converfingwith 

‘“him. 
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, After producing this copy of a letter from MootJa^ 
jet* Booflato Colonel Goddard, Mr. Mailings informed 
the Board, that Moodajcfc Bflofla, notwithllanding all 
his former aferrions, and declarations in his praife and 

favour,” 


lt him. — I lifivc lately licaril, that fomc of yoiir people (Uoioncl 
* c Lellie) have hollilcly podefied thcmfelvcs of the fort of Cnlpce,' 
** which belongs to this government. This meafure is widely rc- 
“ .moved from the faith of the folemn treaty executed by the ling- 
“ lifli. When the* Governor of Bombay, in former times,' -.'put on. 

the mafriof friendiliip, for the juirpofei of deceit, ami aided! the 
** enemy of tin’s government, regarding \c::, sir, as fupciior^to 
f* all the other chiefs, 1 made peace and friendfhip wither a, and 
!* tltcfe are die fruits produced by this friendiliip " 

' “ You write,’ that the maintaining of friendiliip and drift union 
between our dates, is yodr rcfolve. — Ti it,' in t.Tcft, forthc.pre- 
‘‘•fervation of fricndlhip, that you trouble the dominions of this 
“ gbvernment ? — Such a mode tif conciuil is incohfiftcnt with die 
" maxims and u'fages of high and iiiuftrious Clriofj* It is mutually 
“ incumbent on us, to prelt!*ve inviolate the term’s of. the treaty. 
'*/ Should any deviation arife therein,” they arc the efTefts of the- will 
*•" and difpenfation of God.” 


. , . .'SECOND LETTER. 

It is univcrfally allowed, that there is nothing in the - world 
more excellent than' friendlhip. and harmony, which are blefiiiigs 
to mankind in general. The maintenance of every article of.the 
treaty, is equally incumbent on both parties. . It is not llipulated 
“ in any article of the treaty, that either party may fend' force* 
through the dominions of the other,- without confiilting him bc- 
“ fore hand ; and caufe trouble and diftrefs to the people. To' 
** what ru'le of friendiliip can be attributed the ftationing garrifons 
“ in the country of the other party? What has happened, is 
" then agreeable to Englilh faith. — In proof of this adercion, be 
it obferved, that Colonel Lellie h.is kept with him Koganaut- 
'‘■rov/’s vakeei, and, in conjunftion with' him, collefts money froini 
[“ the dominions of this government, by intimidating its fubjefts. 
•* This being the ‘cafe, what becomes* of.youl- aduranecs before re- 
“ cited?” — After recapitulating many abufes and circumftances, 
%Vith juft reproaches, on the mode of adminiftcring the Company’s 1 

' l t 

into 

if thtf.ncc- 




.favour,', was not . clic, rc:\l. Rajah .of .Berar, but only, the 
Nnib rajah, or . deputy, during : a minority ; , and that 
he was then. at ’the point of .death... • 

./Mr, ,’Francis finding that. all this. important. intelli- 
gence was hoc followed by any motion from the Gover- 
nor, propofed .two que'llions. to the .Board, .“Firfly 
That It appeared that Mood.jee Boofia was not'inclined* 
to join Colonel Goddard. — Secondly, That it was Moo- 
dajee Bnolla’s opinion, that the continuance of Colo- 
ncTGoddard’s march would be attended with the grent- 
eft ’difiiculdcs and dangers." The object of thefe quefv 
tions. appears evident, if they lyui not been relblyed.in, 
the negative, by Mr. Mailings and Mr, Harwell, ro' 
have been to elfablilh the affirmative, as a ground for 
recalling the detachment, or lending ic along the Nar- 
budeia to Baroach. 


By.Moodajee Booth's letter of the 25c) November, 
it is Angularly manifclt, that, on that day, or any day 
before* he had nor entertained even a remote idea of; 
breaking with the Poonah Government; that he was. 
alarmed for the f.ifety of his own country and very dc-,.., 
termiiied .not to. join Colonel. Goddard, and unwilling., 
to allow the detachment to enter his country under any 
pretext. He fpeaks the language of a man of l’enle, 
at]d he.advifes and rcpiefents jadts and apparent cir- 
cu mil art ces like a candid friend, and a lover of huma- 
nity and juftice. But his letters difeover no appear- : 
ance of that intrepid firm ebaradter, which Mr. Halt- 

“ rsty efyottr friend £vp, and nvil! fprend the fa me of ytmr^nd name 
“ thresgieii, the uni wife. From the commencement of the govern* 

4< limit of t be Pa.fl .veif they have enured into, tieatiet with many of 
“ ihe' Chief of the Raft mid U’<ft, and have never before experien- 
■ ceil fitdl n want af faiih, from any one. — Nor ever, tothepre- 
“ font tinie.’.'tiv.viated from their engrigcinei ts, dr been want mg to 
“ thc iliities of iricmlihip and alliance; The blame lefts Avidi you.” 
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in'gc, (wirli tk’uRvc enthu'fialm feeminglv) afcribed t6 
him, in his letter to Div igc'e Pundit, the Rajah’s mi- ' 
niihr, on tin* 2 .;d November. 14 as a pci Jl v rf approved 
44 i 1 . t ilud bravery” on which he (Mr. Hidings) pro- 
ilv.’.d to red his hop. s, “ that he would ardently catch at 
4k ' ibc'cijetis prefer ted to his view." And though it may 
be drictly rrue, as Mr. Ha firings faid in the lame letter, 
41 ’That, in the wy 1 : of his own conduit, he baa departed 
4 ‘ f. rvi the e-::::tani dne tf p'iic)\ in making advances, when 
44 ethers in his Jitttation would have waited for Jclidta - 
41 tiers ; v?r it does not appear that all his advances, and 
the flattering object predated to his ambition, have 
produced either an ardour, or a favourable irnpreflidn 
on the mind of Moodnjee Boofla. 


But if, after all, Moodajee Boofia be not the real " 
Rajah of Berar, it remained to be confidered, whether 
the (late of Berar could be bound by any aid of his; 
or whether the alliance, ofrenfivc and defenfive, which 
Coionel Goddard was directed to form with him in the 
terms of Mr. Elliot's commiffion, could be concluded .' 
with honour and fafety to the Company, when it was ’ 
pievioufly admitted, that one of the parties had nd' 
right in his own perfon, and the char aider in which he 
appeared, to conclude fuch alliance. 

On the 2 $th December, the Governor moved in 
council, that two battalions be ordered from the bar- 
racks in Caicutta,-]- under the command of Major Ca- 
imc, to reinforce Colonel Goddard, in order to fuppiv' 
ail lo-fies which the detachment had lufiered by Colonel 

Lcflie's 

* Vide the ictter in Appendix, A No. i. . 

f.Thc mo:'t dist-int llacii.n of ali the Company’s garrifons, from, 
the countr;, whui-- Coionei Goddard’s army lay. Belides that, the 
motion hail an immediate tendency to weaken and expoft the prin- 
cipal fortrefs ami capital, by whicli the Britilh empire in -India hung' 
ful'pended. 
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Lcflic’s dclav.% and bv tha length of their much. That 
they mould proceed to the wdlcrn frontier of Pali.*- 
nnoro, and there xvait the directions of Colonel God- 
dard, either for a junction with him. f r the p'chfiir n 
of Moedejt: Beef s': capital, cr to preserve the commu- 
nication with the Company’s provinces. Before the 
quell ion was put, Mr. Hands defined to fee the returns 
of the detachment, that the Hoard might know what 
lofs it had really f offered, and on what grounds the re- 
inforcement was propofed. Hut, no return; r.o letters; 
no explanations ol any kind, were produced. Mr. Har- 
well declared, “ That there nr.-. r.j hnUfp:nfd!c siecefity 
“ to ivfutr.ee the prepef tiers ; and that if he eras it Jons: 

his opinion, fsr.pl y os: the ntcejfuy tf she thing, he Jhculd 
“ certainly vote cgcir.f the snatch of the heps." Mr. 
Haflin-s, under colour of :tn objection urj.ed by Mr,- 
Francis, to the private correfpomh nee carried on be- 
tween him and the cummantiing ofilcvr, fait!, *• -l hut he 
“ had leer, thereby dfecuragtd trim offer dug the Beard, hi 
tl their eollttlive rapacity, th.je iiyfts, -.video upon many 
“points were tseeefetry for their infers:: :li'n." Let the 
world judge ol a declaration, fo daring and bold, from 
the chief let vane of a company of merchants, acting »nf 
immediate concert with a council, whale opinion*. sw.l 
power to over-rule hL w n. It will not admit of «mi- 
imvlvetfion, the lan;*ua*’c bcir.it too plain and c-uluk, 
as it was exprefi'ed. 
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Wand has \ hi hkdvfsderkllc)' \ J The purpofc 

of tiiis - reinforcement muft therefore be, to provide for 
the protection of Nagporc, the capital of Berar •, or, 
as Mr. Bar well expreffed it, “ to give that Security to the 
■pojfcjfms of the Iicrdr Chiefs as do dtfptl every apprehen- 
fion he pay.eittertr.ii} of'the'fcojlilities with which be may 
■"■be threatened'” From thefe explanations, it is tb be 
•underftood, that the Rajah of Berar, who with the af- 
fiflarice of the detachment, was tb bverfet the Maifratta 
ftate, -and to invade the dominions of the Deccan Soti- 
bali, wants, now, two battalions of the Company*? fe- 
yoy's-for the protection of his own capital, and' the fe- 
■ciirity of his dominions. 1 ' 

• ' December 31, 1 77S. In confequence of the reifolu- 
tion of reinforcing Colonel Goddard’s detachment,' the 
Governor moved, upon the 3 tft December, in council, 
•that although two battalions of fepoys. were more than 
•equal to the loflcs fuftained by the detachment, yet 
it may be advifeablc to guard againft all poffible cpntinr 
»encies, which it may not be fo eafy to provide for: if) 
■future* he therefore propofed that 700 rank and ! fije, 
fepoys, without officers or arms, be added to Major Ca- 
•friac’s’ two battalions ; and -that in this nmfip’edptij^'tnk 
■'officered ftate, unaccompanied by any efcort, thfolfgha 
■loti g and : hazardous country, to jqin Major Camac at 
Biflnepore, from the. Prefidency, Jvlidapore,; and Ba« 
rampore.* 


- "Mr. Francis oppofed the meafure, by a nervous' pi*i 
thy- minute, in w'hich he was fuppcrrted by Mr^Whelfcr: 
He- conjured as well the un military' arid dangerous^ ex- 
•ptdienty' as the addition altogether. ' ' The majority! :a£ 


•IV. ^ 


"'■* The firft "advance to 1 Mtyor Cam'ac, to defray' ‘the charge of 
rim reinforcement, was 436,793 current -rupees, 1 equal to £3, 6$dlV. 
ijerling. . 
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/length, yielded, to the reafons urged^ again ft the unarmed 
..and' unofiicered march, and contented, that they march 
‘with arms, 

t >>i ; 


\..Qmthe 4-tii -January, 1779,, Mr. Waitings, informed 
„jthe!Board, that by a letter from Colonel Goddard, da- 
,;fpd jhe 30th, November,- the detach metir ' was arrived, 
“on, the banks of the Na’rbudda, after a fatiguing- march 
.through difficult .pafles in the’ mountains,' land thaf. he 
jtlfeh faw no impediment, to his.croffing the river. 


-*Ji > - • • J * •*'» ‘.*1 ' ' 

By. letters. of ..the 2d and 5 th December,;communi- 
cated" by "Mr/Haftings. on the .7th. January;* .Colonel 
Goddard informs the Board, * that he had crofted the 
IStarbudda,- and was encamped -on the - fouthern banks 


, t “much Jhtaitered, and in want, of repair y but that the mm- 
\ i fferoffick‘ was reduced from 1 900, to about . aq<o” 


•TjheyGovernoi; , prefented to. .the, Board, - a,Iong,.-and 
^interefting fetter 'from Moodajee Boofla, under date the 
’^rh.lDefcembefj which, was received in .Calcutta the .2d 
.initajit. ^‘Ihftead of. Joining .Colonel Goddard ; : th e Ra r 
;jah. gi ; ves Mr.” Haftings a.gfeat ,deal of good .advice, 
‘both. moral a'rid- political, .concerning the prefervaripn-pf 
peacef'Hdelity -of engagements, juftice, clemencj^.&p. 
but in particular, “ he recommends it to him to a£i‘with 
** \ deliberation, and to proportion -his.. means to, his ends;” 
pbferving , that * it . is ■ a proverb,, \ that . whatever js deli- 
jberately ' done tsldme.well*^ ^.The letter breathes/fo 
jnu.cfi- good’ .fenfe^ ' humanity, juttice,;. and found, doc* 
r tnhei - that irf juftice to its'author, it wili obtaiha place 
‘in ‘the ‘appendix j to which an attentive perufal is re- 
.commended, for the .fatisfaftion- of the reader.* ,-*;/ . 

./On 


?Vide Appendix, A. -No. 2 . 
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* On the whole, it appears clearly, by thefe 'letters, 
that the Rajah of Berar, never had an idea of the ha-, 
tute and extent of Mr. Haftings’s views, much lefs of 
waging war again ft the Marratta regency, and the Sou- 
bah of the Deccan, or of entering into any engage- 
ments. with the Company, that could lead him into a 
rupture with either of thefe dates, his neighbours. In- 
deed, Mr. Mailings, in his recited letter of 23d No- 
vember, avows, “■ that tbs fuggcjlion originated fo/cly hi 
tc binfclf\ that be laid it as a bait to the Rajah's ambt- 
“ tic.n ; that without obfrving tbs common and u cjfvy 
rules of pebey, be bad advanced, tnj elicited ; and that be 
“ bad trailed to the Rajah's approved bravery and fpirit 9 
u to catch ardently at the object, which the Governor's in- 
<l genuitv and ps>Jbr;al friendjb.p had genercitjly dejig;: ed for 
u his aggrar.dijhnenl." The Rajah, wifely preferring 
peace in mediocrity, to the nattering but uncertain baic 
thus olFercd to his ambition, undertook to vindicate 
the Pailhwa fiom the deligns imputed to him by the 
Company's fervants, of a fecret connexion with the 
French, and earneftly offers his own mediation to ef- 
fedt a perfect reconciliation, an offer which Ihould im- 
mediately have been accepted of. Thefe fentiments in 
the Rajah, fhould have been confidered as a ftep to- 
wards taking a direct part with his countrymen, if the 
Comp my declined to acquiefce in his mediation, which 
•ftrongiv implied a diftruft in their faith and honour, as 
afting under the fame infatiable influence. * Ac all 
events, he dilclaims every thought of joining the Com- 
pany, againft. the Marrattas. After enumerating the 
feveral. chiefs, and their forces, who were prepared to 
oppofe Colonel Goddard, he cxprefsly fays, “ 7 he jmc- 
V lion of a body of niy forces with Colonel Goddard's , would 

H “ avail 

* The Rajah; accordingly, joined in the confederacy againft the 
Company, when nis offers of mediation were rejected, and he found 
that the views of Mr. Mailings were apparently hoilile to nil the 
native Hates of Hindoilan. 






** i ridhifteaW for Colonel 'Gdddfiidio retirin', ‘which would & 
“ riimijh thi awe and reftpcB in which' he was hcldf iri 
the ehd,' he tells, “ 'that fthc times reqiw : ei Wai'a coricilfc 
" at ion ’take place with the, ftoondh niiriiferi ’Thus, ill' 
India beheld the critical’, finiafion to which Mr.' Haft-, 
irigs’s politics had proeipitated the pdivef, 'which,' v/Keh 
he entered upoiv the adminiftratidn thereof, wa'r' vener- 
ated and . courted by all, except Hydcr- Alli-Cawjn, wh'd 
dreaded it 

- i < ‘ t ■ • 

** Siippofmg it poflibie, that every objection to the; 
meafure, oti the fcore of prudence of expediency; coiild 
be anfvVefed or removed, or, that . any degree of fuccci* . 
(Would hereafter furnifh ah unexpefted argument in its 
defence, there is Hill, another important point of view;* 
ln’ tyfiich it .. becomes the Company’s dignity and wifi 
dom to confidcr it. When Mr. Haftings engaged the . 
Company’s arms in offenfive wars, without ricceffity' or 
provocation, when he implicated their government ’in 
treaties and alliances with the Indian pov/ers, of Which 
War,” acquifition, and conqueft, are the foie objefts;' 
when he fent their troops far away from the defence of 
their own territories, when he difturbed 'the peace - bf 
India,, and when he avowed a vain, ambitious purpofe, 
fo far as to declare, cc If the Briiifth arm arid" influence 
“ have Jujfered 'a ftvere check in the wefenrwoHdf; ii' : is 
“ thb iiipri incumbent on tbofe who arc charged With the tn- 
1 fief efts of Great Britain in the \Eaf t toexertthemfelyh 

for the' retrieval of the national' lofts.. ’ . tfbafvhfthapeftbe 
ftrinedns iri our power ; and that with ftuch‘Juperior\ adri&f- 
“ J age fits rive' poftftefts over every power, wlriclfcdnppptfte iij\ 


\we 


* This paragraph is the juft idea of a perfon who knew the, (pint 
and efleft. of the whole p’roje&s of the Coxnpaby’s'IeadiTig fervants 
in India. It is borrowed, literally. 
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“ il'( jhsufd i::t r.fl :r.:rch ct: the n./nf.vi" Did not Mr: 
Mailings by. this dcd.ir.it ion, lubvert the fundamental 
principles of. the Company's policy ? Did he not difo- 
bey cneir repeated and mod . peremptory commands, 
and tranfgrds every line of limitation which they had 
prescribed for the aJminitlration of their affairs in ’In- 
dia? If the affirmative fhoul'd appear true, the Court 


of Diredors will undoubtedly recall to their remem- 
brance, the principles on which the Kohilla -war was 
unanimonfly condemned bv them, and how grofsly their 
condemnation of that mcal’ure has been flighted. They’ 
will refied on the nature and extent of the trull repoieu 
in them by the Company, and by the nation ; and fe- 
rioufly confidcr, on how piecarious a foundation, the 
Bririfh empire in India Hands, when one daring-indivi- 
dual can, at his plcafurc, fubvert every principle of 
their government,, violate their mod pofirive orders and 
Solemn inftrudions, contemn their authority, and fee 
their power at defiance. It will not, it is to be hoped, 
be too late for them to weigh the dilgraceful and dan- 
gerous conlequenccs of uniting conftnnt condemnation 
with conftant impunity, and of continuing men in fla- 
tions of the higheft trull and dignity, whom, if . we 
may rely on the opinion they have repeatedly exprefied 
of their conduct and charader, they ought not to think 
worthy of. the loV/cit. 


, .January 1 1, 1779. Mr. Francis, at a Board held 
the. nth January, delivered a minute to be recorded, 
in which his fentiments arc Hated at large, rcfptding 
Moodajee Boofla’s condud, and the critical pofition of 
the detachment, as well as that clcarncfs of. perfpicuity 
and. ability, which have diftinguifhed his oppofition and 
general condud.* In this minute, the contents of the 
Rajah’s letter are flridly canvafled, and a cohclufion 
drawn from them, that recalling the detachment would 
. .. . .bC 

> .Vide .the imnute in Appendix, A. No. 3, 
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be ; thefno£-dd vjfeable". ftep in. a fituatioh which, admits 
of .no one 'eligible refokmoh. ! To this mealiwe, rhe 
Governor,- -as fheftrongeft-proof- het’could exhibit of 
the unanfwerable : femiments - and' arguments j compo- 
jeoly replied thus-:.* 46 I have fern '■ Rfr.- fr finch's mi* 
* c _ nule,‘ and do- not : think ■necfjfary -or- proper' : to reply 

Jn-avday.or two after* the Board received the fir ft 
.intelligence, by way of .’Math as,”- of the liiotion of - an 
afmy frbm •. Bombay,, to-reinftate Rogaokuc-rbw in "the 
-Regency of , Poonah. 

- January 25; 'betters of -the" 30th December, : from 
: Moodajce Boofla, were produced in Council on the 25th 
January, ^confirming in- the moft explicit term?;. the" tie^, 
darations he had made fome weeks before in his letters 
.to Colonel Goddard ana the Governpr. j ftill'urging.the 
necefiity of an- accommodation with the Regency' of 
Poonah, . and .refufing to join ’.the Company ag^inff 
them. On this day, the Governor, nonvuhftarfdmg his 
profefied refolution, not to anfwer Mr. Francis's minute 
of the. 1 1 th inftant, quoted and reprobated the'opihion 
contained in it, in ter rm full of pafiion and contempt. 
Yet with' fo many new and material facts before hi rh, 
with, the certain knowledge of Mood aj ee Eoofla’s final 
refbjution?, and of the meafures taken at Bombay in 
favour of Roganaut-rov/, he himftlf propofed nothing, 
but-left Colonel G.oddard without orders orihftrudtions 
of any kind. 

Tetter? from norno ay or tneu 2th Decern per,, receiv- 
ed about the 28th' January, advifed that their forced 
. a moan dng to 3910,- officers, included, had gduaily 
.taken the field, to conduct Roganaht-row tOiPoonahi 
•That they had cometoth2t jefolunonon the’ i 2tb Oc- 
tober. That they had concluded a ncv/. treaty v/ith Ro- 

'ganaut- 
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ganaut-rowV . That'.thein lateftintelligehce'froriv Europe, 
gave .them not -.the fmalleft apprehenfion of danger tb 
Bombay in the abfenceof .their-troops. : Thar the whole 
conduct of-.the expedition, : ..wasientr.ufted to a' commit- 
tee confifting of MefT Carnac; .Egerton; -and 'Moftyn. 
That whatever turn affairs might taka-aCiPoonah; .they 
fliould certainly require, a xonfidef able augmentation of 
their, force to defend their ne‘w.acquifitions,.:and-garri- 
fori! Bombay. :That.-Mi\ .Draper ..diffented' from -the 
jtvhole .of the -.meafure. '.Arid . that . Hy'der-Alli-Cawn 
continuedroihew a difpofition ; very: favourable ; to" the 
French. . They .concluded .with requeuing the govern- 
ment .of Bengali immediately to fend them- the -annual 
fupply^ 'Mr.rHaftings declared his;.intention of- laying 
fome .propofitions before: the Board, in oaifew days, -in 
cdnftquence of :the. preceding.advices.fronrBombayy 

;>ii February*, 177.9. By letters from : Colonel- -God- 
dard; dated the 6th January, communicated on the; 1 ft 
.February,':. it appeared tHat.he.was.ftillr.in .the.’fahifr'pb- 
.iition; at Huffafiaba’d,".qn the, banks ©f.the.Narbd'dd^, 
:.but : that he. propofed -.moving, \in a -few -days,- towards 
'Boon ah.. Erom.amaccurate •map'.ofnhe route; the'dif- 
-tance fromHufianabad to Poonah, 'appears .to be ^yo 
Englifh.miles. ■■ As the-Prefidency.of. Bombay had're- 
Tolved bn the expedition, fo early as the- 12th Oiftober, 
and! the power. of commanding the detachment- having " 
.then;,' not been, .countermanded, ~ they'- were culpable in 
not-.ordering matters fo,- that the two armies fhould ap- 
pear before -Poonah at' the fame time s - when* - by a dir 
yifioh of’the Marratta forces, it is highly probable, that 
•■fuccefs-’wbuld- have attended the. Company’s- arms;- But 
.‘■this does: not appear: to have been: any- pafr' df ‘Mr. 
jHaftings’s.iplan.; ;and the P-refidency ofoBornb'ay-were 
.-fo confident of luccefsy that they>.were:un willing- to fuf-- 
Ter any .others to participate,. either in the emoluments 
-pf 'the credit- of itr •- 


! It 
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, It appeared a!fo, by Colonel' 'Goddard’s letter, that 
_ fodn aftefrcrofling the NatBudda, Be had deputed Lieu;: 
tenant- •WeatKerftbntf- to* Nag pore,,- in order" to prefs' 
-Moodajee- Bobftato concl ude'the'treaty; and immedw; 
.ately-;to"eriter upon :the' execution Of- it f-zBut /without 
the rmalleTt'fuccefs; .; That the Rajah declided eutering; 
liifto. 'any - treaty, or-'taking'any a&ive part-v/hateVer; tiii> 
-further -accounts (houjd ‘arrive 'from -.Calcutta/ ■/.That, - ’ 

. $6' colour this refufal, the Rajah pleaded the part takeif. 
.-by the' Council of Bombay, in favour of Roganaut-rowy 
rand that he folicited , as well -as” recommead&fthe,' relin-i 
-quifhirig of- Roganaut-row, arid, accepting r of- terms', 
frorri' the- prefent miniftcnalparty in -PobnaK; : Affuri; 
-edjyi the Rajahwas : juftified 'in relenting the meafurer 1 
•jiUrfued' in favour of Rogan'aut-row, ■ fo very; different, 
frbnvthe repeated folemn dedaratioris’and ziffurances by ! 
Mi.Haftings to himfelf, to * his Vakeel j.- and to "the’ 
IMarrgttta minifters, which is particularly mentioned in' 
ra.paflage of the Rajah’s letter of the. 5th December to 3 
-Mr. Haftings himfelf, in thefe words, “'-That Ms Var 
“■"keel'in Calcutta bad.it from Mr. 'Hajiingfs « own. mouth, 
*- e tbatAt. never was, hot is, 'deftgned by- the Er.glifh chief sf 
** .tofupport Roganaut-rov) 5 ” and that on the faith of 
-th'efe-'feuerated declarations; he, had ventured toimprtfs 
-the^ Regency of Poonah with the-fame a flu ranees:-' Itis: 
proper, however, to obfefve that the Rajah -had-beeh; 
fixwfin.a pacific refolutioh -long before it -was-poffible- 
- for-'him to 1 have heard of the movements at Bombayv 
which was evident, by his ufing the fame language on: 
the. 23d November to Colonel Goddard; with that /on 
.the 30th December, to 'Mr. Haftings, y and .the 'ariny' 

. did not move from Bombay until -the -2*dr.Nbyeinber-' . 
.Iti m'uftj neverthelefs, be admitted, that 'the/fupport 
thus given to Roganauc-row would 1 nat u rai I jeo n firm 
the Rajah in his fir-ft refolurion. It is - very evident/ 
that- Mr. Haftings ansufed the people of Bombay by 
infiltrating them to fuDDOrt the caufe of Roganaut- 
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rowj and kept them in total ignorance, as, to his 
views in- favour of the . Rajah of Berar,, and '.the real- 
defti nation of the expedition from Bengal under. Colo-, 
ncls Leflie and Goddard,..whofe orders were inconfc- 
quence as inconftant as a fhuttlc-cock, alternately placed 
tinder the authority of the gentlemen in Bombay, , or. 
relumed by the Supreme Board, or countermanded from 
Bombay to Surat, from Surat to Poonah, from Poonah 
to Berar, &c» in a confufed rotation, evidently calcu- 
lated to perplex, -confound, difappoint, and amufe.— . 
It is not the want of candour alone, but the want.of 
mature deliberation and confequent firmnefs,. which 
conftiiute fome of the errors ,fo confpicuous in.- Mr. 
Haftings’s political faculties. Colonel Goddard fays,- 
*\ *Tbat the fchemes of the gentlemen at Bombay, and theac- 
<l , live fart they have taken in fupporl of Koganaut-roio, have 
*V defiroycd all hopes of concluding the propofed alliance, with' 
* f the Court of Nagfore, until it Jhall be judged expedient 
“ by the Supreme Council to direbi the former to be relink 
“ quifhed, in order to leave room for the entire and free 
*,* adoption of the latter .” 

• Whether this was a mere, pretence in the Rajah, - or 
not, to excufe his refufal to. accede to* the. propofedr 
alliance, , or whether ;he ever really formed the project 
attributed to him by Mr. Mailings, ■ of aflerting a claim 
to the Marratta (late, is much to- be queftioned. — iCorl 
lonel Goddard: hi'mfelf took notice “ of the inconfifiency 
u . of , bis labouring fo Jlrenuoujly for the intereft of . the 
“ Paijhwa, ‘with .whom he mmnt foots to- engage in, -hofi-; 
U tilities ”, .And ednfidered his anfwer. to this qudiidn;- 
as a refinement: upon policy, that might almoft-lead to : fuf- 
that -be was. not altogether ferious , and determined 
*.*: upon 'the better ak* expedition.” \ 

. _ , . . . v;r. zi,y:s±z\ 

Sett ’rah expedition means the Rajah’s accefiion to the fupremfc 
fovereigney of the Marratta ftafe, ic being the ancient capital and 
feat of government.- 
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By Mr; Weaiherftone’s letters from ; Nagpbrc. to ^Go <; 
Jonel Goddard,. it appears i “ That the Gov'erhmhi of Br 
“ ha? were determined not to take any aSive'paft <ohatipir 



“ for a$ftimngthe''digmty of. Range ( or Ram-rajah) of . Set - 
terahy particularly the jfditb pledged; 'and the’- alliance of 
y friendfhip they ‘had' j worn ’to, ’ with tbs . prifent Rdifh&a \ 
^ that their ajfer ting' their prdenfms to the fovertigniy 



“ and. at the e:pence of their 1 ‘violating the. facr.ed * en- 
gogemchls before entered into'' with them ?' 1 ■: What 
a leffon of found - juftice and morality, public" and f pfi r 
vate faith, and exemplary virtue,- is here: ft t,' by ’men 
idiftinguilhed in Europe under the 'name ; cf\:rijidtls-,‘ ! to 
the reprefentatives of- a great : Chrifiian nation.!— How 
little tnuft the' Englilfi Eaft India Company feel their 
.Own real importances when- their- principal fervahtsex*- . 
pofe their reputation and credit^ to fuch humiliating-re^ 
proaches, as every exprefiion thus. tittered by- the M2r- 
ratta princes, thrufts a keen dagger into* their very 
vitals: "When the'force and effect of tbefe declarations 
are confidered, it will reft with Mr. Killings; to fatisfy 
the Company, that his plan,-' feted in tHednftrudions' 
to Mr: Elliot, ‘and in whichhe had embarked fo’deepiy, 
was not built without a foundation. . Mr: WeatherRone 
fays, .** That itfeemed now to le : the firfi wijb. tf the 
“ Court of Berar, to fet aftde cur cothu&ieti: -with iioga- 
riaut-rowy the fupporting of whom , 33 the ' Eje v, ; an fatd, 
he was convinced was highly impolitic ah and 'wittld , . in 



** the prejudices in the Deccan 'agajnjl hhn' would not edjily,- 
V if ever, beremoved -The remainder of Mri Weather- 



nation* 



% $ 


hoi: appear to have had any- precife information, or any 
accurate idea. To think otherwife iyorild • bfe. to tfiirik 
jiim giiilty of theblatkeft treachery.. . 


-February i* 1779. -Ail tHfc preceding .letters ..tid- 
ing been again readvin Council, .upon the of. .Fe- 
bruary- the Governor, faid, that jie. had riot had time 
to prepare the proportions which, he intended, to. lay 
before the. Board. His ; intentions,, whatever. :they may 
havebeen/ffiadnot yei tranfpiredi. but no orders /rom 
the Prefidency, could now reach Colonel Goddard, in 
time, .to affeft the motions' of the detachment ' 2 b’e- 
jcaufe^ if .he had marched on ..the twelfth afjariuary, . 
and met" with ho material, obftru&ibni he. ought 'to be 
atvPoonah, : -before .any 'letter Written at this time Could 
overtake - him. . The Board had no other knowledge 
. of -the .difficulties and oppofition, which, he might, ..in 
all likelihood encounter, than what. .was to be collefted 
*-from the Rajah’s letters. The .Board . Were equally 
. uninformed of the atftual ftrfcngth and condition of. .the 
detachment.- . Ori.thefe points, the Governor, continued, 
to obferve' a profound filence. It may .be concluded* 

- however,- from the, refolution to fend two battalions* 
with a dfaughtof 70 6 additional recruits, to. reinforce 
the detachment, that it muft.have fuffered co.nfiderably 
■ byfickhefsor defertion. It was known, that Captain 
Wray’s regiment of cavalry, was totally ruined ; and 
that he and feveral other officers had obtained leave, 
under- one. prCte'rice or other, .to return to. Bengal. — 

' Colonel Goddard’s public orders of the .firffiof Novem- 
. ber, accidentally produced at the Board of. Ordnance 
• by. Colonel. Pearce, begins with' declaring," * £ that the 
£ \ UmiUtary arid uriexanip'led [pint of \difaffefiion to the 
“ferpice, which .bad. fo manifefily. dt [played iifelf in 
i*lbe'“ frequent defer ttons from . the corps .of (Cavalry 

I ' “ rind 
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nd. 'infantry,, “within; a fiw ' days , wd/i'ccomc '■ <?':»&/- 
r of the viojl fo i ous, and important conjidcration 

' 1-,. •<' '.'J 1 iijJL V t. • •. 


v • I *, 

and 
“ /er 

There can be no. doubt, bud chat his numbers were 
•greatly reduced, nor was There -a.* chance of his being 
joined by the rc-inforcement under Major Cama&r 

On the fourth of February,' IVTr; Haftings laid before 
the Council, the draughts of letters by way of new in'- 
-ftruftions to Colonel Goddard,, ahd ntw, .refolution's, 
founded on the, late ad vices from Both bay.~Th c foriri 
in , which • thefe voluminous papers . were drawn’ : up, 
• Teemed. more than commonly loofc,' confuted, ahd in- 
tricate.:-- Whether they were .intended to': be To, br 
.whether they were haftily thrown together, without 
any fort ; of confideration or advice, may be equally 
doubted.^— Mr., Haftings’s fir ft general object was to 
•heap as much ccnfure as poflible on the Prcfidencyof 
.Bombay,, as well for what they have themfelvcs ; ddnc, 
. as. for the obftaclcs they have thrown in the way 'of {his 
negotiations with Moodajcc Boofla. — His fcqond ob- 
je£t plainly appeared to be, to break the treaty they 
had concluded with Roganaut-row, although qertairily 
warranted by the feveral letters of the eighteenth, of 
March. and- eighteenth, of Auguft laft, which hb; con- 
ferred ;,-and to revert, if poflible*’. to his: fa vbu rite alli- 
ance wich.Moodajee Boofla. —Theintro'dutiioh, or pre- 
amble to,, the draught intended for tile Frefidency: of 
Bombay, was the firft, although an indifedt 'cbmmu- 
,-nication of Mr, Hallings’s plan in favour of Mooda- 
,'jee Boofla, to that . Prcfidency, and the language is 
truly original, but very, con ftftent with its author. — • 
He fays, “It had formerly been a matter of great concern 
to. us, that you had fuffered fo' many opportunities to ef- 
ffi cape, /nice the conchifion, of the plan which’ you 1 had form- 
ed in December I'm', without . taking: any. effe final means 
to carry it into execution. It now 'lijf.ords us\cqnal; /con- 
cern and mortification* that you have precipitately, under- 
taken 


. « 
Cl 


cc 
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«* taken it , after having 'given us every reafon to ' conclude 
* u that. yen. bad abandoned it altogether, and compelled us . 
“. to. adopt, other meafures,' which in confequmce ff your 'epe- 
<c . rations , have.. been abruptly broken off, without int'tma - • 

' “ jf/nf /<? affording us time to fufperid 

“ the cotirfe of our mcafiircs, or to accommodate them to 
4t . Let thefe afierrions,. thus boldly committed . 

on the Company’s records, be compared with the au- 
thentic fafts. already dated-, and the injudice offered 
to the Gentlemen of Bombay, will appear too con- 
fpicuous .to be refuted. By the uniform tenor of 
Mr.- Haftings’s minutes, and the letters from and 
to the Rajah of Berar, it is unqueftionably evident, 
that -an alliance with the Rajah, and an embaffy to 
folicit:him to become a candidate for the Sovereignty 
of the Marratta. Empire, were the real objefts of that 
expedition,- from .the beginning, although he iiijudi- 
cimifly concealed them, and countenanced another* in 
diredfc oppofition to it. — How cruel and unjuft, there- 
fore,., were thefe contradifiory charges and cenfures, 
and the abfurd reafons afligned for a change of mea- 
fures.-. . ... '• • 

. To accomplifh his defigns, Mr. Haftings propofed 
that Colonel .Goddard, (whole' inarch to Po.o n ah he 
now. approved, although not ftrictly juftifinble under 
the lalt. orders of the. 23d of November} Ihruld con- 
tinue to- hold his command, independent of. the Go- 
vernment of Bombay.' — That Colonel Goddard may 
demand reinforcements frPm that Prefidency, -which' he 
.was lent originally to reinforce \ but thefe not to be 

. 1 2 / . • cp'm- 

. 1 ‘ ■ * . 

To judge From appearances* it is doubtful whether the Gover- 
nor's /ri'ixj.v orders, did not, by the fame meifenger, always f.iner- 
. ce'Je the /uWic-’oaes 01 the board, Colonel Lefiu*s letters do more 
thaujuiUiy tins' fuipidpni 


f: 6p' ): 







fliall in His mjnifteriai capacity; ',2eifrahd?bf Rioganautf 
row, a re-imburfement of the expences of the expedi- 

=r«m J’larlrc-' <rfirr|ipe f'k' rn nntTiVfrAV«.-.VVi w-'fi r(t* 



pn Sated. 1 xtr i he fiqmbayttre&ty; .ijvfuli for. the expenses of 

• _r' ' • ■* ■ -r-f - _ . -r .Tvi • t. ■ n . »r r.u - 



pany^tw Kichtwerei (iri'wodld/fefenr) --tot be:keprf,.nbswitJfe 

rwfeffc ceded FdvaV to 
i£e lannuirednii'hat > the -Prefiaency of. -'Boriibay- ihall be 


plTemptonlj^requited : and commanded^ iri fuclvcaiej 
toQecali iiieir tr6dps ; from Pooriah,^ and.-from th'e 'Maf> 

• l : ko inAritAmtiP* rtlroif^tTvryitrfln 



(^Voundshdf 1 *. "thefe in ftr udtio ns, ;\tfh'en'ever a tv: occafion 
sfiiaVnoffcr/.to. execute them, . confiftentl? witH.the-fore- 


igoingi xddlutions;' 



-i’O.i * ■' Thi s’ ! pafl£gt.-2CCOu nts ; in ‘^!icIt!tenns'lprXtbe 7 j!ftf‘^ 1 c*o?fen. 

-'aifo.-for-thi 
. <]Bornl 



C ); 

^:rpie-tpthofc:madcdymr,auihorit'y\with:birn i :and:there~\ 
"{fore decline to latter, into, the prppofcd negotiation,: For, if 
tiyoti bad concluded a treaty \wit\j. hinu .it would ' have been 
ft cur duty tefupport in: preference to any made. at Bom-. 
" : :bay> : that might .oppofe r. . : • ■. 

;.:As"vthe expedition over landjtvas planned .and refolvr’ 
ed on the'i 3 d.o£.Febr.uary..i 778 , . and by the 6 th aitir 
cle of xhe inttruilion's to. the Prefidency .of Bombay, to 
treat conchtfivcly and effectually with Roganaut-row,which 
have? never been revoked* bearing date the 18 th of 
the. enfuing.' month of Marchf the Supreme Council 
were, folemnly. bound. and implicated to perform every 
condition,’ which any fuch treaty might contain,, unlefe 
violation tifi faith, and prefrieditated'deception were in* 
tended '..frorh .' the beginning.-*- Why were not : £he. Go- 
vernment of Bombay, in fo iongan interval of. ‘time, 
and. after •fuclv.a feries of warm difeuffidn on;themea- 
fufes ' 1 in -agitation* commanded ^toforbear entering into 
any treaty vldth RoganaUt-tow, the- moment -that the 
•negociation with Moodajee Boofla was* refolved ; and tp 
forbear ^the vcorn'miffion of. -overt hoftilities againfl: the- 
MaHattas, iirilefs in-defence, ; until exprefsly'-authorifed 
by the Supreme Council, or Court of Directors ? . or, 
whyWere they not confidentially intruited . with .thede- 
;fign in! favourof Moodajee Boofla,. and' directed to edn- 
.tribute'to : its fuccefs, when.it was in : an advancedrftage 
•for'aCtion. ' 


vvAt’ a:? : confukation held the ; 8 th of ..February, Mr*, 
Francis rand Mr. -’Wheler delivered their opinions at 
large,'. qnVtheiGovernoPs "propofitions .of'.the^th • in- 
itan'e. — Their minutes will nor admit ..o‘f .being ab- 
ltra£bed,'without deviating from the;juftice<and com- 
th'erid>ti 6 n,,"which ; strength of judgments and .^reafon 




I'.. 7 °; ^ c,mrc 

f e y vjete.pppofef . .... V;V , V^V the governor »: 

tn y ;-.«•■•■* - ■ ._ „ 0 -, n t granted -i° ™ .- s ^afr.-. 

' 7ft.* “ 

OWO. W^-.fe«6*wf. fr " ro - 
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md-that it therefore, cannot; admit; .either of amend'-;' 
mentor addition. ■' *' ; 

2d. It is contended that the additional demand to be 
made by Colonel Goddard is unjuftj and can never be 
admitted by Roganaut-row, and that, even* were it 
granted, it would not amount to a reimburfement of 
our aftual expence.' 

. > 3d. That the conditional orders preferibed to Colo- 
nel Goddard, .and to the Prefidency.of Bombay, in cale 
of arcfufal,. are equivalent-to-a formal renunciation of 
the treaty.. .• 


4th. 'That the independent. command, pretended to 
be veiled in Colonel.. Goddard, while , he , co-operates 
with .the Prefidehev at Bombay, and adts on the fame' 
ground with their army,- is highly dangerous in itfelf, 
and cannot take effedt .without (ubvercing. the funda^ 
mental principles of military dilcipline and fubordina- 
. tion. ■ 


.. -5th. That a jumSlion of the two detach ments, . which 
the' inftrudtions pofitively preclude, may, inforne cafes,; 
be efiehtial to their mutual fafety ; and inrnany cafes, 
neceflary .to the fuccefs of their operations. . ■; 


l • , ' . - • • - . . ; * ' ‘ * * * . Vi 1 • ' - . 1 ‘ % 

i ■ 6th. 'That: the veiling Colonel Goddard y/jth-j'fepa^ 
rate .powers from the Supreme Board, to treat, with, 

. .' . . . .;.the 


** Goddard’s detachment commenced (in effeft) - in . March 1^78, 
“ u nd the whole was accumulating in April, as a fixed experice of 
*5 iwo lacks and. 6o,6;iq rupees per month, . befides extra and- eon- 
** i Ingent charges, befides the Nabob of Oude’s cavalry, and befides 
Mcjct ‘. amac’s detachment of 64, 6op. rupees per month.” 

_ Hio <;bli ryation on the 8th Article of the Governor’s propofitions,- 
CGv..:a"f.:n'"th'e breach of public faith,' and the 'charais.ert which 
th if'V'rrrn actions is likely to affix oh fhe Britiffi 'nanie in; India;’ call 
•ferrh tn.- retention of the Company and the Nation,* 
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the court *of ; Poonah, independent of the Prefidency of 
Bombay* tends to reduce rhe credit and influence of 
that Prefidency, for no adequate or avowed objeft ; 
mnd that it (lands in dirt -61 contradiflion to .the Com- 
pany’s exprefs orders given on occafion of the feparatc 
powers delegated toColonel’Upton, in the general fet- 
ter of yth Fcbruary 1777, paragraphs 21 to 24. 

. . . . ./ 

7th. That an attempt to renew the ncjgociation with 
Moodajee Bnolla, befides all formcr objections to' the 
tncafure, -is not warranted by the experience the board 
has had of his idifpofition and character, or by the treat- 
ment already received from him; nor can it be recon- 
ciled to the late treaty with Roganaut-row. 

In the face of thefe, and -many other arguments, the 
Governor’s propofitions were voted by himfelf and Mr.- 
Barwell, without deigning a reply, 

“The Governor -guided by fecret- motives, purfiicS the 
fame line of inconfiftency, in a letter laid before the 
Board, on the 9th of February, .prepared, by himfelf, 

: for Moodajee Boofla, containing fome remarkable paf- 
fages . He laments rather th an complaint; of- the dijlfufi 
entertained 5 by the Rajah; and declares, that had* he 
accepted of the terms offered to him by Colonel God- 
dard, and concluded a treaty with the Government of 
r Bengal,- he (Mr. H.) (hould have held the obligation 
of it, 1 fupferior-to that of any engagement formed by the* 
• Government of Bombay and (hould have thought it 
< his duty- tohave maintained ir,-. &c. againjtfvery cpn- 

“ Jiderationt even of the mojt valuable -inlerejis endjafety of 

ihtEngitJbfoffeffms intntjled to his-charged'*' - ; Arthe 

. .feme 

. if a zruuj. 01 wmcn-mr, waitings rrcqnmuy.e^'jbittirnz* 

.slfcitpTOofs. .. It 'lurpafles,, however, the bittereft.accufatioasof to 

adverftfies, • an&^expofes, views and/purpofes totally inconfiSeotwith 1 
Satjrandfidditj'. ’* 
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•fame time, however, he reminds him, that the origi- 
nal ihientioH ot fendirig an'EHglHh "army Jfronv the eafr 
tern to’ the weftefn fide Of'Ihdiaj was to aflift the Go* 


veVnment of Bombay in the;acc6mpliflimeiit of a plan 
concerted with ‘the’ -adtual rulers' of the Marratta flare; * 
He might with greater propriety, have added,- •“ and to 
“ excite dread and jcalottfy in the minds of all the Princes bj 
tc HindofianP He'concludcd, .with profefling, that his 
difpofition and wifhes remain the fame ; that nothing is 
ye'tloft, arid'lhat he clefired to' be yet guided by the : Ra- 
jah's inclinations.-}* ■' • ‘ 


In confultation on the nth of.February, the Gover-; 
nor replied to Mr. Francis’s minute of the 8th, although 
the propofitions to which it alluded, were then voted by 
himfelf, and Mr. Barwdl, without deigning a reply. 


The only fubjeflt in the proceedings of this and the 
following day in council, onfifted in thetJifcuffion of 
former points, arid cavilling upon words. Whether 
Mr. Francis’s aflertion in his minute of, the 8th, that 
Mr. Elliot’s embaffy to negociate with Moodajee Bo.ofla, 
“ became the main and foie object of the expedition under. Co- 
“ lonel Le/lfe.” . With his ufual addrefs, Mr. Haftings 
laboured to, contradifl himftlf, and maintain that the 
expedition had other objects more. immediately in view. 
But his opponent, , by recurring only to recorded fads, 
Bluing from the pen of Mr, Haftings himfelf, without 
a breach of good manners, or betraying any perfonality 
or refenttnent, fupported his, original allegation, and 
ftripped his adi'erlary. of the flimly mail; in which*. ife! 
again meant to impofe upon the underftanding of man-r 
kindi 'as he'feems to‘ have.fuccel'sfully done. on the cre- 
dulous minds, of his .employers. ; • — : ~ ,* 

* ' This was the firfttime he intimated, the Bombay plan to the 
Rajah. On the contrary, he cautioufly laboured to conceal it from 
'his knowledge^ and: repeatedly denied: every purpofe-.in favour of 
Roganaut-row; iiJVrr. 

•' t ‘If would be improper In this place, • not to infert aadhoote/ia 
Hioft curious paiTage in the Governor’s letter to MeodajceJBoGfjla^ 

K - “‘To 
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, One quotation on each fide will ferve as a fpccimeri 
of! the whole controverfy, there having been nothing 
new argued, except fuch illuftrations by Mr. Haftings^' 
as the heat of argument extrafted unguardedly from 
him in his own disfavour*, and therefore the fpecimcn 
now fele&ed fiiali be the moll favourable to him. 

The Governor’s quotation is thus introduced, '* To 
c fo pointed a denial of the Governor's affertions, the bcjl. 
6 argument which he can propofe will be a reference to Mr. 

* Elliot's inJlru£tio»s h in which he is airefied to fufpend his 

* negcciations with Moodajee Boofla , on the information of 

* any engagement a finally concluded by the Prefidtncy of 
f Bombay, and. to conform to it? * 

Which 

** To yop, I had unreferved'y committed all my views, partly and 
** indiJHnClly by letters, but very fully in repeated conversations with 
“ your Vakeel Beneram Pundit, as it would have been very impro- 
** per to have affairs of fuch delicacy and importance committed to 
** letters, and to the hazards to which thefe would have been expofed 
“ in a long and doubtful journey. Tour caution was fill greater, 
“ and perhaps more commendable, although I may regrettbe neceffity 
“ which preferibed it, for neither your letters, nor the letters of JJe- 
“ tier am Pundit, afforded me the leeji elue, to judge of your fentt - 
“ Inents or inclination rcjpeiiing the particular points of a 3 ion, which 
*- were to form the ftbfance of our projected engagements ; and al~ 
“ though, from your general profejjions , mid. the warmth and Jin - 
“ eerily with which thefe were m'anifejlly dictated , I had every rea- 
** fon to conclude that you approved of them • Tel, 'without fame af~ 
“ furances, common prudence required, that I Jhosild not precipitately. 
M abandon every other ref our ce, and irrevocably commit the honor, 
and interejls of this government in a doubtful meafure. Precau- ^ 
“ tions were taken,' that nothing jhould be undertaken by any of the 
** governments dependent on this,' which might eventually interfere 
“ with thofc actually concluded with you.*’ 

A general reference to the preceding .ftatc of authentic fa6ls, is 
the fevereft anti jufteft cpijinaent that can poflibly be made on the 
above extraordinary ftyle and afleverations, as well the unwarran- 
table confellions contained in it. The reft of the letter runs in the 
fameinconfiftentftrain. 

How palpably is this quotation contradicted jn the letter, of the;- 
oth current, recited in the foregoing page, and in the. above note. 
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Which Mr. Francis’s minutcs’refutc by many quota- 
tion, and firit by a reference to the very paflTage in Mr. 
Elliot’s inftructions, quoted by Mr. Haftings, thus : 

« Even thcpajfagc quoted by the Governor general proves, 
c that the junblien with Moodajec Boofla was not eott/t - 

* dered by us as little more than an eventual refourcc, * 

* but that it 'teas then our main and principal objeft. On A 
c fuppe fit ion that the Prejidency of Bombay might have en - 
‘ tend into engagements with Reganaut-row the in- 
ftru&ions referred to by the Governor fay, “ You will 
.** fo ccndnPt yourjelf as to conform to their meafttres, if you 
** en: eenjijiently with the prior intention, which you will 
** give to our views *, remembering that a defenfve. alliance 
lt with Moodajec Bcofla being the permanent object of yotir 
“ commiffion, yeti arc to fuffer no cot ft deration whatever to 
Kt dire fl you from that object . 9 . 

Mr.' FYaricis, after a multitude of replications and 
rejoinders, dofes the debate by a fur- rejoinder, in the 
following cool, judicious terms : 

* If 'hen fundamental maxims of policy are avowedly fei 

* cjide, ‘ the change of eircumjtanccs Jhould not only be clear 
c and. incontrovertible but it Jhould be fitch a one as war - 

* rants the adoption of new and opyojitc principles of action. 
x Jam net fujfiaently majler of the revolutions which have 
V happened in the Mar rat ta empire ftnee April' If] and 

* which in fo'Jhcrt a period arc Juppo/ed to have produced a 
;* lotaV'aiicra'tidn in its dr cum fiances, to oiler into that part 

* of the queflVon. faking' the JaSs as they are Jlated by 
1 the Governor f it feems to. me an obvious conclufibn, that 
: *. if it 'Wire' dangerous to us to unite with the Mariettas , 
'* When their empire: was eiiiifej and in its full vigor, it 

\ 1 " ' ''' k. '2 ' , ; '.mujt 

. The . Governor in his juftifying minute, 'ufes thefe. words, 
“ That the junction ■ with the Rajah of Bcrar was cohji dered as 
" Htth more than an eventual rtfovrcrJ\ 
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4 mift be ufelefs to commit cur f elves y by taking any -part in 
*• their divifms , when their empire is falling to pieces of it - 
c felf. Either way , our engaging the Compaq's arms in 
*' offenftve wars , whether in conjunction with a ' part , w 
c . /£<? whole of the Man alto, empire , » indefenfible, Jince 
4 *7 « equally contrary to the Company's folemn aitd repeated 
,* commands.' 

At a cbnfultation held the 25th February, the Gover- 
nor laid before the Board,- a paper received the day be- 
fore from Madras, containing intelligence of the defeat 
of the Bombay army near Poonah, which he faid, he 
believed to be but too true, but that he did not think* 
proper to propofe any immediate meafures to be taken 
in confequence. 

The paper which conveyed this mortifying intelli- 
gence, was^a literal tranflation from a letter to the* Na- 
bob of Arcot from his Vakeel at the court of Poonah.-^- 

* It reprefents the difgrace pf the army, and the Compa- 
ny’s arms in fuch humiliating terms, that the probable, 
or perhaps the poflible chance of retrieving the national 
fame and reputation in India, muft be'the cffe£b of time, 
let their fuccefles be ever fo quick and great. 

The fourth paragraph reprefents the firft conference 
of the Marratta Chiefs, after the approach of the Bom- 
bay army, thus : 4 All the Chiefs having met to confult 

* what was to be done in the prefent Jtate of affairs , they 

* all with one voice agreed , that if Roganaut-row came 

* with bis own forces alone , they jhould receive him , and 
1 give him a Jhare of the power as formerly. But /nice he 
6 came with an army of Englijh , who were of a different 
e nation from lhem > and whofe conduit in Sujah-til-Dowla's 
‘ country , the Rohille country , Bengal , 'and the Carnatic , 

• they 

* See the tranflation in Appendix, A. No. 4; 
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4 they were well acquainted with, they unanimoufiy deter - 

* mined not to, receive Rogar.aut-rcw, as etberwife , in the 
'■end, they would be obliged to for fake their religion and be - 

* conr the Jlaves of Europeans j upon this they exchanged 

* oaths.' 

After relating journally, the proceedings of both ar- 
mies on the field of Tulicanoon, the Nabob’s Vakeel 
fays, 4 On the i $th January , the Marratta Stirdars (Gc- 
* nereis or Chiefs) wet: t to the trenches , and began firing 
e again , />;//■// aw ;;o/ anfwered from the Englifh camp ; 
€ fosn after , Afr. Farmer , (a Gentleman who was feme 
•* time ago at your High: eft's court) came from the Englijb 

* <7J/7Jp, and the fire of the Marrattas immediately ceafed. 
*The Marrattas fer.t for him into the prefence ,* and Mr. 
‘ Farmer faid to them — We are only Merchants.— 

* When disputes prevailed with you, Roganaut- 

* row came to us, and demanded our protec- 
tion: — We thought he had a right to the go- 

* YERNMENT, AND GAVE HIM OUR ASSISTANCE. No- 

* THING BUT ILL FORTUNE ATTENDS HIM, AND WE 
c HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO THIS MISERABLE STATE BY 
‘ KEEPING HIM WITH US. — YOU ARE MASTERS TO 

* TAKE HIM FROM US. We SHALL HENCEFORTH AD- 

* HERE. TO THE TREATIES THAT HAVE FORMERLY 
•* TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN US. Be PLEASED TO FOR- 
, c GIVE WHAT HAS, HAPPENED.* 

<e The Marratta Minifters anfwered — Roganaut- 
“ row is one of us. What right could you have 

* 4 TO. INTERFERE IN OUR CONCERNS WITH HIM ? We 
44 NOW DESIRE OF YOU TO GIVE UP SaLSETTE AND 
** BASSEEN, AND WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES YOU HAVE 
.«* POSSESSED YOURSELVES OF, AS ALSO THE ClRCARS, 
«* THOSE OF .THE PERCUNNAHS OF BaROACH; &C. 

“ WHICH 

* The Eaflcm term for an audience,- 




( 79 ) 

After exhibiting fuch diftinguifhed marks of the mo- 
deration of the Marratta Regency, on an occafion fo re- 
markably favourable to their views and gratifications, it 
would be unjuft not to transfix fo honourable and equi- 
table an impreflion, by a reference to two letters from 
Siccarum Pundit, Mi nifter of the Marratta Sovereignty, 
to Mr. Ballings, in his higheft capacity of Governor 
G; nrr.d, received in Calcutta the 7th and 12th Decem- 
ber 1 7~S •, together with an extradt to the fameeffedt, 
from Mo- dajee Bv.ofla, the Rajah of Berar. Thefe 
communications, which are impregnated with the noblcd 
qualities which the human mind is capable of entertain- 
ing. are placed in the Appendix under A. No. 5, 6, 
and 7. 

On this day, Mr. Francis, finding no propofition 
made by (he Governor, moved, that orders be lent 
to General Siibbert, to put him on his guard, and to 
hold the troops Rationed in Rohilcund, and inOude, in. 
readinefs to march. The motion was oppofed by the 
Governor and Mr. Barwell, as unnecefiary and unlear 
fonable. The Governor laid, “ be wifbed it bad not been 

wade." Yet in the end it was agreed to,' with an 
amendment propofed by Mr. Barwell, which carried the 
principle of the motion much Farther than Mr. Francis 
intended : i, e. “ That, the two brigades fljottld be imme- 
diately ajfcmbled and encamped .” Mr. Francis. Rated the 
evident contradidlion contained in the arguments ufed 
by the majority, and therefore oppolea the motion. 

March 1. Letters of the 7th of February^ from Ma r 
dras, and of the 26th of January, from ColonclGod- 
dard,. were laid before the Council. That from Mar 
dras had the fignature of Sir Eyre Coote.f.with thofq 
of the eRablilhed Prefidency, which Rated, in Rrong 
ferms, the fatal confequences likely to attend the difaRers 
at Poonah, particularly to the Government of Madras. 1 
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They fay, rt flat 'by one ill-timed and unfortunate enter-- 
‘ prize, the reputation of cur arms is fullied^-and the 
4 friendship of the principal Indian States,' '’hazarded, cr > 

* loft forever ; and that too, at a period when we are en- 

* gaged in a w, which calls for the exertion of all: cur’ 

* force, and the good-will of every fate in alliance with usd 
In the conclufion they recommended*’ ‘ to direff the 
4 retreat of Colonel Goddard through Berar, towards the 

* ccaf of Orixa , and the northern Circarsd 

By Colonel Goddard's letter it appeared, that he wai 
uninformed of the event at Poonah j he inclofed a let- 
ter of the Mth January, from General Carnac and Co- 
lonel Egerton, in which they advife him to proceed ei- 
ther to Baroach or Surat, or to remain on the borders 
of Berar j but do not advife him to advance towards 
Poonah. 

This advice difeovers, that thefe Gentlemen found 
out their mi flake before the firft aftion with the Marratta 
army. — And concluded, that if Colonel Goddard conti- 
nued his march towards Poonah, his army would be cut 
off or forced to furrender at diferetion. He wifely and 
happily followed the very fcafonable advice thus given ' 
to him. Himfclf was of opinion, that a profprft of be^ 
ing able to effect the revolution in favour of Roganaut- 
row, thcmfelves, was the motive for exprefling lb little 
anxiety about the arrival of his detachment. The Go- 
vernor, without propofing any inflru&ions for Colonel 
Goddard, moved, * That General Stiller / fsculd It er - 
4 dcred to fend the firf brigade acrojs the Jumna, and 

* to encamp it on the other ftded Mr. Francis exprefled 
at once, his fenfeof the meafure, but defired that the 
further confidcration of it might be put off till the next 
morning. This wasconfvnted to by the Governor, on 
condition that he might be allowed an opportunity of 
confidering Mr. Francis’s objc&ipns to the motion, be- 
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fore they were brought into debate at the Board. Mr 
Wheler and Mr. Francis concurring in opinion, drew 
up their reafons in the form of a joint proteft, which 
they fent next morning to the Governor, before' the ' : 
meeting of Council. 

March 2 .• The next day Mr. Hjtftings, began with 
declaring, ‘ That he bad not read the joint proteft f and 
delivered in a minute retracing that of yefterday. 
When this bufinefs was over, and no propofitions made 
by : the Governor, Mr. Francis moved, * That orders -he 
*fent to Colonel - Goddard, to rctjre to Berar, and frbm 
* thence toward the coaft of Orixa , a)id the Chicacole Cir- . 
‘ car % fuppojing always that thefe orders were to reach him 
c before be quitted hisftation on the Narbudda.*: The mo- . 
tioii was ordered to lie for confideratipn. 


In a debate on the 4th March, upon Mr. Francis’s 
motion of the 2d; it was rejected by the- ufual majority. 
T.he.difcufied fubjefts will throw additional lights upon 
the political views and principles of Mr. Haftings. He 
pbjedted. to. the motion for two reafons. ift. .? Becaufe 
' rhe -thought it 'probable that Colonel Goddard hqd refumed 
'• the :pegociation\with: Moodajee Boofta. id.- Becaufe the 
c propdfed route , c/sy through the -dominions : of the Nizam , - 
.* whoii.it :is. itot, to.be <expe£led, would confent to their paf- 
l fage, ^ nor (.was . this. a time . to furnijh him with -a pretext - 
\ for' opeW ' hoftiliiies :againft < us* ..Yet "the negotiation, 
which 'Coldnel jGoddard is fuppofed to have refumed, 
and which iMr.-Haftings thinks it unfafe to interrupt^ 
has theanvafion. -of the Nizam’s dominions for one of 
itk-principalobjedts. ^Did hot the fame reafons ^pply 
moretftrohgly r and .direftly, to : the march of the -fame 
detachment through the.Marratta-dominions ?— It will 
appearfrom: the; Governor’s minute,. that conq ueftand. 

L -extent 


• ;*^he minutes on both fides ’deftrve the attention ©f the. Court of 


Directors, 
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Extent of. dominion, were, held out as his profefied.and 
avowed pbjedts, and that. Mr. Francis’s endeavouring to 
Confine the Company’s arms within, their own a£Fual 
pofieflionf, is conftrued as prefcribing.narrow, limits to 
their Government. 

On the 8th of March,- Mr. Francis recorded a com- 
prehenfive and judicious minute, .in reply to the objec- 
tions rriad'p to his motion, and in refutation of. the gene- 
ral Hodrinpadvanced and maintained byjVJr. Haft imt' — 
the ^.th paragraph’ of which is to the following purpolc: 

• • . V 

; f That the limits he weald pr.efcribe to the Britijb Empire 
e in India , is wide enough to anjwer every ipife and profit- 
6 able purpofe. That their arms Jhould be employed in fecur- 
1 trig what they had acquired. That all their acquif lions 
i ‘;'tnoj he tofi , by endeavouring to extend them ... That if cp- 
1 prfite maxims are recommended as a wifer. policy, they are 
* not Supported by the example of Great Britain , That the 
c difiant dependencies of Great Britain originated in a fpirit 
i of Commerce and Colonization. And, that though their 
e fleets aided with honour in the, mofi difiant quarters of the 
i globe , the ftccefs of naval enterprizes proved nothing in 
-* favottr of expeditions by lend into the hearts, of countries. 
5 bofiik' and unknown.* * 

. Mr. Francis conceiving from indirect exprdfions, 
which the Governor had uttered, that the weight of his 
objection lay to the movement of the. detachment into 
xhfe Chicacoi; province/ propofed again, that it might 
be ordered mto Berar. * But he was miftakenj it mc{ 
r the fime fate. But whether the arguments ufed againfc 
the freon d motion can be reconciled to zhoft which were 
employed againft the firft, may defer ve the cohfideration 

of 

. • The latter part ecr.rerr.ir.g Brirajn, allude! to Ohfervtdcn; and 
Cor.jarjfor.i in Mr. Hafting%*» minute. 
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b£ ttie Court of Direftors, who' hive tfiem at lafge iip’on 
their records. * In this place,-.however i; k maybe;. mate- 
rial' toobiefve, that fuppofirig any future turn of events; 
fhouldjin the eyes of thofe who judge, only by events; 
render it a fortunate circuniftnnce, that Colonel God- 
dard fliould have proceeded to Surat; Mr. Haftings \vill 
have no merit from that meafure; or from any advanta- 
geous confequehce which, may . attend -it; fince it has 
been demonftrated beyond the power of doubt;- that 4C3 
Objeft was diametrically oppofite to fuch an. idea. - And 
in this day’s debate Mr. Haftings exprefsly faid, “{That 
“he wijht'd equally with Mr. Francis, for the rettirii oft hi 
“ detachment to Berar and equally dreaded to hear of its 
'“'proceeding to the other codjl.” - In the . fame ^.debate he 
obfervedj' “ that theplan for re/loritig Rogariatit-rOw.hav- 
“ thg failed; Colonel Goddard was under exprefs orders, *ori 
“ receiving advice of fuch conclufton to recur to bis liegocid- 
“ tions' with Moodajec Boojla , which tiecejfarjly. and iina - 
“ voideibly implied his return to Berar” : Arc chefe.. dark 
myfter.io.us trinla&ions confiftent 'With. Mr; -Haftings’s 
jiiiblic duty ? • Or, arc they either honourable or. poli- 
deal ? • •. 

' 'It will hereafter appear; that Colonel God^dir.re:* 
cclved thanks and rewards for taking -that very* ftep* 
which,- according, to Mr. Haftings’s p'refent .declaration, 
mult be contrary to his exprefs orders', admitting tliat he 
yjas'jliftifi&d 'by the nfccefiity of Kis fituatton,ih pro- 
■ deeding,' by 1 forded marches,- to Sit rat, as.foon as he.had 
'‘hcard ot-tlie defeat near Pooriah; Mr., Haftings has felear- 
vdy'nb {h ire in 1 the lihrerit of that refolution,'.or-in any good 
,!T c6'nfetjtiences that might haVe attended : i t, .(ih’ces , “ Accord* 


* Thefe were private orders, without the knowledge or concur- 
’■t rcace'oftfte'* Board: i* II r. , 
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. .March 'letter from. Colonel Goddard, dated 

the^th of February, From: BrAhmportyjmnouncing his 
.purpofe of:m»rching the next day towards Surat, in ccn- 
Jequci:ce of order i he had received from the deleft Gom- 
. mittee of Bombay, ,\yas laid before the Board. : By the 
-letter of the Bombay Committee, dated 22d January, he 
is. informed that they arc .not . at iiberty .ro give him any 
prccife .information as to tiie reaforis of the return, of 
their army, or the probable confcquences of it.. In 
purfuance of his refolution Colonel Goddard moved on 
with his detachment, and arrived at Surat about the 26th 
.of February, having not .feen an enemy, nor met with 
; any-.oppofuion whatfoever in the march from Brahm- 
p.ore. — Had the army been commanded by a man of 
lefs bravery and a&ivity, the chances were a hundred 
to one againft the fuccefs of the expedition. The Mar- 
rattas. called in all their troops to oppofe the Bombay 
army 5 and the treaty made with Mr. Carnac lulled them 
into a fecurity, until it was difavowed in Bombay 5 and 
in the mean time, Colonel Goddard prdlcd his march, 
and efcaped. 

_ The Kcmarkcr having, in the preceding detail, -en- 
deavoured to Ihcw the origin, principle, and progrefs 
of the Marratta war, which cannot fail to lead the mind 
- to underftand its probable confcquences on the difpo- 
fuions .of the native powers in India againft the Britifh 
name, he thinks it lefs ncceflary to purluc the fame pre- 
cifion in the few obfervations that are to follow, in rela- 
tion to dates and trivial difeuflions, while he adheres with 
confidence to teal fatts, in narrating the leading prin- 
ciples of adtion. 

. Mr. Francis, by minute on the 15th March, exprefted 
a concern and furprife, at not having heard from the 
iVeftdeacy of Bombjy, concerning the defeat of their 
tinny, the nature ot the terms ftipulatcd with the re- 

gcnc 
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gency of Pdbnah, ! an'dtheir farthefdetermiiiatibn. He 
infinoated awapprchenflon, that reduced to an' extremity, 
approaching to defpair, and having'nothingrfiore to lofe, 
they, may be - impel led by a fertility; which; deceffity. is 
too ready- to engender, td renew the war at all hazards. 
That paft_ experience had afforded too much 5 reafoh to 
juftify that fuip'icion, and therefore, in order to prevent 
the probability of fuch injudicious and dangerous mea- 
fures,- he moved;-’ 
n , ’ c ** ! * • . ‘ - 

:!*'■?* -That a letter be immediately •written h the .Preftdency 
of Bombay, to i exprefs the "concern and furprife of 'the Board 
■*. l at .the' profound ftlence they" have' obfervcd to the fupmhe 
’*.* adminiftration ', ' on the late operations and defeat of their 
1 “ army, and' to' prohibit them in the moji pr ccift: and pof five 
“ terms, 'cud fis they will anfiuer the contrary at their peril* 
> *? from commencing or renewing hojlilities agaifijl thcMarrat- 
i 55. tas;br any ; other Indian princes or powers,* except in' their 
' 5* own immediate defence, without our corifetit and appro - 
,“ bathn, ! frft bad and obtained.” 

This motion was negatived by Mr. HaftiPgs and Mr. 
Barwell. - And certain it is, that nothing can fhew the 
-fpiritof oppofition, and its fatal influence oyer- every 
-principle tif reafon; policy, and concern for- the Com pa- 
-ny*s intereft in -general, than the very loofe and frivolous 
"reafons oppofed to this motion, without dilavowing the 
expedienCyi-and even acknowledging the propriety of it. 

'On the iyth bf March a letter was received -from 7 the 
Prefidency of Bombay, dated the 3 d 1 February? -intima- 
ting the failure of the expedition againft Pooriah; .by 
the defeat of their army, and that they did not think 
SxHemfelves- oBligated. by. the . conditions of 'the' treaty ; 
daut thattlie'y h ad'jn tention s to enter into anoth'er-treaty 
iwifch theMarratt'as, ahd'.h'ad,--therefore^ordcre'd'Gol 6 nel 

Goddard’s 
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. ■» .» * 

:Goddard*s- detachment ,to march, to -Surat, inftcad nf 
ppmipg to Bombay. 


."Mr., .“y^heier. made^jong and fenfiblc' rhl nptej y .expp- 
Tirig^ rwithbut exaggeratiOn', ' the' critical,' But above ail, 
,the ruinous and expenfive ftate and petition of ttie Com- 
pany’s, affairs in India, -and earneftjy'recornmended the 
means of procuring„.peace, at any tzKy^mfome of the 
Quarters, ; where they are 'thf^tened; with^o^iiit ^ 0 









cHiatiph, and ; a proper undefftandihg,; which had been 
effedted between , him 'ahd the Governor, the -latter Tn- 
traduced an* elaborate; minute, complimentary of the 
former. - And then, after dating the difgrace of the 
JBombay army, ,’and. the. nature of the treaty, made, on 
the field of batde, by pcrfohs uhauthorifed. to fubferibe 
to TucH- conditions, and: without a knowledge -of "the 
yant.of that authority in thole whoexa&ed it, ; he pro- 
jpofed 'the; following conjeftures to the cdnfideratibh of 
the Board; , as a ground to raife real. prdpoiiubHs fipon. 


•lit, « That .the Marrattas .ought to be TatiSfied' with 
the^pofieflion ofRoganaut-row, and to relinquifh the 

“ other terms of ,the. capitulation.’ . 1 . , 

*• ■ . o:” itn'v/o: 


.. ; . 2 d, tt .That if the.Marrattas have* in lifted on the con - 
‘‘ ditions, that it is probable the S e) edbCprn m i ttCe have 
“ rejfufed compliance; . and ? called upon” CPfpflfclGpd-' 
** jdard.i'tp.aid .themincontinuinKlthe ^var.” * 


^d/'^'That 


Avon .more.ofthe ftyle of a r*»$«wwy than.tjie cottduer- 

„„ , qucritly it may- Be thoiigHPfoniewH'at ihcielicitc %n«l un- 

feafonable, confideiing theextreme-lnodcxttfbh of the real xin^uitorsi 
oirthe£i5tK:and i6th' January 


. * v This > , 
ed f tonfequeritly 
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'^d, Th.it the Marrnttas, knowing ’the in validity of 
« the aft, had evafion in* contemplation, in order to re- 
««. new, the. waif when ,they fhould be able to profecute it' 
V with furor efieft, %ylth the afiiftaricc of the French from 
’« Mauritius. 


. . 4th, . ^ That the, divifions of the Marrattas have been 
11 but fupcrficially covered, and not healed'. 1 Tljafthe 
“ return of Rogannut-row may excite frefh com'ririotions 
« among!). them. That he fees no chance of recovering 
“ Rog.'n’.ui-.row ; ;biit ? on the contrary, that 'be ts lojl 
V to ui fci.cycri although, it may be no great lofs to ds, 
“ Except by legretting the Wound which the Britifhcrc- 
t.it . has, received in the mapncf of his fepardtiori from 

. •;.! 5th, M That the conduft: of Mondajee'Boofla, 'fined 
“ hit knowledge of this event.. manned the impreffion 
. 5 * which 11 i}ath generally made on the mmdsofthepeo- 
,*« ptc.of Hir.doftan. Arid they believe that^any'.ferce 
.‘‘which, wc could fend again ft them would prove'urie- 
‘‘ qual to their fuperiority of numbers, and the rapid 
movements of their cavalry.” *f ^ 

. > . ' * ' f- : - 

Upon .thefeconjeftured principles he offered the fol? 
owing propofitions, viz. ’ 


. 1 ft. , f * Th at'fcolon el Goddard be iritfeftbd with pow- 
ders, a^minift^^ to reprefent this government at the 
‘‘ court of.Poonah, for the renewal or confirmation of 
“ the treaty of Poorunder, to reiinquifh the late conven- 
‘Vtiori, and not to admit French forces into their dp- 
f ' , minions,' 


"W 1 f o, , j j c > J • • j>* * t . . { i* l 

.This conjeft ure was calculated entirely fbr.rinewiriij the ncc'ow 
Ration with' Moodajcd iooila.' .. . I V. . . : . T ._ 


t Artful motives to ftimulnte a>dangerous exertion. in.'the. war 
againft.the Marrattas, even at the hazara of leaving the kingdoms 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, deftitute and dcfencelefs. ’ 
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cc minions, or to .makeeftablifhments oh.theircoaffcs, 
1 ‘ And ;th;at the alternative ftiall amount tb-a dcclafa* 
' *f fion of wary ( With , a draught, No. i.) 

. ■ , ■ * * * 1 *' s 1 <* ■ '• * *r 

3 } , * • ■ \ *. * - » . . ‘ / 

2d. “That, the fir ft brigade, already ordered to ' a 
“ convenient ftation for cmfling the Jumna, be fup- 
“ plied with ordnance, ammunition,, and ftorcs fit for 
€ ? the fervice. i ; 7 ...y 

• ^ " 1 1 i . < 

3d. .. “ That .Mfjor Camac be ordered back' to Co? 
“ rumba, or to.fome other convenient ‘ftation, within, 
“ or, near; to ourborders,, and, lupplied with arnmuni- 
‘Vtion, &c.„/ ’’ ‘ 

■ 1 • ,»! J ■ . \ . '■ ■ . i . •• j i’ , . ~ 

*. . • , , , ,*- W * • * * f r . 

4th. “That Sir Eyre Coo'te be requefted 'to ifliip 
“the necelfary orders for carrying the preceding fefd- 
'.«? lutioris into/execution. •• 


- ir . 


. r5th,,y ; ‘f ’That, a letter be written to .the /Paifbw/i and 
“his Minifters, on the fubjedt of Colonel’ Goddard’s 
^Vpommiffiom (.With, a draught. No.,, 2.) !' , 


t m '« i * 1 


‘6th. V That a letter be written, to’ Moocjajec Boo'fla; 
(With a draught, No.’ 3.) ’ ... : . . .. 

1 * ' . " * ‘ * • . 

• - • , « r. - f ' _ . • 

t. < . . , , . • * . - ’ f * ■ * • ^ , T * . * • ' t • , * 

yth. ,^.That a’lctter be written to' the .^refidericy of 
‘‘ Bombay, advifing of Colonel Goddard’s commiflioh'i 
^.requiring conformity frofn them, and to prepare for 
fervice, whether bftenfive or deferifiyei in • vir tue of 
-m explicit and poiitive orders from hence. : ‘ 

j- 8th. t? ^That a letter be fent ,to the Prefidehcy. of 
V.lVladras, informing them bf our defign's. “ And in; 
: ?Vcafe dffuccefs againft Mahe,' the forces to remain 
..‘‘-there 'and ..at- ; TelUcherry ? - in order to be ready to. 
‘Cmbypi' on application, to join the forces at Bombay.” 

Although 
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. Although the ionjeftures. which lead to thefe^prdpqV' 
fitions, are liable to animad verfion, as .well. as the pro- 
pofitions themfelves; y.et as the generality of them,' 
have alfo an apparent tendericy'to bring forth an ac- 
commodation . with the Marra'ttas,;ic..v/i!l.be treated 
with the fame degree of indulgence which it received 
from Mr. Haftings’s conftant opponents .on. that fut»- 
jedt, referring to the evident fpirit difguifed in the i ft, 
3d, 4th, and' 5th conjectures, and in the ift.’ahd 6tH 
propofitions. -Letters' and authorities founded in ge- 
neral upon thefe proportions, were refolved.'. 

. Letters from the Prefiden'cy of Bombay,*, and from . 
Colonel Egerton, having thrown new lights bn many 
tranfaftions, before,- ar, and after the expedition from 
thence to Poonah, it appeared, that the majority of the . 
Seleft Committee are reprehenfible in ; the higheft de-. 
gr-ee, in undertaking to important a meafure without 
previoufly-adjufting terms, with Roganaut-row’s adher- 
ents ;. in not availing themfelves of the power they had. 
veiled in them over the Bengal detachment, to cq-q’pe-. 
rate with their own army; in n'ot arriving at* a clearer 
knowledge of the.true ft-ate of the Poonah Durbar, be- 
tore they finally refolved upon aflual aflion. ;* .in'. the . 
wilful violation of the Company’s pofitive orders, by 
the appointment of bivil deputies to conduct military 
operations in the field in invelling civilians withpow-. 
ers. incompatible with' military fervice, and fub'verfive 
of that.degree o'f fubordin'ation; which alone can fecure 
a profpedt of fuccefs ; Jn the enormous quantity of bag-" 
gage and cattle, fo prep ode rod Qy incorififtent With the’ 
diftance, and number* of ’ troops in - the violation* of i 
convention and capitulation, having, by their owi ad’ 
and inveftiture in the Field Committee, 1 giVen’ tfte : molt 
folemri ratification which the; Whole’ board of theSeledfc 
Committee, and the Com pany ’s' .public . and'"' Cbrpbrafe 
teal, could give; regardlefs, alfo,- of the critical Jacua- 

M trbfci 
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tion of two gentlemen, who freely yielded themfelves 
as- hpftages,'. confiding in : the‘facred faith 5 of the Coin-, 
pany; .an.d- the ungenerous' manner' iri ,1 which Colonel 
Egprtpri ,, and Colonel) Gockburn were' circumvented,, 
tinder rfp.ecious and :falfe pretences, .to’refign .the com-' 
rriand of the Bombay army in garrifon. 

r .The ;proceedings..pn :thefe ;fubje£ts. are voluminous,, 
arid; therefore would be tedious. However;. as nothing, 
can" lead .to a. clearer: knowledge of the fads, ; an"dr the.- 
original, as well as the exifting principles and iviews . of. 
the; ruling parties, than fome of thefe' proceedibgs at 
both Boards,, they fball be felefted for that purpofe, 
arid , the,. narrative continued by extracts from . them,' - 
during the difcuflioh of thefe points. With only occa- 
fionaL remarks. . 

Ex train from . a letter from the Select Committee -of Borii- 
Vajy to. the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
dated 17th March, 1779. 

.Ear.17. ■ ‘. .From the : very, general information ‘ the 

* (governor ^General and Council .gave in, of their pfo- 
e .je£ted alliance with Moodajee Booflay we : could hot 

* form any. judgment in what mariner, this-Ptefidericy- ’ 
4 might be affefted thereby, nor did. it Jirike usj that we. 

4 could, receive either injury or- benefit from, the Rajah 
‘iof B.erar, unlefs he Ihould affert his claim' to- the R'a^ 
‘ jafh.ip of the Marratta empire; 1 to tyhich-he had fome" 

‘ pretcnfions, and reftore -the antient form'of the : Mar- 
4 .ratt£ government. -We did riot p re ten d : tb : j ud ge,- 
4 .what, advantage a . connexion with him. might afford 
‘.to your Bengal province, to which Phis countryis ’con- 
tiguous. •, but fo far ,as we might venture Tpriopiriioriy 
4 "wc, conceived them ; fo.- little liable- to. danger j:that -an: 
‘.aHiance- with Moodajee Bpofla. merely. -for their fecu- 
^fity^io far as he. could contribute .to it, .which ,ap-: 

Speared 
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I i - 

‘ pcared by their letter to be the objcfb of Mr." Elliot’s 

* deputation, did not fcem to be a confideration equi- 

* yaient to the injury your general iritereft would fuf- 
‘ tain, were we ro forego the plan refolved on the 2 j ft 
‘July. 


. V Had we been apprized in time that the negociation 
c with Moodajee Boofla, was to affedt the operations of 
<the Bengal detachment, or that in the intended alli- 

* ancc with him, was comprehended a plan, to fupply 
‘.the place of the one originally recommended by usi 

* and to anfwer the fame purpofe, we certainly would 
‘ not have profecutcd our plan for the reftoration of 

* Ragoba ; * and thereby have avoided the confufion 
‘ inleparable from a complicated fcheme, when fo great 
‘ a diftance lay between the parties. But we appeal to 
‘ you, whether from the letters from Bengal of the 17th 

* Auguft and 1 5th of O.&obcr, we had any reafon to 
« entertain fuch an idea of the negociation with Moo- 
4 dajee Boofla. On rhe contrary, in the laft of thefe 
‘.letters, the Governor General, and Council, after they 
‘ knew of the reftpaint laid on Moraba, and the merri- 
‘-bersof his party, (adherents of Roganaut-row) gave 

* us reafon to conclude, that they Jtill depended upon its 

* for the accompiifoment of tkofe grand objeftS we both had 
i in . view yt* by their giving up the controul over Colo- 
gne:! Goddard’s detachment, whether the plan formed 
*. in July exifted, or whether we had formed any other 
‘ for. the- lame ends, confidently with the terms they 
‘.had prefented for their afient.’ 


. -The preceding, paragraph was accompanied -by the 
minutes of Council, of which the following are ’feleft- 
cd, as "peculiarly adapted to' the preferit occafion : : • ■ “ 

M2 ‘.Minute 


1 Ragoba and Roganaut-row, is one and the fame perfon. 
f The words of the Bengal letter. 



i Minute of 'Governor 'HbrnbyVi btli KeB; i jjd; 

iff ■./* - ?! *. *- ' f.~ ''jV.d’ii </, 

. , , - . Thejchemes of the. Governor;Genenal and-' Council, - 
c , jw'nh Regard to.tlie ■Rajah.pf Berar,- being ,yct : unknown ■ 
? to us, it’ is impoffible’to found any meafure on tjierrj; 
c Yeti I cannot help now obferving, that if, as has been 
'..conjectured, the .gentlemen - at; t hat Prefidehcy 'have 
6> entertained thoughts .of reftoringin his„perlph,i.the 
6 ancient RajaH government, the attempt fpems likely 
^..to'be attended. jwith no fmall difficulty. ii, The -powers 
c who are how in poffeffion of the Paiffiwa domains, - 
‘ together with all the Jaghire-dars, however difunited 
c among themfelves, ; >yould probably. concur, in op.po-' 

* ling Moodajee Boofla j who, from every thing I have ■ 
6 been able to’learn, : has for fomc .time. paft; taken no^ 
c part in the Weftern broils, nor appears to have any : 
‘. p.arty, among the leading men in this part of-the em- 
£ pire.*" And I woyld with to fubmit to the Governor- 

General .and Council, whether it might:, not ^better • 

* aniwer our views, by fupporting a formidable Chief,- 
5 like Moodajee Scindia, who has already acquired the- 


' actual, poflfeffion of the Paiffiwa domains, w.hiqh ate* 
the" authority, of the office, who is backed .with the 


' refources of his own Jaghire, and has /the -perfon.-of 
* Roganaut-row at his difpofal, to give a.calour of lsw- ! 

fill 


f /. - f.' If Moodajee. Ifaofla had aftually fucceedcdi -Heis-n very old 
..and infirm man, tottering upon the verge of. eternity.' ~ ,Can;r.or' 
"chiild. Mr! 'Haftings infure tht future conf'ormity.of alliance and[cor- 
jrefpdhdehce of a Jeries of fucceflb'rs, when wallowing in .power^ and 
wealth, to the Company ? • Are- there not recent ’inftahees to' the 
contrary‘in every pai t of India ? Might it riot, ’as, himfelf faid on 
a late occafion,- prove dangerous: to the fecurity .of the'-Co'mpany, to 
- unite iiicK great pb/Tellions, and of courfe. iucli .wealth;.and)power^ 

ni: * 



rar would then be in the full pofleffion-of;thC'Marratta'p'OWet ijid 


empire.- 
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f ful authority to that he has afiumed, than byattempt- 

* ing to model the whole ftate a-new, and to place the 
‘Vulc of it in hands of our own chufing*, a labour, that 

* is perhaps too arduous, and the fuccefs certainly du- 
‘ bious.’ 

Thp Goycrnor of Bombay fubjoincd to his declara- 
tion the following ftate of arrangements at Poonah : 

Moodajee Scindia in every change has aboeared 
fupreme. 

jft. * Madarow Narrain, Pailhwa; 

2d, * Savagee-ro\y (Ragoba’s Son) Naib. 

3d. * Scindia and Holker, to aft for Savagee-row.' 

4th. * Ragoba, to relinquifli the government, have 
a Jaghire, and refide at Jaffi. 

5th. * Nana Furnefe and Sacaram, to conduft the 
government as Minifters, and to derive their authority 
from’ Scindia and Plolker.* 

i * • • 1 

This fettlement \yas pafled in writing.— ?A 11 the Mar- 
ratta officers were aflembled, and told, that this muft 
be looked upon and regarded as a couclufive fettle- 
ment, and any attempt to oppole it, would be confider- 
jd as treachery againft the ftate. The ufual rejoicings 
on fuch occafions were obferved.; 

’1 ■ 1 

.. Gpvernor Hornby, by minute of 30 March, 17.79, 
urges the fame language as in the Letter -to the Court 
bf Direftprs.of the 27th inft. and his laft recited minute 
of 19th . February, with refpeft to the proceedings of 
the Supreme Council.— And that Mr. Elliot would have 
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had to encounter-very great ;d ifiicul tie 5 >and mbftactes in 
the ;negociation: with which -he: was entrusted,-; :jtf ord6r 
to.rcconcile the meafureKalready- adopted 1 : a’t Bombay, 1 
with -the hearty approbation and. concurrence: of the- Su- 
preme -Council/ to the other, oppofite ■ meafures 1 of the 
Supreme Council, at one' and the fame time; : ..vrh ; 

:>r r : -. -• rJ:. i iCJ.-t--: : 

•Mr. Draper,' the 3d. in the Bombay Councils, - ! dp : on 
mere wife aitd accurate, principles, : dcclared^. “ thathe 
had no opinion of Succeeding in any permanent 'all/ 
tc ance with Moodajee Scindia, .from the temporafy'%z~ 
“ ture: of -his prefen c -power. And he recommended j ; 
* c in preference to all others; a direft and" proper ; ar- 
“ rangement with the Marratta State.” * 

'• ; 

Mr. Hornby obferved farther, “ that the Governbr- 
** .General and. Council probably thought r that the com- 
«* munication ; of another fcheme, . while that:in : favour 
** of Roganaut-row was under confideration, might ferve'' 
ohly to embarrafs and produce a diffidenbe in the Bom- : 
** bay'Councils, which might impede" the prOfecutiomoF 
their own meafures with, the neceffary degree of edni 
«* ifidence and vigour.’ 1 •}* . " • ■ ■ . ; ; 1 - 

On, the fame day, Mr. Hornby recorded 1 another- mi- 
nut?,. which claims lingular. attention for thei general 
propriety of the Sentiments which it inforces.- — Indeed, 
it proves, -thatin'confenting to the difgraceful expedition* 
Under field~deputies,.he erred only in judgment-. 1 The' 
fallowing pafifages are literal extracts from it ’’ 

,'t. ■ ■' ’• - ■ - -The 

l r; v;» _ ^ ; //. wV' 

. f .This minute merits the attention of the .Court of Directors. 

' f Thefe conje&ures are furely not ferious : — They carry a %ong 
appearance - of- irony, however confident with the' eohduft 'of- Mr. 
Haftings, ; ire not. communicating^ his- views infavouf of Moodajee'- 
tSoofia; $0 ,ihe .PrelWency t of Bombay; the iervart tsof< the fame Com-* 
party, -co.-pperadng in thc-fame-caufe; • j 
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, “ The Bengal detachment muft already have coft an 
‘f/immenfe.fum, and its cxpcnccsi while it remains here, 
is. mprt than! equal to theful! amount of all our pre- 
sent. revenues. Colonel Goddard has hitherto Tup-' 
“ plied hinll'fclf with the Turns neceftary for t He .payment;-, 
“ of the troops, by drafts on Bengal } but this' is. a rc^ 

** FoUrce that cannot be depended o’ri ’For longer than . 
“ eight or ten lacks more at iarthelft.— The Colonel has.. 
c, ,like\Vife.alread^exprcflcd his anxiety, with regard 'to. 
“ the burthen his expcnces may prove to ‘the Bengal 
“ treafury j' ahd indeed, if we confider ‘the increased 
“ military. and naval cllablifliments of that’Prcfidencvy 
“ on accoUnt of the. war with France, and the demands " 
“ which probably have been already made on the. Go-. 
tc vernor General and Council by the Gentleman of Ma- 
drafs, whole diftrefs for money has, as we Have uh-. 
*1 derftood, been the Caufe of their delaying fo long, to; 
“ carry into execution the projected expedition againlt- 
Mahe. We muft COnfider it as highly probable, that 
** our hopes of lupplies of cafh from Bengal may fail 
“ us.— In 1^76, when the Governor General and Coup-. 
‘Veil propofed fupporting us in a war vvith che Marrat?2. 
“ Minifters, on a profpedt of Colonel Upton’s negoci r , 
«* ations proving ineffeftual, they advifed us, that they, 
‘‘.had rdblved to fupply us with ten lacks, which fum. 
“Teemed all they could allow us to depend upon. — ; 
‘‘;Fbr they infilled that it Ihouid be relerved for the; 
«* purpofes of the war only, 15 and even ordered a fepa-. 
*‘ rate account of it, that they might be fatisfied it was. 
“ applied to no other. — If this was the cafe at that tluiCy. 
‘‘ how much lbwe,r muli our expectations be at this, 
“. when their own occalions, as well as the cxpences of 

• ‘v the- 

1 (■ ^ 

This prudent economical fyftem, fubfifted only during tbc nil r 
riority of-Mr-. ITaflings. Th'c' application of Mr. Hornby /was cri-I 
tically. fcafonable, . Iraa .not. Mr. -Haftings .'ailed '.and :tho tight froiic 
principles diametrically oppoiitc.. , The reproach was fevere andjolL,-, 
ahd confers honour on the author. 
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pun&uaj ' payment of our troops; yet- the defence qi 
the fcttlement . abfqlutcly requires, tndtAVe (liouki fine! 
means of keeping up our prefent force, while things 
remain in the (late they no\y are with' the Marrattas; 
and while' the war. with France : continues.* yThfc only 
way in whifch .this can' Be effected is, by iecdring.fuch 
a revenue under our own. cqlledliori^ as may be nearly 
anfwerabie to our ex pences ?*' and it is abfolutely ne- 
cellary to think of taking fucH meafures for this pjur- 
pofe, before . the didrefs we fotefee arrives at.fuch a 
height, as to render our efforts ineffectual. yf* By the 
month of October our finances will be utterly eii)- 
haiifted ; the full amount procured from Bengaj*ta> 
ken up, and a large fum dill due. In this (late* 
fhould we have to fupport an united attack from the 
French and Marrattas, in what condition (half we then 
be to oppoie them ? — Our bond-debt is already ih^ 
created near eight lacks. None of the money ex^ 
pedted from Bengal to pay off that before contracted* 
is yet arrived; and to mod people here it feems in- 
credible; that the fubfeription opened at Bengal' for 
faifing the fum neceffary, cannot be filled, or. depen- 
dence had upon it for Tupplies/’-f . 


“ Let any one carry his view forward to th‘e month of 
“ Odlqber next, and imagine v/hat our fuuation muff 
“ then b'e,‘ if we continue inactive until that time;' and 
cc let him tell me,- whether the mod unfutcefsful war 


N 


‘.Could 


. “'^This infatiable or ambitious idea, it is to be fufpefted, fpurred 
Mr.' Hornby- and his colleagues' in council, to the unwarrantable 
fupport of Roganaut-row, -without weighing-the ftate of affhirs.antf 
probable conferences,- with that wife deliberation which became- 
their fiations. 

f. Here is an honeftconfeffion of the decline of the Company’4. 
credit in' India] by one of ’ thd'oldeft and htoft lenfible'nicmbcrs of 
■their, adminiftration ; yet Mr; Haftings urged and ftimulatedthe' 
Prefidcncy.of Bombay, and the Supreme Council, to’ involve his' 
Employers in tbir labyrinth of diftrefs and threatened deftru&ionv 
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“ could be attended with more, ruinous confequences 
“'thHfKvc are' ! then :t ; 6 l ^xp^dV,' ‘ wi tli out ‘die ’lq(s of a fin- 
“ gle;baLtle } i a'nd : ih pqiTefTion ■flill'of fevbiyfoot of land 
“ we af picftlndhoUl,’’ <lt ! ivill : tlVen bc l in Vain toia’llc of 
’“•Waiting for orders, or’ iifiifllihce 'bf ally fqjft.frbni a- 
u broad, •'when, all bur Hopbs' at home fail us, ahej the 
“ monVent of 'providing for bur 1 heceffities is paflV 'The 
Poonah Durb«if Will'Toon find ‘the terms 'of ‘the con- 


vention, which they (till infill on, will be every day 
lbfsin our power to refute. 'And we may depend 'that 
“ witlviilch a^ -claim onus', -which* th^y/ftill keep dp, they 
“ mean to enforce it, whenever die 'opportunity may 
“feem favourable. ' : iKfter allowing 'fbr’ten lacks more 
“'on Bengali between' this and next 'October, ' wliich is 
“ to the fiill as much as' we'fhall'find bills' for, and 'I 
■* c f&vr yni toy fcte riroit ttaWiLVrat gbvtvrimyTrt. 

“ niehtly fp’are iisj we murt; expedt to be at 'Jeaift&o Jacks 
“ more in debt, which is fo large a funii that 1 have 
“ doubts whether we may be even able to borrow it. 
“ Blit granting that money is ever fo plentiful? yet we 
™ have no funds to pay the intereft. 1 And if once it is 
“ Teen’ that; the dreams of incxhaiiftible health from 
“Bengal are at an end, that our fupplies from thence 
“ arc flopped, and our expenccs more than double bur 
“ annual revenue, our credit mufl fail, and we, mufl: 
“ fix a fhort day for the period of our ability . to faife 
“ money by loans. ** T he Bengal troops which may 
“now give vigour to bur operations, by the time I 
“ allude to, may be quite ufelefs for. want of money to 
“ pay them. Or, if they were to liave lio.taufe ofdif- 
“ fatisfadlion on this account, ' there js reafon .to fear 
“ their numbers will every day dimihillvby their go- 
“ ing off to. their own country j for whioh they will 
“ naturally be growing more impatient the longer they 
“ are kept without employment.” ^ 

* However dreadful the impending nfpeft, rea/on confirms it as * 

natural one. 
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. Tfte foregoing abftradb breathes fo much candour in 
plain, linaft'ettcd terms, find exhibits a portrait of the 
; Company’s affairs, under fuch high, diftinguiniingco- 
lours, that the mind cannot pofliblv err in drawing.juft 
conclufions, as well from the predetermined mcafures 
which led : to it, as the imminent evils which the all* 
powerful hand of Providence can, alone avert. , 

Colonel Egerton, after fruitiefs endeavours and ex- 
poftulations in Bombay, appealed by letter dated the 
8th March, accompanying a circumflantial Bate of his 
cafe, to the Supreme Council ; the nature of Colonel 
Egerton’s complaint will .appear in the minutes of Mr. 
Francis fo clearly, that It would be a work of fuperero-- 
gatipn tQ abftradt them here ; but a ftriking paffage 
concerning ^the charafter of Roganaut-row, demands 
an indifpenfible place, viz. 

“ For this reafon, and bccaufe I thought it conform- 
“ able to your direftions in moft rcfpe&s, I -.confirmed* 
** to continue granting fupport to Ragoba, though 
"much againft my own inclination, from a convidtton 
** that a man blackened with the commiflion of. the moft 
5* atrocious crimes, would- not prove an advantageous 
‘‘or honourable ally j and that no faith could be-ex- 
“pedted from his moft folemn engagements. Howe- 
*‘ver, notwithfta'nding tTiefe my rooted principles, the; 
‘‘afliftance of the Company’s forces for condudting him 
^‘ to Poonah, could not at this time be with-held, with- 
*‘/out a total fubverfion of the political fyftem, 'we had 
‘‘-fo long ago embarked in.” 

It appears from thefe abftradisthat Mr. Haftings per-- 
fisvered- with unpardonable. arid inexcusable obftinacy in. 
purluing the plan of alliance with Moodajee Boofla, a- 
gainft every rcafonable principle of found policy, and 
the force of dear convidtion, in four material points."— 

N z ' ‘ Firft 



Fir ft, had tlie ricgociatidn .at Bcriir/.(uc r cc&dcd, ahd'Bdfen 
jcarrled .ifltp effect’ 'at Seffefah^tHem^ 
thg/antjem M'aifatta goydrnrnent wbuld JSe'notr. bnlyitf}- 
polki.c’, buV.madnbfs;;^ of tfi£ 

Company ; and, in a general 1 view, the fubverfioiv ailfo 
of all the. native powers 'of :'l hdi&; r 4 -Secdhdlyr the Go'r 
ferhor Gi petal having had a knowledge of th'ecohfiher 
mer r of Moraba, and the other Mafratta chiefs who ad- 
i .to ivoganapt-row, ‘before the cqnfujca'fiqri of : 't2th : 

.L'km' t'U m'O n n J I /\'n r 1 rk. J' *.'1 75 ! 
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Gflober 1/78, and tHe i nftru Ctionst r a nfm i cte d ; to Bom‘4 
bay,.iWcdhfequence ' thereof, the caufe of Roganaut- 
n\w ceafed! to wear any longer, ia propitious afpedtj' and 
foonltj, in prudence, have been abandoned. upon terms 
of, perjonal lecurity to him. : — Thirdly, having had a ; pefr 
fea knowledge of the- infamy and perfidioufriefs of Rb-‘ 
gilpaUt-ro\v ? it ; was highly ^honourable to the Com- 
pah/, 'dangerous to any confidence which [might ih 'fu-: 
ture' berepoied in him, and productive of dilguft arid' 
diffidence; in the minds of all the ftates.of Hindoftan; 
that the ' Company’s, protection,, friendfhip and arms,' 
fliouid'be proftituted to the fervice and exaltation of- sf 
rhiriSyhole vices, dyed in the blood of his own kindred,-' 
arid jnd<ffibly ; damped with the fouled treachery; had 
rendered peculiarly obnoxious arid detefted.throughouc' 
Afia.-^And fourthly, having had- a .fixed objeCt -in his 
own head,, and. concealing, it; under falfe -ahd'fpecious' 
preteftces from Mr. Francis. and Mr. Wheler at ; the Su- 
preme Board, and from the SeleCt Committee-in Bom- 
bay; he : mified and-amufed the’ latter, and excited them 
tp proceed ,io Extremities upon a. falfe ground, . and er- 
roneous principles, which candour; ingenuity;. and fide T - 
iity to his truft, mud have inevitably prevented, and by 
thac means Have pre.feryed .the. honour of the Company's 
£rms unfullip d, rheir reputation unimpeached, and thcir : 
trgafurps unexhaufted. 
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May 24. ■ The poficflion of Bombay letters and do-' 
ciimcnts, neceflarily. commanded the interpofition, and 
fhould have commanded the dccifivc judgments in cer- 
tain cafes, of the Supreme Council of India. — Mr. 
Haftings is pofiefled of abilities, and perfpicuity which 
are too diftinguilhed not to difeover the miferable fitu- 
ation into which his own mcafurcs had plunged the Com- 
pany, and it became therefore a political principle in 
him to endeavour, by an appearance of temper, mode- 
ration, and cpndefcenfion, to footh and lull the quick 
diicerning faculties of thofe who had fteadily oppofed. . 
his deftruftivc plans from retorting the chief blame up- 
on himfelfj: and by a fimilar management and add reft, - 
after loading the Prcfidency of Bombay with bitter re- 
proaches and cenfures on the Bengal minutes, to impoffe 
filence on them for fear of more lerious difeovefies to- 
his own dishonor, by writing to themfelves in a ftyle 
and language exprefiive only of confidence, hopes, - 
epneern, and fympathy. Having, to all appearances 
thefe objefts in contemplation, on the 24th May he 
prefented a minute of enormous extenfion, with an 
elaborate preamble of affefled candour, exemplary 
moderation, and unufual condefcenfion ; but, ,now and ' 
then tinftured with factious and infidious infinuations, 
with refpeft to other members of the board. He pro- 
pofed-various matters to the confideration of the board, 
arranged under twenty-two heads. On.tKis occafion 
alfo, Mr. Haftings reckoned without:; his. hoft. The 
addition of. Sir Eyre Coote to his forces, did not intir 
midate, or even flacken, the determined perfevering 
exertions of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, , 

After thus arranging fyftematically the catalogue of 
matter fubmicted in the Bombay difpatches, Mr. Haft r 
ings, defirous of avoiding any ferutiny which might 
again bring his own condudt more openly into difeuf- 
fion, and probably draw the whole blame upon himfelf, 

attacked 



( 102 ' ) 

attackedy -with. Indecent violence, the council Bom- 
fcayy; without producing \ any.fpecific! or: direct 7 charge. 
The. unwilhngnefs with which he entcred upon- this Si- 
ppft^nt^art:,pfi;fei8>publiic duty, . will appear' evidcht in 
the-^ilpwing,; among, many other, fimilar paflagbs' in 
h'«>!minuce.': 


,/if .if . the, -Board fhall.-j udge it incumbent on' them to 
Renter- ipto. fo .laborious aidiicaffion, I fhallfubmit, 
.‘^though • rdunftariily, to . bear -my part ih'if.~Rcl'uc r 
%tahrjy, becaufeut will occupy more of ourtiriiej’ttiati 
^e.c^^.fpat«:;^rt>in other more fubftantial objettsY'and 
‘ . becaufe Iforefee that it' will 'lead to altercations hmong 
Ijoutfelyes,-, it- being impoflible; that we'who'iiave but 
l^juft<begu n- to 'agree-'-in opinion; as to'public' rheafurdsj 
* ^hpuld-all- bccome-of one mind on twenty-two diftih£t 
c ^and interefting: proportions, "arid becaufe ; it- would* .be 
f ^unavailing- and incohclufive/-' 1 


P' 


-Tt is obfervable now, that- the prefence of Sir 'Eyre 
Coote-had foftcn’ed ; Mr. Haftihgs,^ from that imperious 
diftarprial ftile; ahd r filent contempt,,' which marked His!! 
former ‘minUte's,-: 'While- his- own ’ cafting .voice;decided; 
allppints in coritrdV'effyi- Vlri-th'e above.'fpecimeri there 
appears'- a ftiarige; ittconfiftehcy - of 'aVgiimehb~What; 
e other -wore fubjlanttai bbje&s? cou\& conk’ 1 before, the! 
Board;- than' -a ’ nieafure which confeffediy threatened;-' 
r riih tp ; tiWCom pany’s concerns tin Afia ? ; and yet in.; 
fhe -fourth i'Iin& thereafter he deciaresi that: the ,. uhfti.br-! 
. ftantial i obje^ ^ite becorhe very. ' t: intehjitagi\ wh i’chjne- ; 

vprfhelefs.VwnnlH thinmniliiia 'A'vi'fi hirntirliifi'nfi?- -if-.'nriade- ' 



fdrefaw 3 ; -and- - feemed 1 to anticipate 7 the 1 ;cohfe^uch'6es : .bf 
^hekenquiry y = it was - therefore' hat tiral for hirh , to ; wifli • 
to :eyade^t; . 
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Again, lie Ovs — 1 That to ccrifure or to corrihiand, 

5 is all that we can do. except in one inflame ; * * * § for 
» our confutes cannot imprefs rcltrninc, nor our com- 

* mentations avert the elitfls of pall misfortunes, or 

* preclude the judgment, which awaits the inilrutnchts 
‘ of them f»om higher authority. -{* Our e fie dual au- 

* thorny is limited to political engagements and military 
« operations “ tasdtrtr.kn: vsitlcut 'cur previous Uccncc." £ 
1 The treaty, or convention, or whatever name it may 

* bear, which was concluded at Wargaum, ccrtaihly 

* falls within this defeription, r. 'r.d it is i>: cur power if 

* vc pkafe, to putti/is tie authors of it h a temporary fttf- 

* penjion. But b it necefiary ? An ad lb fatal to the 

* intcrclls of the Company, ana fo difgfaccftil to the 
‘ reputation of the Britifh nation, cannot tail to.cxcite 

* the mod rigid ferutiny into the condudr of ct'cry 

* one concerned in it, and the caufrs which produced 

* d, § by thole who have the power both to judge and 

* to 


• A Jefuitical evafioh indeed 1 Command fhould precede ccn’furc, 
and difobedirncc authorued difmiflion. — What more can the Court 
of Directors infiifl ? utilcfs the premeditated efleft will judicially en- 1 
title the injuted pany to damages. 

f Is not the power of fufpenfion deemed an cflccVual authority, 
in the mean time i But Mr. Haftings milled, that if the ’matter 
was immediately, and without local mveftigation, referred' home, 
die fuperior ir.liucncc of his own friends, would ilur over the en-* 
quire without fcrupttleur ferutiny, and left the whole blame upon 
the Bombay Count il ; whereas, if the enquiry was invclligntcc in 
India, he dreaded, that the minute: of thofc who oppofed bis mcn- 
furcs, aiid thole of the Bombay Council, would trace the ful jciftao 
its fource, and ciillributc the iligmas among the culprits, according 
to their'refpctiite degrees of criminality. ’ 

$ Here Mr. Halting: has carried nfiected moderation beyond' his 
purpofei, becaufe the Bombay Council having had ‘ previous' li - 
* cer.ee, 3 hej unguardedly, eliminates' himfelf, . as the fole' author 
of the licence. • - 

§ By tliis bravado, he expefied to imprefs the public with •*" 
idea ot, innocence in himfelf, and to avoid the ceiiftire of a dir 
participation, if not that of appearing : 
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* to puniffi ; which, perhaps, in this cafe, we have not 
e in effeft. 3 * 

* The charge preferred by Governor Hornby againft 

* Colonel Egerton, and Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn, 

* and referred exprefsly. to us for our judgment upon 
f .it, “ is but a fmall portion of a long feries of long 
t( apparent mifconduft, every part of which has an 
cc equal claim," and many greater, to our confideration 
“ of them/’ * There was no need of this, reference to 

* us, “ nor are we competent to receive it.”-f- 

» 

. 6 Mr. Haftings, after bellowing a profufion of re- 
e proach, invective and abufe, on the Bombay govern - 

* ment, for the whole of their conduft, all at once 
c fweetened his tone into a tender melodious accent, and 
6 he urged temper in the form of conveying the opinions and 

* reflations of the Board to men who were not exempt from 
‘ the common infirmities of humanity , in order to give en~ 

« ' ccuragement and confidence to their future proceedings , in- 
e ftcad of adding to their deprejfion ,• which , by inflaming 

* their paffions, might prove the fur eft means of converting 
e the power Jiill left in their bands into inftruments of oppo- 

* fition, and even of the defeat of the very meafures which 
e required their agency, and could , not be acccmplifiied with- 

* out it . 3 

This is the moll fevere and cruel part of Mr. Halt- 
ings’s cenfures, becaufe it ceafes to attack their inca- 
pacity and want of judgment, but is pointedly directed 
to their hearts, and which, in fafl, becomes a charge 

of 

* Here he contraditis what he averred but a few lines before, that 
the Codicil poflefTcd the power of fufpenfion. ' 

■f -Knowing, as Mr. HalHrgs avows,' * thofe greatand repeated- 

* mifcondu&s of a long /landing,’ how criminal was hiafclf, in. 
not retraining them, having the power," and confiderably more cri-;- 
minal, in extending their power beyosd-thc reach of corre&ionr? 
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of high, immediate criminality agai nit' hi mfelf, whether, 
he really 1 entertained thofe fentiments of the Bombay 
government or . not.— He declares,, in explicit terms, 

'• "That wider t be influence of pajji'on, be believes , them ca- 
v 'fable of betraying Ibe mojl /acred trttjl and although 
he avows that the Supreme Board have legal power to 
fufpend men of that dangerous difpofition from their 
ftations, he prefers the mild and temperate expedient 
of fuppfefling every idea of reproach, under pretence 
of preventing.. the abufe of an authority, which he, 
notwithftiinding, continues to cloath them with, at the 
avowed hazard of fubverting the whole. Bri.tilh power, - 
together with the property and polTeffiphs of the Eng- 
lilh Eaft-India Company in Hind.oftam — The artifice 
and device praftifed upon this occafiori, were tooflim- 
fily lhaded to conceal the defign. The Governor of 
Bombay erred principally in conveying the. power, of 
the whole Board to a committee .which accompanied 
the expedition, and in being top credulous to.,the.af- 
fertions of Mr. Moftyn and Mr. Lewis but .above 
alii i« being too obedient to the dark, myfterious 
dictates of Mr. Haftings. Mr. Draper, with a pene- 
trating judgment, qualified by experience, oppofed the 
whole mealures, in every ftage, and was of courfe.blame- 
lefsj— Mr. Moftyn, whofe opinion firft milled the reft, 
was dead*, — Colonel Egerton continued under fufpen-t 
lion. — And Mr. Carnac alone, remaining as the dreaded 
and exceptionable character, againft whole voice was 
oppofed that of Colonel Gqddard, invefted. with .the 
plenipotentiary and controulirig. power of .the Supreme: 
Council of India; — the Governor concluded with a 
propofal of a draught of a letter, to be written to the 
Seled -Committee . of Bombay, agreeably .to the mild 
fyrnpathizirig ftyle which he thought, moil .confiftepc 
with prudence; than the dangerous confequences of ex- 
■afperating defperate fpirits, by juft reproaches; ' 
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Sir Eyre Coote, having prepared a minute, which 
while it difeovered the animated remains of a veteran, 
cxprrfied (in its primitive garb',*, uninfluenced lenti- 
ments, and promifed honor to himfelf, ahd a happy 
ifliie to the truft committed to him, jn a two- fold ca- 
pacity ; this performance, whether prompted by vanity, 
for it contained good things, or want of thought, for 
Sir Eyre is often ahfent in company, he pretented at 
the board, notwithftanding that he had ip me time 
before, become a convert to the fuperior eloquence and 
influence of the Governor, and fecond in council. Va- 
nity may be atcribed as a prevailing principle, becaufc 
the paper was tranlmittcd to all pans, as an admirable 
1 1 me !• of diltinguifhed abilities, to excite the future 

expectations of mankind. 

The language thus published will enflame the pnf- 
ftons of men ngainit the author, if by an actual 
apoftacy from the very fpiric which it breathed, it is 
difeovered, that it was hut a cr.vv, nit Artificial found 
ivr.tted by the month , without th: ccr.citncr.cc cf the 
heart. 

He entered with judgment into an accurate detail of 
the whole proceedings, from the adoption of the men* 
furesin July 1778, 'and investigated circumflanrcs and 
fafts dcducible from them, to thereturq of the van- 
quilhrd ainfv, ami the lufptnfion of the military com- 
manders’ in Bombay. He criminated the conduct of 
the fviect committee, in taking away from thcmilitary 
commander the authority anil influence which alonq 
could enlurc fuceeb and victory, ' and vetting it in 
a committee ot two civilians occupying three voices 
agumft a ft, gU* voice of the nominal military com- 
ma. user. — And with juil piopmry, he enumerated 

ngainft 

• Hr sltrrci! fart? flf it f<vtr;>! dsy, thrreiffr. 

- # 
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• « _ . , *.»,-** * ; 

d’gdinR. Mr. Carnac-(who, after the death of Mr. Mof- 

tyn, poffefied abl'olute and uhbontroiiled power over 
the army) a catalogue of crimes and errors, *on which 
he makes .the following vfery expreffive interrogation^ 
and fuggeftions. ' L ' ; ' 

;< -Is there .arty thing,* faid Sir Eyre, * that we, the 
4 Supreme Council can do; adequate to. Rich cafe t 
4 The eyes of the nation are upon us.— -Our feelings 

* for our country’s Honour, will bfe the meafure of our 
4 *Qwn. — Our powers extend to a removal from their 
‘ Rations. — Removal from Ration, fetting iofs of cha- 

* fabler out of the queRion, amounts only to a befia- 

* tion of lalary.^— And lhall a mere cefiatiori of falar^r 

* be a requital for the fafts Here Rated, if they fiiould . 
‘ prove true ? No ! let the acquital or punifhment; 

* Rich an inveRigation may bring on, become & na- 
tional objebt. I propofe, that a public trial be. 

* ordered home.‘ : Our martial law muR decidfe Upoti . 
4 the' merits of the t\Vo commanders of the army. Or 
4 Rich othfcr officers; whofe cortdubt upon the eipe- 
4 dition m&y. require elucidating But nothing lefs 

* thin our national tribunals can acquit or punifti the 
4 civil gentlemen engaged in it, who by the excefiive 

4 powers they took; preferved the whole refportfibility 

* to themfelves. 5 * 

What a pity that thefe fentimehts poffeRed Kis mind,’ 
but for a few days only; it will appear by the minutes, 
that on the- 7th' and 10th of June he adopted-, others,; 
diredtly oppofite v and on the 1 4th June fubl’cribed to' 

5 letter, ' Which -facrificed the military Commanders of 
Bombay to thedeciRon of the Civilians, who were thbif. 
accufers, and.whbm he declared fo late as thb 24tb.6f 
May.to ; have, * preferved the whole refponftbility to thein- 
ff elves . 3 . In the fame fliort lpace, by a Rrange infa-J 

' tuation; (for who can. account' for human infatuation) 


he departed from . all . the, patriotic; ,j uflr, and. elevated . 
maxims, 'urged with fo'roach-dnerev and military firei 

in this minute.' 

, - * » 

After complimenting Colonel Goaaara,on~nis. great 
merit as an -officer,. Sir Eyre Coote proppfedir.that the 
rank of a Brigadier General .by. brevet commilTioa .be 
conferred on hi.m,' but adds, 

* ' ' **» **’-*• 2 " t 

4 That it is not in the power of the Governor -general 

* and Council, or the jprefidency of. Bpmbay, to ap<* 

4 point him commander in chief of. the. forces' there, 

4 of to .give, him an effective voice :in the,Sele£fc Com- 
4 mitteej as Colonel Egerton,-. cannot be looked; upon 
4 in any' other light than Commander, > in' Chief, .(thp* 

4 prevented .from -aoing as.fuch) until the lenience of 
4 a .Court partial, , or the Court of Dire&prs, decide 
4 upon the.charges Iaidagainft him. .' Under thefe cirr 
4 cumftances, £ have only to recommend, - that che.'Gqr 
4 vernment of Bombay ..'{hall give Colonel Goddard a 

* deliberative voice.. in their. committee, andV.cdhfu.lt 
4 him .upon, all military, and political. points i^ndjth.at. 

4 we continue to him thofe powers; which';he .already 
4 poffeffes from this government, and. further inveft 
4 him with fuch others as may be found neceffary for 
4 carrying on our Views.*— In continuation he pbferved, 

4 That Moodajce Boofla was -propofed, becaufe his.ele- 
4 yation .will reftor ; e the old Manratta. Government, and 
4 thereby ft'rengthen, aggrandize, and unite the Marr 

* ratta Empire which , very reafon feeming fo.jftrpng 
4 with the jGou.hcii of, Bombay,*., if no .,better;cap be 
4 given, .will, prevent my ever concurring .in'ip '.--Our, 

4 "reaUnterefts are to keep theirs divided » always pre* 

4 venting over-growth of piower in any of their parties; 

thus 

'•.'He erred’through inattention. -.The Council of Bombay thought ■ ■ 
cxaftly as'Ke' tHdhimfelf: And the miftake led him Ito-oppofehis 
new friend Mr. Haftings, wliofe -favourite meafure it was. 
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thus endeavouring .to hold the.JTcales in our. owri 
hands, • we remain ourfelves in a great degree the ' 
umpire.. This is the trueft road' to the fuppor't of: 
our dignity and profit, as well as to the furcft means 
of retaining : undifturbed, what we now poiTefs. — I 
therefore think, that at prefent we fhould not loolc 
to-renew a war, but negotiate with the various Mar- 
ratta interefts, an honourable peace, conformably 
to the directions already given Colonel Goddard 
upon that head; ■ 

« But if by refufing this they force us to continue 
hoftilities, then our utmoft vigour fhould be exerted- 
to fupport our military reputation in this country, 
e and by one united effort, put a glorious and.fpeedy : 
« end to the war. As to the various plans propofed of 

* feektng war for plunder, the honor of the nation' and 

* the Company," infeparable from my own, will nevcr : 

* permit me to fubferibe to ;ic.* * 

Mr. Francis’s minute upon the fame occaGon, will 
befpeak attention without either commendation or pre-» 
face.— The moft -ftriking parts will ‘be prefented in his 
own words, as follow : 

* I ought to . apprize the Board, that in the following 

* minute I have not ; offered my opinion's oh -themea- 
1 fures, which-it may be proper for us to adopt here- 

* after, for effecting a folid peace on the Marratca coaft, 
« becaufe I looked on that part of the general iubjeCt 

* as already provided for, or, at leaft, difpofed of for 

* the prefent, by the powers and. inftruftions whifchVe 

■ "" • « have 

* He after fevcral days falhioned and qualified the two Iaft, para- 

graphs to the mind arid ’views of Mr. HafHrigs. Both' continue 
■opon xecord, as a monument of hi* good' nature, .-and pliant, conde- 
.feenfion. 


V i 
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4 haVe given to Colonel Goddard.— My refledtions ap" 
f ply only to the fadts already paft, and which T urt" 
‘ derftand to be referred Generali v trios*-- for onr inrfo-_ 
‘ ment upon, them** 


The Minute of Mr.- Francis* viz. 

•‘ It is heedlefs at this' time to enter into a fcorifidera- 
c tion of. the jufticeof ‘our quarrel with the ;, Marrratt2t 

* Government, or-of the extent and. quality of -the 
‘-powers under which the Prefidency of Bombay have 

* adted, in violating the treaty of Poonah’. Thofe quefc 
‘ tions have been fufficiently difeuffed in the.’Governof- 
‘ . General’s minutes and mine,- .before Sir Eyre Goote’S 

arrival** • 


i ‘ The following obfervations are Confined to the’ po- 
‘ licy.of the { meafure within icfelf, and on its own prin-- 
c ciplesj and to the propriety, of the means made ufeofr" 
‘ to carry it into execution** 

♦ • • - •- r ‘ * - • - * t 

’* • / J . . 

. ift. ‘ it appears by the Bombay, ton iultattons/of the; 
*. ioth December j 777, and by their: letter --.toVius- ’.of.' 
‘ the 20th January 1778, that they, were unahimoufly* 
‘ determined, riot to engage in any adtive enterprizC' 
‘ in favour of Roga’naut-rowJunlefs they Wer'e ; folicited 
‘thereto* by Saccaram-Moraba, Bucheoba,' and Tqc-' 
‘ ; kojee Holker, .by a joint application,’ 1 under thfejp 
‘..hand-writing and ficca’s (fealsV arid : that'th'is^wds. a 
condition fine qua non.-, ' 


. .‘. Yet on the ift' July : following, . they, /relolye to 
‘.march. to Pooriah, with Rogan a u t- row,'. wi tho ut hav- 
‘ -ing received any application from the'‘^erfo'ns J ? kboyc&; 

’mentioned, 1 or.eritered into any.fpecific engagements 
4 Svhatfoever, with anv of the MabathTGhiefs'.*- After 


the expedition .had failedyMr. Hornby fay s, '? : it'Was 

' '‘'iwA 
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evident, tit re ws net cue. Chief in the Empire who 
■ would draw a fword fcr Rcgar.Rui.rcwd — (Minute 
10th February 1779) ‘ it follows therefore that in un- 
‘"dertaking to nci, without having previoufly fettled 
t terms of co-operation with fomc of the Marratta 
‘ Chiefs, they departed from their own fundamental 

* principles, and as far as lucccfs depended on fuch 

* co-operations, they had no right to cxpcdl it. 

ad. ‘It further apears by their proceedings of 12 th 
c Odtober 1 77S, that when they took their rcfolution 

* in July, they reckoned upon the hopes of afiidancc 
1 from Moraba, Buchcoba, and Holkcr, with 30,000 
« horfe. Yet in Odiober they determined to carry their 

* plan into execution, when every expedition of fuch 
1 afiidancc mull have failed them, confidcring the two 
' did of. the above Chiefs were then under rdlraint, 

* and the latter greatly fufpedied. 

gd. * In July, they appear to have relied on the af- 
^.fiflancc of Colonel Leftie’s detachment, and to have 

* confidcrcd the fecuring a jundlion with him, as efien* 

« tial to the fucccfs of their plan, for which purpofc they 
s then font him orders to march to Zonir.— -Yet on the 

* 12th Odiober, while our detachment was dill in Bun- 

* dlccund (the fame ftation which it occupied in July), 
‘.that is, at fo great a diftancc, that a jundlion could 
‘ not poflibly have been effcdlcd before the February 

* following j they determine to carry their plan forth* 

* with into execution. 

4th. * With thefe fadts before me, I have a right to 
conclude, that the Seledl Committee in attempting to 
‘..march to Poonah, have adlcd in oppofition to their 
Cown profeft principles, 1 mean, that whereas at fird, 
‘ and up to .the 12th Odlober, they appear to have 
thought certain conditions neceflary, as well tojudify 

i theit 

* • * 
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.<> _y. 

..ft thcib/cngiging in /theirteafure in .qucftionyas to Ihfurc 
‘ rthe- fuccefs of it j.- they, at Jaft, plunged^hem/el^cs into 
‘■•tbc cxeciition of. their. plan, when ,eyer,v. one.of thefc 
f 'conditions; hadfailedthem,: 


5th'.; ‘ Their ignoranee of. the, real iftate pf - the ,P.oonah 
‘•:Durbar,.and of the refpedlive powers ..and influence 
f ,of the perfons who.copnpqfcd. it, , is. a remarkable cir- 
*:■ cumftance, and fhould-ferve as r a, future caution to 
‘-.’the /Company, and, to'this 'Gpyernment,^ ^ againft.tfuft- 
‘jtirig)impiicitly;td any intelligence we.m.ay. receive from 
•• thathquarter.r— While, . the. plan was in vitation, it 
‘■'Tuited. their .purpofe tOi.reprefent Nana,' as the moft 
•^powerful, ...arid .to us, .the moft. formidable of, all, the 
, 6 - Marratta. Chiefs that he was devoted to.the French, 

* and: had engaged , to- put them, .into pofleiTiori of 
, # . Ghoill. : Whatever his- inclinations f might , bo, of 
‘ . which we have no better evidence than of thc. rcft ; it 

* is clear that they were miitaken in their op jp ion 
‘-.ofthis power.’ Mr. X-Iornby .fays, , in his minute of 
1.9th 1 February 1779',. * The lead that Sciridia has, taken 

the adminift ration, and. the. condition to. which he. 
has-.; reduced Nana, ,to be nomOre than a creature of 
«j;his, ; were never. .thoroughly known, till the - fabts' dif- 
? . covered themfelves on this occafion; yet they fire to 
. f. be.traced ip Mr. Molly n’s and Mr. Lewis’s advices,. 

‘ ever.firice the . revolution effected by Madajee, Scin- 
? dia’s means in. .June laft, when Nana fled to, him/ 
On ; which. Mr. , Draper o b fer ves— r‘ ! Th at . he cannot 
^ enough lament, that wc have lo lately, become ac- 
‘ quainted with Scindia’S being the principal perfon ip 
‘ power,-, notwithfl.an.ding the refidenbe of jyiefTrs. Mq- 
llyn arid Lewis at Poonah,* 


. ‘ In the;executibn of the meafure, the Board, I. think, 
•S will fcefuch errors at the outfet,. as. might have* been, 
5‘- alone fufficient to defeat it, 

xft. * Their 
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. ift. * Their appointment of 'Field-deputies, under. 

* the title of a Committee for concerting arid conducing 

* all military operations. The fuccefsof military ope- 
1 rations depends upon a unity of command, without 
e which there can be neither dccifion or difpatch. De- 
.* bate and execution cannot move together «?— Conftant 

* experience lias (hewn the bad ‘effe&s of Field-deputa- 

* tions. — The' Company in a -former inftance feverely 

* condemned the appointment at Madras on a fimilar 

* fervice, and no one argument is fuggefted to (hew, 

* that fuch an appointment was nedefiary on theprefent 

* occafion. If the Seleft Committee deemed their 

* commanding officer unequal to the conduct of an ex- 

* pedition of three fcor.e miles,: they ought not to have 
f employed him. To place a civil authority over the 

* immediate execution of. military operations, might 

* create many mifehiefs, and could corrett none. Mr»- 

* fifornby himfelf feems to have entertained the fame 

* opinion of the meafure that I do. — .The commiffion 

* given to the Committee required-the obedience of all 

* the Company’s fervants, civil and military, yet Mr. 

* Hornby in his letter of 23d December, to-Mr.Car- 
‘ n ic, fays, that in his opinion, there can be no necef- 
■* fity for publifhing ir, and that the promulgation of 
‘ fuch a commiffion might bear the appearance of fetting 

up an authority in the very camp, to fuperfede that 

* of the coriimandihg officer, and give ideas among the 

* troops, as well as to Colonel Egerton', very diffe- 
‘ rent from thole of the Select Committee.’ — He con- 
fefTes, that the words, ‘ To concert and : condv.5i.all rni- 
■* lit ary operations , are too comprehenfive, that they 

efcaped , himfelf at the time the commiffion. paTed, 

‘ and he thinks they muft.have Mr. Carnac alio.’ ' 

Con fide rir.g that the body of the commiffion itfelf 
‘ 'does not' exceed a-few lines, it. fefems ’extraordinary, 
e that the effential parts of it fhould pafs unobferved by 

. P *' thofc 
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pai ruVei/' and he' protHitd agai hit its ' Being piibiifhcH 
* : ih the army, as Toon 5 ire - He ’law ‘lt'bV/tlie i iadth’ De- 


f cember. 


2d;; V; The immoderate-quantity of baggagi?, and train 
f 'of cafrl'e wbidi attended the arrhyi ana which' is Taid 
r f to'-' have' amounted to nineteen thoufand, : 'lmh to Have 
« 'bfcen' unnecefiai-y Tor fo'fhort a : march' and Hyhblj/ in- 
‘‘cbnTifteritwitlv the planpTanexped i tidn ^which could 
'T^dnly'have fucceeded by rapidity and foV prize. 


3d., ‘ The allowing'Roganaut-row to rbovp with a 
f feparate camp, ir.ftend of keeping him conflantJy un- 
the £yes of the' Commander in’ Chief, 'feems'to.me 
C; a-capital rniftake, in cdnfequence of; which 'the motions 
f;pf cut army were- made to' depend on thofeof.Roga- 
® niiut-row, ' who kept aloof when he thought fir,'; and 
=’ J was'' left at liberty to hegociare with ; the ; enemy for 
? himlelf, ' and ' in cafe of a misfortu'riej betray Us to' 

' f thprh.i®' 


e ' For Ithefif 'defeats in the executiye piart 'of the ; ptan, , 
, ; i’drefn the Pfcfident arid Select ■'Cbmmittefe;’ entirely 
? 'arirwefabiei.’^ 

•-'"i 779, June 7th and i.oth, N Mr. Ffari’ciS minuted ie- 
• veral paragraphs mdre,' on the fubjedt of tiie r V11 il irary 

"opera- 

f. An event which he attempted to-exccute. . See the Arcot Va- 
keel's letter .' t.o , the Nabob ; . the ,9th ; paragraph jithusiv.'cJ? 

_* - M'w.fiht .pri'vqlcly to.the,Marr.atia Chief. Sci ndip , "it mi, ng. : him ft bat. 

• if he wc ulel attack the Euglijh 1 , <_ he ’would join them .with his armyi 
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operations, to! the effed pf ; .the -latter .part of the draft of. 
Rilettef. which, he pro’pofed.in Copncil, on the 7th June^ 
and debated .upon the, .1 oth.-^r therefore to .carry on .the 
con for miry,! ,,the concludingparagraphs.of the propofed 
draft iiiall.be fir ft introduced. . He propofed, that in 
the .letter ’to;., Bombay,, .the, Board fhould 'communicate 
their^ difapprobation of the fteps taken againft the mili- 
tary commanders, thus : • . 

. ift. ‘ That. we highly difapprove..of theyreferencd 
made to us, to decide on the condu&of-Colontfl Eger- 
ton and Lieutenant. Colonel, Cockburn, overw.horri 
we havenqjurifdi&ion j.^and that. if, ; we were , other-' 
wifi competent to .try .the charge, - the. ; wancof ,vtvA 
voce evidence, .to.be examined upon oath concerning 
many fads necefiary toeftablilh the truth of ir,‘ would 
bean immediate bar to our proceeding. ”, 

‘ 2d. * That, the formal charge exhibited by the Prefi- 
dent. againft' Meffrs. Egerton and Cockburn, for.hav- 
ing rjefufed to . take charge of concluding the arm^ - 
back to Bombay, * ought to have been fpllowed.by 
kn .immediate arreft and trial; It is a queftion of fad, 
which could only be determined on the fpot. .... . 

3d. * That to prefer a charge and refufe a trial. Is,' 
in our, opinion, .a proceeding .wholly inconfiftent with 
juftice, .and liable to many dangerous confequences. 
A precedent of this nature, if once permitted to pafs 
without condemnation, tends in the firft inftance to 
.leave the characters . and fafety of individuals, at, the 
mercy of men , in power, .and ultimately to. weakeh 
the hands of Government itlelf, by deftroying that 

P 2 ‘ '•onlfi 


. E -Although Colonel Cockburn refufed to taker the chkrge c if Con- 
ducting the army over tracts and pafies, back to Bombay, yfrt he of- 
fered to conduct them forward to Poonah; 
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* .confidence ^which -indi'vidnals b&yc : oeen caught, to re- 
‘ pofe in 'the jufticc and good faith of Govern ntenr,. -and 
*’ which alone can engage .them. to a£t with fpirit and 
*. vigour in the public. lervicer. 

..... 4 th; .v 1 hat, the. menace-held, uui ,uy,-.t,ncir.renaencto- 

* ’.the officers;, agai nft whom he ' himfdf! .-.had :deJ ivered . 
•*.' a. formal ‘ charge. of difobedience of prders, .viz,- ffhai 
c ‘tf t they, \ would not decline, , all military duty -• and ‘fubmit . 
l jh‘ek cauje'.tt'Mr; determination^ he mill'd \mwje) tbSfuf- 
t '/^pid-.them ’ ihe.,/ervice , is,? in, our. opinion, 1 ! a ’high 'and 
’V arh)itraf,y, .prpceeding r ;and calis for the; moft. public and 

e ,'iblemn ( tpnaemnati6n from, this Board/ :That the clitfm 

* jOf' Meffrs. .Egerton < and . Cockbunv to> be ;tried:'by a 
Vcpprt-martial, -was .acclaim of right, .'and accrued to 
c '; therr^tlie. momenta fpecific charge. was exhibited againft 
‘'■jthem. ’That any.atcempt.ro induce men. under. a pub- 
V’lic ’-charge, to wave their right to a public 1 trials is 
? equally inconfifteht with thejufticc.and dignity of Go- 
.‘'.yernmeht... But . that the intention of -psUTuig by all 

* «' tidal' whatsoever, and of proceeding inftantiy'frbm-ac- 
4 cufation to punifliment, as plainly exprefled in the 
4 minute held . out by. the JPrefidcnt^ -is, in our opinion, 

■ ‘ higlily.icripiinal j and chat as fuch weihall think'it 'our 
*' duty .‘to reprefent it to our fuperiors. . vd; 

■ , . . -* • "j-i-; 

5'tlS 4 That admitting that Colonel Egerton and Lieu- 
4 tenant . Colonel Cockburn, whether Surprized "by the 
4 menaces of the Prefidenr, or.induced „-by>any other 
4 mptiye.whatfoever, had at fir ft fubmitted'to theebn- 
4 'ditions . ipipofed. on them, yet having- difavov/cd- or 
'* retraced fuch fuppofed aflenr,. long before tile refer- 
4 , ence .to th)s, Board was. actually made, the 'advantage 
4 ' {akph 'thereof was .unjuft in itfelf,land hot/to be'fecon- 
4 'cilej; to the fair and open purpofes;. of public 'juftice. 
" c 'i liat they were in full time co revert to their original 

1 right, 

f 



‘ right, and that theft claim to it ought not to have 

* been denied. ■ 

6 th. c Thar, we arc much concerned that fo much 

* time lliottld have been loft, by a ufclefs and dilatory 

* reference to its, of a queftion which ought to liave been 
1 tried upon the fpot, where all the parties and wilnef- 

* les were prefent, and while the recollection of every 
V particular was frelli in their minds. That, however, 

* * the right of Me firs. Egerton and Cockburn to a couic- 

* martial, is not weakened by this delay j and for this 
«. rcafon, as well as becatife we think that many cirtuin- 
‘ ftances relative to the late tranfactions at Bombay,, and 
« necctfary for the Company’s information, can only be 

* brought to light by a public trial, we are of opinion, 

1 that a court-martial fliould be immediately ordered 

* for the trial of Mcflrs. Egerton and Cockburn, bn the 

* formal charge preferred againftthem by the Prefidenr, 

« or fuch other charges as the Prefidcntand Committee 

* may think proper to prefer againft them, for their 
.* conduct in the courfe of the expedition.* 

But to revert to the proceedings in a regular order — 
The confideration of the Governor-general’s minute of 
the 24th May, being revived, Mr. Francis continued 
his obfervations by a minute, in the following terms : 

. 1 ' ■ 1 

’ *, It is .not pofliblc that any member of this Board can 
‘ be more weary of controverfy than I am, or more de- 
.*■ firous to avoid it. When the Board agreed to revert 
‘ to the treaty of Poonah, we, ineffeft, endeavoured to 
‘ • reinftate oiirfelves in a pofition from which we never 
fliould. have departed. Without looking back to the 
‘..fte'ps by which that ground was loft, I willingly join- 
‘ .ed, m the attempt to renew it. * I have no doubt that 

‘ peace 

r Meaning his acquicfcence with the Governor’s propo/itions of 
5th. April laft, 
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< peace may be obtained on the terms of 'Colonel God* 
‘ dard’s prefentinftruftions, provided he-emers heartily 

* into ottr views ; provided this Government ilfelf \‘bt in 
6 earneft in ptirfuit of its prefent cljeEi and provided we 

* do not fuffer ourfelvti to be entangled in the, defoe- 
‘ rate fehemes of thofc who now conftitute the, Go- 
*’ vernment of Bombay, or thwarted by their opposition. 
c I deem, the re- eft abli foment of peace on the Malabar conft 
‘ to be effenlial, not merely to the prof pertly of the India 

* Company , but to their exiftenec. Lht fum total of the 

* liritifb in ter eft in India is involved in the queftion. Let 
‘ a. war upon that coaft be conducted how it may, lhi dif * 

‘ ference between cenqueft and defeat , in my judgment, is 
*• little more than the delay or acceleration of the ruin cf all 

* cur rcfourccs \ nor is it clear to my apprehenfion , which 

* of theft two events will fooneft produce the effect / cxpcli 

* equally from ' both.' 

* Taking the truth of their own reprdcnrations .for 

* granted, it is not cafy to deferibe a fituation more coin- 

* pleccly deftitutc of all means of fupportinga war than 

* that of the Prefidcncy of Bombay ; the annexed ac- 
‘ count Shews, that during the Jaft five years they have 

* received little Id's than one hundred and fix teen lacks 

* of current rupees , r directly out of the revenues of 

* Bengal; yet their bond debt accumulated daily, and 

* now amounts to 38 lacks. By the month of October 
*■ -'Mr. Hornby fays) their finances will be utterly ex* 

‘ haufied. in the interval they will want a fupply of 

* so lacks 
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50, Jacks. Of this.fum.the Prefident, propofes to.bor- 
row ; 2.p; iacksV_ : Hut 'doubts, j; he.pofli bi lit}',, of. jaifi n g' fo 
large a'iuai i . .and if' .it' could be borrowed' , he, fays, , 
tHey- have, no’funds to pay even intereft. , 

s Colonel' Goddard inliislaft letter, of, the ,25th of 
April j tellsjus,. that it is impoffibleinthat country, 
and lieTfears in .its' neighbourhood, . . to find men fit to 
recruit tne vacancies which happened^ in His battalions, 
firice leaving the Jumna. But Mr. Hornby, himfelf 
tells us, awl we have .reafon to believe it true, that 
the, Bengal Sepoys .will not ftay. at fo great a diftance 
from their native country.— He fays, that if they .were 
to have no caufe of difiatisfaflion on account of their 
pay, there is reafon to fear their numbers will every 
day dimiriifh, by their going of to their own country* 

5 Even before the late rupture with the Marrattas, 
and long ,before the difafter which attended it, the 
Prefidency of Bombay told us in their letter of the 
7‘th December 1777, that fince their late acquifitions 
it was become very neceffary, and they.hadfaccord- 
ingly. recommended ic to the Company, ..to:-augment- 
ib'e European corps; that notwithftanding they, gave 
every' encouragement, it was very difficult, to, raife 
good Sepoys on. that coaft; that it would require fo 
much time to' raife and difcipline a further number .of 
Sepoys, To as in the leaft degree to be,confidered as 
effective troops, that it woul.d be much better, in- every 
refpeft to fend, them a reinforcement of difcipiiried 
Sepoys, if European troops could not be fpared. 

‘‘ do. •well to confider how long, we can main- 

tain a. war on fucb a footing , before we engage in it. — 

I will not fuppofe the cafe of new mifcarriqges. Let it be ■ 
admitted that ; fuccefs and cohqtiejl are as certain as the 
mcjlfangims expectations [can imagine j it does not follow, 

“ that 
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* * 

“■ that iheobjeblsprbpsfed to be obtained by them, ar.e fetch 
“ as we ought to aim atinour prefent circumf antes, or that 
■ ‘ ■vi5lory .mll fay its- own : expends-. — Byext ending -our 
^■'territorial poffeffions, we-, create irreconcikable enmity- in 
“ the minds of thofe powers; whom we- immediately . ^ 

their property: We $11 -.every other Indian fatemth jea- 
loufy and alarm, and the territory .we acquire; comes iwaf- 
. ed and depopulated ■ into .our hands. **■ 

e . :To:defend a new line of frontiei&j new military- ei- 
e tabliffimemsmuft be'fprmed, and thofeeftabliffiments 
Vmuftnot only .be paid for out of the revenues of Ben- 

* gal, but the very men who tbmpbfe;them,- raifed and- 
c :nouri{hed here to fupply a fervice, which we know, 
f they will'take the firft opportunity of -deferting. 

•* : Such,’i'n rriy conception^ is the.fituation in- which'.a 
c fuccefsful'wanagainft the Marrattas alone, will place 

* us. . But if our fuccefs, or the apparent prolpeft ol 

* it^fifould compel them to. call in<the ; Fretich to. their 
4 . affiftahee,: if 'rather than relinquiffi. their, country to us, 
‘./they ihould. refolve: to;make it the -feat of -war, let -us 

* confider. in .what manner the contefl> is-then to be 

* maintained, : and to what : ifiue it may lead us.; .-, No.- 

* thing lefs thamthe extreme and inftant.neceffityof.felfr 
£ pTeft'rvatibn, -can ever reduce the Marrattas to -fo clef- 
«.perate a refolutionj as thatTbf inviting a European 
1 army into their country. • -If .once they are intro- 
4 duced, it may be a- difficult talk, to remove’ them. 

*■ -'The events- of war in that cafe will not be fo clearly at our 
4 command , as they are thought to > be cit-prefent ; r and let it 
4 be remembered, that on tbefe events, .if they are forwarded 
4 by car alls, we pall want only - id-fake 'the fate of -our 
4 -Empire. 3 

. I * 

'** 'The-qiicfiton 'does not end here : . In the prefent fate of 
ct things , much-more than the interef of '.India jnay depend 
■. : . * ' . 44 on 
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« cn the care end (economy with which we conduit the Com- 
te panfs affairs . — A regular return of wealth from the- 
“ revenues of thefe provinces is undoubtedly expeSied at home. 
c - The nation , now perhaps looks to Bengal , as its lafi and 
'■'greateft external refource. But if this demand upon us 
“ from home were not fo pr effing, and fo likely to increafe, as' 
« / think it is, it is time jer us to conftder , whether there ■ 
“ be in Great Britain a fundamental force equal to the 
ic - tenure of unbounded acquisition, at this difiance from the 
« feat of Empire i or Whether we are not arrived at a. point, 
«« at which common prudence dictates to us to fix , once for 
« all, r he limits of bur dominion . ' If my judgment were to . 
“ prevail , it Jlsould be our objeSi to contrast them 

' « Thefe general confiderations belong properly to the 

« opinion which 1 mean to give on the principal' quef- 
« tions before us, and will be found applicable to the 
‘ fubje£t.* 

* To avoid a ufelefs debate at the Board, I think the 
e firft queftioh (hould be put generally, and decided by 

* a majority of votes, — viz. — Whether we (hall or (hall 

* not enter into a difeuffion and cenfure of the late tranf- " 

* adtions at Bombay ? If it be determined in the affir- 
‘ mative, the commander in. chief’s minute and mine, 

* will furnifh what I deem fnfficient materials for that 

* part of our letter. — To thefe, however, the other 
e members of the Board may propofe fuch additions or 

* alterations as they (hall think proper.’ 

.« The fecond .queftion, I (hould think, to be decided 

* in the fame manner, is. Whether we (hould declare 
6 our opinion to the Prefidency at Bombay, that Colo- 

* nel Egerton and Lieutenant Colonel Cockbitfn (hould 

* be tried by a court-martial, for the reafons afligned in 

* the paragraphs 1 fubmitted to the Board on Monday 

‘ laft” • •: ; 

Q_ « The 


( *22 ) 

* * x ; 

* *' -TKe-i*ema]ning'qneItions-brcught;befcre us by the 

* Governor Gent ralV minute; -...require, more-.cafe and 
‘ deliberation than need be given tothe>condemnation 

* of. any thing that is paft.* . 

4 'I think, we ought, in the firlt:pIace, .to .decide ge- 
e ’ nerallyi whether we lhall or (hall :not (end any .new 
6 inftrudtions to Colonel. Goddard,- before we- hear- the 
*'refult of thofe we have already fent. — My opinion is, 

6 'that" we flfould wait for advices from him, in reply to 
6 our letters of the 5th of April.* 

\ With refpeft to the propofed inftruftions, I am a- 
c . gainft our engaging in,, or giving our fanftion to, the 
‘ plan of military operations propofed by Mr. Hornby.- 

Firft. . 4 For the reafon afiigncd by the commander . 

* in chief, in which I intirejy concur, and which I beg 
leave to recite in his o\yn words, yiz. 44 As to the 

44 various plans propoled of feeking war for plunder, 
44 the honour of the nation and of the Company, ihfe- 
44 parable fr«>m his own, would never permit him to 
44 fubfcribe to it.’*. 

. 4 Secondly. Becaufe, if I. thought a war oh this or 
4 . any other plan might at a future day be unavoidable, 

4 dill I would not, at the prefent point of time, hold 
4 out to the Presidency of Bombay the moft diftahtidea 
4 of encouragement and eventual fupport in the profe- 
4 cuiion of luch meaiures, being thoroughly convinced 
4 Irom my knowledge and experience of the temper 
4 that predominates there, it would furnifli them with 
4 means, of which I fear they might avail tliemfelves, 

4 to tmbarrafs Colonel Goddard’s negotiations with the, 

4 Poon.ih. Durbar, and to prevent a peace. By plung- 
4 ing the Company into a war, it is pofiible that a hope 
‘•may be entertained of recovering pcrfonal credit. 

4 That 
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* That inftant difficulty may withdraw the Company’s 
■* attention from. things already done; and that, in the 

* couife of events^' new queftions may arife, in which 

* the.confule'ration of former mifcarriages and former 
£ nilfconduft may be loft.— -But' thefe are motives of ac- 
tion' which have no relation to the public fcrvicc, and 
4 which neither can, nor ought to have any influence 
4 over our deliberations. 

i 

‘Thirdly. Becaufe the motive afiigned' for. not.cen- 
4 Turing. the late tranfaftions \yith the leverity they, de- 

* ferve, viz. That it would he improper to add to the 
4 .depvejficn .of men, by whofe agency we muft fzpport and 
4 defend the rights of the Company, and the honor of the 
4 BritiJJj nation, amounts to a declaration or ad million, 
4 that the Tame agency which has already produced To 
4 much dilhonor and dillrds, muft ftill be trufted and 
4 employed .in the direction and condudt of the pro** 
4 poled operations. But to . this I can never afl'enr. 
4 I fee no wifdom, nor firmnefs, nor union, in thtir 
• 4 . councils. And 1 have no reafon to believe that their 
4 difpofition is pacific.” 

4 Fourthly. Becaufe I fee no ground for apprehen- 
4 fion, that the Marrattas-will renew hoftiliti'es with us, 
, 4 even for the recovery of the territory ceded to them 
4 by .the convention ; provided we are contented to 
4 ftand.upon the delcnfive. They hive no general 
*. principle ..of union among themfelves, but that of 
4 ielf-defence. ' Neither party, however, can now aft 
4 againft the other, with efFnft, befoie uffcober. In 
4 that interval. a peace may be ('brained ,. if we, odour 
1 parts, are heartily inclined to it. At all events,, we 
4 ,j loie. nothing .by waiting for the re fult of Colonel God- 
4 .dard’s negotiations - If in addition to his pfefent in- 
4 ftru£liqnsi • it be thought advifeahle to iiYipoiver hint 
1 to gain .the friendjhip . of.. Madajefc Scindia^ by- an 
: 0^2 ' ‘ equitable 



(i. '*¥■ •)) 


.'equitable cbriiprdmifeyunrEeu*o£ch^ 
mcnts already fettled with him,' £ tfnfcl 1 /’read! ) y i- a g reft 
to ii:,' becaufe l think, that with.prudent management 
if'fnajptje ; th$ means 1 of f 'f6r>vard'i ng : a' ! gehera'l''peace, 
Wi t hotTf -which ; f would 1 fiSr' m%e f Xi>ycd r n f cfefnbrn h ' : ;; • 
or - <\ -- ;j i siilej I ,zn 'jocr.r. ir.vm 02 

\ w T ;, ‘liSvfc' ! ^cr'efpfdre1 flared r my ; reaf6hs'/ ar- : large for 
objecting tb- r tlVe : aliiahce ;, prbp6ied -t cf BeaVcorhplifh'ed 
; witlf 1, K3o6dajee “Bodfl'aVkby/t^^ 
'ElR6tV%nd'-'Gdlonel' : 'G6ddard , sTublequent;, : appoiht- 
ntehr d to 1 f the L Tame~ comtiiifliori — The ' plan : -liiaVing 
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ctkWnd Indianpower will tvcrmolefl- us. 

if id .yiu: y/* . ■ ■ ■ . q. ■ z.:Lu<y:<r. 

tKefe" ' general rcafons- 1 cannot add a.' ftronger 
-argument* than that v-fl ich the military comrfianc'er 
iri-Cfti'ePs -minute has furnifhed* me.; he obferves, 
tyhai 0 M'ccddjee Boojia • 'is ■ propofed, becaufe bis ; elevation 
'HvtlP refibre : the old Man alt a government } ; ; and : thereby 
ftrtnglheiif. aggrandize, and unite the -Man alia ' chip ire, 
"whicp very red ftm t if no better can be given., ' ■•ipi, I f r event 
iiy" concurring Hr its ' Even the GoVcrriop Genera Ps 
'opinion comes ftrongly in fupport of'Sir Eyre Gqote’s 
Tehtimetits and, mine on- thisfubjeCt.- ri: He thinks, 
'tbai 'Moedajee Boofla 1 hill wait for proofs- dfiohr- ftiperi- 
'orstyf before 'be will- hazard the cbnfeqiunces of -'^decided 
connexion with us- : When that Tupefidricy-'is : ob- 
-tained, we fball ftand in no need of the connection ; 
and if our fchemc. of:. -military operations- be/jiot 
practicable with- our own forcei- agree- entirely 
with' the -GoYernor-General in thihkingj /feir \ we 
« fball 
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« JImll .gafc j nothing J -by. ■> inciimbmwX rourfehes. with :: the 
* weight pjha?tiiftid,itlly? 


Befor/e-^we-o' determine, r, whether,, we, (hall ..lend any 

* ]partht , !^fnpp]yjpf,%ipney. : jp : Bombay ,- at. this, ti me, and 

* to what amount,' I defire that the Accomptant-Gene- 

* -ral may ;la.y, before;, u s,- an accpnntoftheiums already 

* Temitted.to .thatPreridency^-for their.exclufiye-ieryice, 
4 fin,ce A prii, , i y 78,-. diftinguiihing,,the annualho m the 
4 .^ 7 m„fupply. r . .. Alfo, ■ a-ftate r of j the futnsjremitted ?co 

* ^plqnel -Goddard,. .or- drawn for by him,. ) fince ; he I luC|- 
4 xeed e d . to. th e : -. co m m a n d of the, detachment.; From 
4 theie accouts, we. may be able to judge, how, far -we 
4 -are,, bound .to.-; comply with -any new >: demands t fr.om 
4 .Bombay how' long Colonel Goddard’s prefent funds 
4 wmiaftj,and.at what time it may -b e, neceffary.to make 
4 him further, remittances -for the pay-. of his army,;-. At 
4 prelent, !. will not confent to fend a rupee. to. Bombay, 
4 for' the purpofe of carrying -on. war,, and; making 
4 conquefts ; nor will I confent to it at any time, but 
4 -under the condition, in lifted on by the.fmilitary) com- 
4 -mander-.-in. chief, that- means are .taken ,to prevent]- the 

* *!???& 'falling 'into, hands, which experience has proved, will 
1 make- fo ill a. .life of its. A , cpnfiderable part of .the 
4 .money which - we fent them laft year, .to defray their 
4 necelfary expences,-. has been given to Roganaut-ro\v 
4 and.Scjndia,- nearly to the amount of 50,000 1 . 

4 -The. truth they, have dreamed too long. pf.jnex- 
4 hauftible- wealth -from -Bengal. .Under the influence 
4 of this dream,; they have embarked in fehernes of the 
4 jrnoft dangerous, nature, and wafted the Company’s 

* *'property'wii;h unexampled .prpfufio’n.' . It is high time 
4 ithat they.'lhould. be awakened from it.* . - .. ; f.. ...,/ 


Ci\ sill f.r, I Vf." :C 

-T<j'Roganaut-fo\v - v - 
;Tp ;his officers, 3t tWCC 
..To.Scindia’s officers ' - 


: r---The 

4 -lacks' rupees ^ . -*'o :: 

; 30,000 -rupees- j -■ 

41,000 dirto. - fEombay .currency. 

" J 
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rThe Governor-general .replied to Mr. Francis’s rft'fc 
jnute, in . the foIiowingTacbriic terms*. 

* ■ / am equally anxious imlh Nir. Bradcis, to 'avoid con - 
<’* trcverfy. This feniimiii 7 only profefs, but T will 
['..evince if, by refttfing to hear' my- far tin it. — This muft 
. *• ferve for an excufe , ' */ ah excufe is necejfary for declining a 
■ x reply to Mr. Francis’s minute, at the fame time that Imufl 

c declare my dif agreement, not only with its general - tenor, 
c hit with many parts of it which appear to me, not fa 

* necejfary to arife out of the fiibjcfts immediately before the 
‘ Board, as to the continuation of former debates. ’ 

* ' 4 . 

* The.fentimcnts which have, been expreffed by the 
f feyeral members 'of this' Board,- have led us into -a 

wide field ofdebate ; from which, it is effectually in- 
c cumbent upon me to endeavour to withdraw our at- 
6 tendon to luch precife points, as may bring this bu« 

* finefs to a conclufion/f,. 

* * In my firfl: minute, I enumerated all the points of 
’* confideration which were brought before us,, by the 
1 difpatches larely received from Bombay, ; : leaving it 

! to the choice of the Board which of thefe'we.fhali.re- 
; jefifc, and which we fhouid fek£t for the fubjefts of 
! .our inftrnflions to the Prefidency of Bombay, and to 
; Colonel Goddard’; and I concluded with the.propo- 
■ ial of the draft of a letter, to be written to the Pre- 
; fident and Committee of 'Bombay to which, I . have 
fince made fome very material alterations/. 


■ x uuw ucg leave iu retail- i-uc au-erttion ofi'the Board, 

* to the,niotioh which is thus regularly brought before 

* : them; and to reejueft that they will be pleafedtode- 
* : cide tipon it.; The letters involve many diftin&quefi* 

‘ tion. 


f ; The cables . arbitrary. inode of huittingout debates are 

too obvioas for arumadverfibn- 


* tions, . which may. be ; determined by an approbation^ 
‘ or disapprobation, or aid amendment of each paragraph. 

1 taken as a leparate quediom Perhaps it may be deem-: 

* ,ed. more expedient to the difpatch bf.bufinefs, to pro- 

* .pole.idiiiiiVft .queftipns and from the fehfe of the 
.Board colieibed,- upon thefe to. form the letter to 

J'^ombay,'.' and fuch other inftruftions as may depend 
‘.'upon them. ..Ifubmii to this Board, if the other mem* 
‘..hers ofthis Board Jkall prefer it.,* 

. , . I ; 

. . It.was refplved that acopy of>the Governor-General’s 
draft be . delivered to each member, for their opinions 
on each paragraph. % - 

« At a confultation on the i.oth of June; Mr. Francis 
_ proposed a draft of a letter, 'as amendments upon that 
, which was i propos'd by the Governor, and a copy deli* 
.vered to each member at the laft meeting. ■ - 

* 

5 The Governor's draught, Mr. Francis's draught. 

* i.“ We have received j. Approved— literally* 
your letter of the 4th April, 

Avith its inclofures, by the 
hand^of- Mr. HprCLcy.” 

.x. « .. . s . . 

- 2.' “ .We do not think; 2. ee After perufing thefe 
.it neceifary to enter on the papers, with .thp. drifted 
review, of your . proceed- . and mod deliberate atten- 
ings, but (hall confine pur tion, we have determined, 1 
prefenc enquiries to the npr to enter into a particu-. 
choice of fuch means as lar difeuffion, or cenfure of , 
may beft- conduce to re- the meafures which have 
trieve their unhappy con- involved you in your pre- 
ferences;, leaving. the pad fent diftreffes. You jmuft 
to .the ferutiny of a higher anfwer. to ‘ a. jiiglie'r-land 
" ‘ " and 

. • .This kind of iubmiffion from Mr. Haftings’s mouth, or pen, 
was fo novel, that it commands to be diftinjgttilhed in Italicj.' 
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•and more effectual autho- 
rity.” 


3. Wc mud defire to 
decline the reference made 
to us of the charge made 
by your Prefident againft 
Col. Egcrton, and Lieut. 
Co). Cockburn, as a point 
on which we have no jurif- 
di&ion, and which is cog- 
nizable only by your au- 
thority ; either with the 
power of fufpenfion im- 
mediately, veiled in your 
body by the Court of Di- 


more effe&ual' authority, 
for the difficulties to which 
you have reduced the go- 
vernment intruded to your 
care; and for the unexam- 
pled difhonour you have 
brought upon the Compa- 
ny’s arms. We leave your 
„ conduft in the courfe of 
thefe cranfa&ions to be ex- 
amined at home; as we 
doubt not, it will be with 
the utmoft feverity. If, on 
our fide, it had been pof r 
fible for us to feledt any 
part of your proceedings, 
either in the plan or exe- 
cution of the meafures, on 
which we could have be- 
llowed our approbation, 
we fhould readily havedone 

3, In Mr. Francis’s 
draft, on the fubjed of 
the Governor’s third para- 
graph, was a literal abllrad 
of the propofitions made by 
him on the yth June. 


Sir Eyre Cootc propofed 
fome fmall amendment on 
the Governor’s paragraph. 

4. Approved 



. s * 
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reitors; or through the 
regular trial of a court- 
martial ; to which we re- 
commend their being im- 
mediately brought, not up- 
on the limited charge given 
in by the Prefident,' which 
lolely points to one part of. 
their conduct, but Upori 
a general charge for mif-. 
conduit, upon an expe- . 
dition that has failed.” 


4^ “ Having given full 
powers to CpL Goddard, 
to negociate.and conclude 
a treaty of peace with the 
Marratta government, and 
having no caiife to alter 
the ternis which we. have 
preferibed in our inftruc- 
tions for that purpofe, we 
have only to repeat, that 
we look to the iffue of that 
fcommiffioh as our primary 
objeit, and the termination 
of all our political views 
on yotir fide of India, if it 
lhall prove fuccfefsful.” 


41 Approyed—lite^lly.' 


5. But if die inihifters 
lhall rejeit the ptopofals 
which We have ordered to 
be made to them; and lhall 
reduce us to the neceifity 
of defending the rights and 
interefts of the Company 

R 


5. Uritihwe. lhall- be 
advifed by Col. Goddard;' 
of the refult of histiego- 
ciations,'in Corifequence- of 
his prefdrif 'of ders;'.' W ; e' : do 
not think it advifeabl'e to 
bind ourfelves, even by a 

by 
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by an open war, we leave conditional determination* 
a latitude of. adtion to Col; to profecu te the war : on the 
Goddard, under your in- plan ;propofed;. by; ; Mr.. 
ftrudtions, to avail himfelf Hornby,, or on, any/other. 
of the fituation which for- Supposing . that,, our, .view’s 
tune may- prefent to him ; and- wilhes, which are. all 
and if a war fhould be in- directed, to., an .honourable 
difpenfibly continued, it peace,, fhould be. defeated, 
muft alfo reft with him, it js not from. a . partial ef : , 
who is refponfible to us for ‘ fort on .your; fide,;of, ;jfndia 
His condutt, to adopt any alone, that'; we. can , form ' 
part, or the whole of Mr. ahyreafonable.'ocpeftatioh 
Hornby’s planj laid down of a decifive fuccefsagainft 
in -his minute of. 30th the united, power .of ..the 
March, or* not at all j as Marrattas.j; forin the. cafe; 
he may think moft advife 7 of, .war,: we muft fuppofe- 
able for - promoting ‘ the their ftrcngth. to be united 
diftrefs of the enemy.” againft us. ' We will - not 

therefore, precipitate a re- 
Sir Eyre Coote propofed . foliitioo, in ; .the . „confe- 
a trifling amendment on quence of; which,. ’allJndia 
this paragraph. may be involved. We fhali 

wait for ad vices\from. Col. 
Goddard j :and; bej deter 7 
mined by the flights . ; and 
informations ; with , which 
he may,furnifli:USi” 7r - : ; ■ 

6 . “ Should this plan be 6 . Comprehended in. the 
carried into execution, we' laft paragraph^ No.-^^up- 
require'your ftridleft at- on the general' principle; of 
tendon to the following his m i n.u te of obfer v i n g a 
cautions That your en- -ft lent refervation. until ifefh 
gagements fhali be offen- advices were received from 
five, only for the objects Col. Goddard, 6 7 ih confe- 
of your immediate opera- querice of-.his inftruftions 
tionss and in .all other re- of. 5th April. -- , . 

• ' ' - ■ fpefts. 


fpedts, purely defenfive. 
That your -engagements 
with the Guicawar’s fa- 
mily, ihall be made with* 
the chief of it, and with 
him excliifively. That you 
lhall riot affume a medi- 
ation between the brothers, 
or take any part whatever 
in their domeftic difputes, 
futtherthan to fupport the 
party in alliance with the 
Company, and' his poffef- 
fioris againft foreign inva- 
fiori f and that you do not 
commit the dignity of the 
Company,' or pledge the 
-national faith, in' formal 
treaties with perfons of a 
rank or power, Unfuitable 
to fuch a diftindtion.” 


; 7, <c We are fenfible of 7. Obferved the fame 
the attention which- you filence as in the preced- 
have ihewn to our views ing, on this paragraph al- 
with' the government of fo— -which of courfe im- 
Berar, in joining the over- plied a difapprobation. 
tures lately made to Moo- 
dajee Boofla, by Colonel 
Goddard, and in your re-r 
folution, to avoid whatever 
might again interfere with 
this negotiation. We con- 
fefsj we at this time enter- 
tain little hope of his com 
curring with our defigns; 

He will tyait for proofs of 


our 



C *3* 

our fuperiority, before he 
will hazard the consequen- 
ces of a decided (connec- 
tion with us; and every of- 
fer made to him, while he 
is under the influence of 
fuch a policy, will butfervq 
- to increafe his referve, as 
he will naturally conftrue 
it, toproceedfrom the con- 
fcioufnefs of our own ina- 
bility to fupport ourfelves 
, without aforeign afliftance ; 
and this is an additional 
motive for our preferring 
9 fcheme of military opera- 
tions, pradticable by our 
own force, unincumbered 
with the weight of a timid 
ally. If, notwithftanding, 
Moodajee Boofla fhall have 
anfwered the letters which 
have been written to him, 
by a willirignefs to accept 
of the . propofed alliance, 
we fhall leave it .to be con- 
cluded under the. inftr.uc- 
- tionsalreadygiven incharge 
topolonel Goddard. If, on 
the'eontrary, as we expeft, 
he fhall diredtly refufe, or 
hefitate, or make new re- 
ferences to us, we have, in 
fuch cafe, ordered Colo- 
nel Goddard to break off 
|he negotiation.” 


( *33 ) 

S. 5? We think our- 8. The fame marks of 
felves ftriftly juftifiablc in difapprobation, 'as in the 
refufing to ratify, even the three laft paragraphs, 
fmalleft tittle of the treaty, 
or convention of Wor- 
gaum, and we have already 
intimated our fentiments 
on this head to Colonel 
Goddard, and given him 
our final inftruftions upon 
it ; but as we had not at that 
time before us, the feparate 
fecret engagement entered 
into with Madajee Scindia, 
we couldnottakeitintoour 
ponfideration, nor judge of 
the obligation we were un- 
der to exprefs our fenfe of 
his fervices, at the inftant 
we difclaimed the afts of 
the committee, and yrill 
not admit of any preten- 
fions founded on thofe afts, 
yet they cannot cancel any 
fights which have their 
bafis in cflential and in- 
trinfic benefits reaped by 
our nation. This right we 
muft acknowledge to be 
poffefied by Madajee Scin- 
dia, and mull therefore 
declare, that unlefs he 
ihould have forfeited it by 
any fubfequent aft, he is 
mtitled to a full compen- 
fation for any difappoint- 
jpent he may fuffer by our 


denial 
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denial of the ^6ls : of the 
committee/* ... 

9. te We have therefore ,9;- Asaboye.- 
inftru&ed Col. Goddard to 
exprefs the fenfe in which 
this government is pleafed 
to " regard the fervices of 
Madajee Scindia, at War* 
gaum, by offering him fuch 
a gratification as may be 
afforded him by your go- 
vernment,: or for fome 
means which he may pof- 
fefs from the operations of 
war, in cafe peace is not. 
concluded, upon the in- 
ftrudtions he is already fur- 
nifhedwith. 1 *' 

' jo. If in the event of jo* As above, 

•war, (Madajee Scindia fhall 
be difpofed to take part 
witHiiSjWe have authoriz- 
ed Colonel Goddard to en- 
ter into fuch engagements 
with him, as fhall no.t be 
contrary to any before con-: 
eluded, and which he may 
judge molt advifeable j 
making our future fecu- 
rity, peace, and an ade- 
quate revenue, his chief 
and indifpenfible objects, 

, and the grounds of our en- 
gagements with him;” 

: - It. “To 
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it. ‘To fum up what 
we have written, our firft 
defire is to obtain peace on 
the terms propofed by our 
inftructions to Col. God- 
dard of 5th April, and it is 
only in the event of the 
failure in this defign, that 
we have formed the fubfe- 
quent inftrudions, or will 
allow of their operations. 

12. ‘ The execution of 
the propofed treaty of peace 
with the Poonah Miniftry, 
we leave to the foie charge 
of Colonel Goddard, ac- 
cording to the inftrutiions 
which we have already giv- 
en him. 

13. “ The feparate ne- 
gotiation with Madajeee 
Scindia, bears fuch a con- 
nexion with the foregoing, 
that we have therefore 
thoughtit neceflary to leave 
this alfo to his charge. The 
negotiation and treaty of 
alliancewithMoodaj ee Boo - 
fla, we alfo leave to the foie 
management.of Col. God- 
dard, in the authority of 
his inftruftionsof the 16th 
November, until the pe- 
riod of their fufpenfion by 


H. As above. 


1 2 . Approved. literal I v. 


1 3. Difappf6yed;’upon.' 
the principles exprefied ire 
his draft oppofite 'to ftlie 
fifth paragraph. !:■'/■ 


the 


the refufal, or fuch hdita- 
tion of Moodajee Boofla, as 
he (hall deem fulRcient, to 
warrant his declaring the 
negotiation fufpended.The 
future renewal of this ne- 
gotiation wc referve to be 
determined by our exprefs 
orders, but without revok- 
ing the credentials and inr 
ftru&ions already granted 
to Col. Goddard refpeft- 
ing it. In all other hegoci- 
ations, treaties, and plans 
of military operations, it is 
our wilh fo to blend the 
powers ofyotirgovernment 
with our own in the direc- 
tion of them, and in every 
formalor occafiond inftru- 
ment which they may re- 
quire for their ratification, 
as to preferve the credit and 
diftinft refponfibility of 
both, and to make both 
the pledges for the faithful 
obfcrvanceof them. For 
this purpofc we need not 
recommend that Col. God- 
dard be confulted, whether 
his prcfcnce, or the nature 
of the fubjetts will admit 
of itjOnallmcafurcs, which 
have a relation to our pre- 
fent inftruftions, as you 
have already been plcafcd 
to allow him a deliberative 
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voicein yourcouncils; and 
vve are happy to find that 
you ,are fo well fatisfied 
with his conduft, and liis 
ready difpofition{b alfifb in 
the execution of your de- 
figns, as. to leave us little 
occafion to.lav down a clear- 
er line foj theemployment 
of the forces under his 
command, than that- we ' 
have already deferibed. 

‘14. “ We have diredled 14. As the foregoing. 
Colonel Goddard' to exe- 
• cute whatever fervice you 
{ball think it proper to re- 
quire, which he lhall think 
pra&icable, and which (hall 
not be contrary to any in- 
ftrudtions, or to any exift- 
ingengagements; acaution 
which we hope will be un- 
necefiary, but with which 
we do not think ourfelves 
at liberty to difpenfe, while 
the principal refponfibility 
refts with us. And for the 
fame reafon, we require 
that all treaties, which ihall 
be concluded by you in vir- 
tue of thefe'inftruftions, be 
referred to this Govern- 
ment, for its final fanftion, 
and formal, ratification of 
them, and that a claufe be 


inferred 
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inferred.-^ in jevery tr eaty fo' 1 
concluded, to that effect. :1 

* * - • , ‘ ( 

i S‘, u - ’.We (hall heartily 
join , with you in recom- 
mending Colonel Goddard 
to the Court of Directors, 
foriheappointmentofcom- . 
mander, in chief, at your 
Prefidency, on the.firftva-’ 

, cahcy and in the interme- 
.diate tiinewe think it abfo- 
..lutely. necefiary in the pre- 
sent dillniffed fituation that 
•the ’military upon your ef- 
Vtabli (lament are-rtduced to, 
that- he ftiould have the 
■ rank given him of Brigadier 
General, in order to en- 
able him to carry on the 
public .fervice with 'more 
weight- and dignity, for 
which purpofe we have 
granted him a Brevet Com- 
rniffion for the fervice, in 
. which he is now employed. 


/ : i .5: Sileriti 


In conclufibn, Mr.-Frap- 
cis. obferved, ' That witja 
* l ; reganFtq the form, and 
extent of; the charge a- 
“ gainft Colonel Eger ton 
“ and Lieutehanf Colonel 
Cockburri, .1’ I- :have no 
. ll objeftion -to -the tdrrqs 
recommended by- ■' -Sir 
" Eyre Coote.” 


(C 
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It is jmpoffible, without . deviating from the common 
rules of confillency, to pafs over the; Goyerhor-general*S 
draft- without animadverfioh. , 1 It is a perfect mafter- 
piece of artful confufion, ' containing throughout, ’; a 
tiring of ambiguities, contradictions, and unintelligible 
tautologies, which, if they are not immediately Calcu- 
lated to confound and embarrafs the negotiator; ' are 
Certainly meant, in cafe of ‘error or failure' in . thC ; exe- 
cution,; to fereen.. the real author from.cehfure, by catc- 
hing it on Colonel Goddard, and'heaping a portion alfo 
.upon the ponderous mountain already fufpended over. 
...the. Proficiency of Bombay. A review ahdcritical com- 
! parifonof che.5tK; 6th, 7th; 8th,‘g.th, iOt'h, nth", and , 
-.1 2th paragraphs, ■ will clearly evince the' truth of this 
. afiertion. 'But the 1 3th and 14th beggar deferiprion', 

; and may,’ without offending the ableft produftions of 
the late Holy Satiety, be adjudged to a confpicuotiS Ra- 
tion among Jcfuiihc! performances. — As the unconfti- 
tutional and impolitic authorities and-inftruftions \Vhich ' 
are contained in it, were clearly demonftrated at" the 
Board, by a refutation which did honour to" the author; * 
as well as by another proteft by Mr. Francis'; ft-.Will 
only, be r.eceflary no\V, to fay, that the' plenipotentiary 
powers to Colonel Goddard, independent of,' arid . as 
an abfolute check and controul upon the Governor and 
Council of. Bombay,- within the exprefs precincts-of 
their commiffion and eftablifhm’ent, amount to' A total 
fufpenfion of that government; ot that the whole aft 
is, friw.a facie , illegal ; that even allowing to Colonel 
Goddard an aflemblage of all the cardinal virtues,' 
with every ability and force of judgment which belong 
to humanity, th? talk is too arduous* as it .will be 
found difficult for a man aiming at military glory,- and 

S 2 espoled 

* Mr. Horfley’s letter to the Board; reprefenting, as well tKc il- 
legality, as the impolicy and inexpediency of the authority and in- 
ftructiqns conveyed in the Governor-general's draft, aee the 
• letter on the Company’s records. 
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expofed- to» : the.itemp'catiohs-. -which - are - pecdlia'rrto' the 
chief. command;.of a military expedition in India, joined 
.with- an -unconiroled. political authority, to.feparate am- 
bitions objefls from the immediate, important duties of 
liis high commiffion. 

'/• V ‘ . *s 

‘ ' i it 

. , .-The -Governor : gerieral in , a minute,. oh. the 10th' 
.June, ; can vaffed the fentimcnts avowed by Mr. Francis^' 
and exprcfled in. the draft ' propofed as .an amend- 
ment oiv the. Governor’s. .. He. entered into- a long ha- 
jaingiie on, peace or war . with the Marrattas, as an. J al- 
ternative in which there, was no latitude; and that the 
orders to Colonel Goddard prefcribed clear and Ample 
conditions. That if a peace, follows, matters .will con- 
tinue in, and revert to the fame (late as they, were by 
-the treaty of Pooriinder, without the interferer.ee of the 
Supreme Board.;.- But that Jn cafe of war j the r Com- 
.panyte fafety mud depend: on injlant by feizing 

particular pods, /idurihg:. the. feafonr.in v/hich. (in his 
opinion), the Marratta troops could, not abl, ..and thus 
bring diftrefs upon them before they, could, fefidv j* 
That' he had certain intelligence, $ that -Madajee ”$cin;- 
dia,-)iand.- his colleague, Tuckajec Holkar, -and Roga^ 
naut-row, have -left the capital, and arrived at Barham- 
pdre, :with a defign to invade the Nabob of Oude’s doi 
minionV:; That therefore, whether the Board chufe -to 
. credit the report or not, they ought to be guarded 
againft it, and even, to prevent it.. 

•- \ - ; 

■y: That, for tbefe reafons , he ' was againd .Mr; Francis’s 
-.drafts • be'caufe, in cafe. of war,, it , will; bind our hands, 
..while the Marrattas are free,- and will-. -leave the Prefi- 

' •vidency 

. .. . : * Extravagant, ; wild, and- chimerical. ; .'l' 

~ l:j- Itjproved 10, be jfalfe intelligence,, if there:. ever was any.fuch. 

•. Hut it .was calculated to intimidate the .Council into 'an acqiiiefceiice 
"-with his hoftile views. “ « 
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dency of; Bombay : incumbered and ; opjYrcfied . with the.' 
weight of: ‘that: force, ' on Which' we depend'! or. furcefs. 
He fai 6, ih That be> never iovddfujfer the. o’.jcft.to be 
t .lojl,fcr which' the detachment , ; now cofnmiindtd by Co - 

* lone! Goddard, was fr.fi Appointed. That ir.was ndt 7.» 

* ajjtft the defigns of the P reft dency of Bombay in their r.v'- 
*, ctttion, .bui 'ib fieppori them in the confeqttiiichs ’of' it, 
*. though the detachment was for a while diverted from: its 

* defoliation, on the fitppoftisn, that the dcfgns .of that 

* ..Prc/idehcy had cither wholly failed, or were r'elii. uplifted. 

‘ Yet tt has ftnee reverted to it, and is now predfeiy in the. 

* foliation, in which -it was originally meant to place it: 
4 I .will not fay, what would 'have been the fate of Bom- 
c bay, had not Colonel Goddard mofo feafonhbly arrived for 
Tit s relief d . 

i p , * ", * 1* "| . 

'..•-.-Perhaps human confidence has ndt produced another 
more daring infiance, .to impofe on the underfta'nding 
bfimen, by dint of mere fophifiry and bold affertions; 
than what is contained in the laft recital. The.anfwer, 
regafding the fafety, of Bombay was Ample. Bombay 
would continue as it is. Colonel Goddard’s detachment 
was on the bank's of the Narbudda, long after the, de- 
feat '.of. the Bombay army. He continued for. feme 
time,', after he 1 had heard the event, to negotiate . with 
IVXoodajee Boofla. Had'thc Marrattas had hofiile inten- 
tions, equal to . the repeared provocations wliich'lhsjjr 
.received, they had it in their power, eafily andefifee- 
■ tually, to have cut'him' off, or force his army to fur- 
render, prilbners at diferetion, either by the fwordbr by 
.famine. . And’ it is no lefs a truth, that' a detachment 
of Sepoys at. Surat, could yield no immediate fuccours 
.or.Yelief to Bombay, if it had been'atcacked. 

The Governor then proceeded to decide ' tip'6n the 
qneftions which were before the Board,', upon; tl-.e 

, • • the 
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the two drafts of a letter £6 the Prefidency of Bombay, 
which he predetermined thus, viz.'' ; 

j- 

« He agreed to the : ift, 2d,. 4th^. *6thp ioth, 
nth, 13th, ,14th, and- 15th paragraphs. , 

“ He agreed to the 3d and £th, with tne amend- 
ments; propofed by Sir.Eyre Cpote. 

f. 1 ,'j f.-.'J’f'i ’-f ,,!> . •, •.!(/;•;' ' 

. He «;/// -depart from. ,the opinions;; which. lie 
expreffed in the 7th and 8th. '* '' * 


fill./ ..0^*0 *•'/» 


;!orf.‘ tHe : thinks the 12th a paragraph or no cpniequence,- 
ondjmay ibe omitted.,,; 


It was refolved by Mr. Haftings, Mr. Bafwelj, and 
■SirjEyre Coote’s ; votes, , . aga;nft;,thofe . of Mr. Francis 
and)Mr. rWheler, in , favour of. the .Governor’s ., draft. 
A-letter.^yas, accordingly, ordered to. be ,crigr ( offcd| 
and (that it. be referred to Mr. Horfleyfwho was.clelc- 
; gated up.onrthe prefent occafion to. reprefent.the Prefi- 
•dencyxof ; Bombay) before , it is, tranfmitted. ’’ 
Horfley. defired, leave to take the letter .with, him,. as the 
length of it, and the variety of fubjedt it , treated,, nc- 
ceffarily .rendered him cautious of, offering any,: thing 
fuddenly.'.for the confideration of the Board;,., anil the 
more id; .“.as there are fever al parts of.it, -which >he 
“fears, will -appear to hit, t more detrimental to the .public 

fervice,. thelongerhe conjidtrs thcm'\. .... 

At a confutation held the 1 4th. of ; June,, at which 
the.Board was complete. The aipended draft of. the 
letter to Bombay was read, and after a . difient the iqucf- 
tion was put, and carried for the Governor’s amended 
draft as follows : 


Wafrch 



- . , ( 
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' Warren Mailings, 
Richard Harwell, 
•F Iiyrc Cootc, 

Philip Francis, 
Hdward Wilder, 



V 


Difapproved. 


And immediately Mr. Francis and Mr. Whelcr en- 
tered their protefts, and Mr. Francis delivered the fol- 
lowing minute to be recorded. 


*« I diflent from, and protefl againft thc-preceding 
f* letter, for the following reafons, in addition to thole 
41 on which 1 oppofed the mcafures now adopted, at 
the time they were debated.” 

' ift. 44 Bccaufc I dcem it unbecoming the dignity of 
44 the Governor-general and Council, and a mod un- 
“ merited demonflration of tendernefs and partiality "to 
44 the majority of thcSeledt Committee of Bombay, 
44 with fuch evidences of their mifeondudV as-W.c 
44 have before us, to pafs by the whole of their 
44 late proceedings, without the fmalleft exprcflion : of 
: “ difapprobation or concern, as if nothing were in 
qucilion, but fome. common and trifling occurrence, 
by which, neither the interefts of the Company, ! nor 
44 the credit of our arms, had been cflentially wound- 
44 ed. When the feparatc opinions of the members of 
44 this Board fhall appear before our fuperiors, 1 doubt 
44 not, they will think it an extraordinary circumftance, 
“ that no pare of the fpirit which breathes through 
W t hole opinions, fliould be preferved in the Colledbitfe 
4t - Aft of Council.” 

2 ; * ;i Be- 

J 

• Let, this name tc> the letter in queition be compared with the 
. articulated ftur.ds, which arc fuppofed to have emitted from his. 
mouth, on the 24th of May, ana draw an inference. 

Hunanum cjl errart — is a tender apology. 


{ M4- -) 

•2, * Becaufe, con fidering. .the claim of Colonel E- , 

Cgerton and Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn to be tried 
4 by a Court Martial, as a claim of right , I think we 
*■ fhould' not have confined our interpofition on this 
4 point to a cold and languid recommendation of'fucb trial , 

' 6 but faould havetnjifted on its being gran ted \ in terms that 
4 ? could admit of no evafion ; , much lefs Jloptild we, have 
‘ 4 weakened even that ricommendalion by referring to an al~ 

' 4 ' tentative , - of which the 'Selebi Committee may now avail 
4 themjelves , under eclair of our authority. — This, I con- 
4 ffivej' is no tjme to remind them that they have o- 
" 4 ther powers veiled in them j .that they are at .liberty 
' 4 rd wave all tri&l, if they think proper, 'and to punifh 
•* rhe pat ties, by an immediate and diredt adt of power.’ 

V * , 

3, 4 J3ecaufe,.2dmitting it to be true, that Meflieurs 
4 Egfrtcn and Cockburn, 'confenced,' aC-firfty to rclin- 
" 4 quifiv their claim toa-public trial, and that they had 
ho right' to retiadl fuch confen r,-once given, ftiJJ, I 
■’« think w 4 fhould not have palftd over- in filence. the ■ 
' 4 unwarrantable adls and declarations of the Prefidenr, 

4 by which "it was extorted from them. They who 
4 think h aft favourably of the condudl of thefc gcntle- 

* men, fliouid confider how far, the precedent may be 
■ 4 Extended,' and what 'ftcurity it leaves to the milirary 

4 ft 1 vice in general, againft the arbitrary adtsof a par- 
4 ry, occafionally prevailing in the Council.’ . 

‘4. 4 Becntrft the feveral plans of alliance or co-op e- 

4 rations propoftd to be executed with the Guiaca- 
4 wars, or with Madajee Scindia, or with Moodajcc 
4 Bot.fia, mull be t>{fered.and ncgociatcd, after v/c our- 
felves are acltully committed, by a declaration, and 
4 engaged in (he profciution of it. In fuchcircumllanccs, 

* J conceive-, we flwll treat with all, or any of the 
4 above-mentioned Chiefs for their afliftance, under 

* gre«c difad vantages. “When once they fee us engaged 
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* in ,i war; which at all events we mufi carry oh, they 
1 will either ftand aloof, until they fee the fuccefs of out 

* operations, or fell us their afiilbancc on terms which 

* we fiiould not yield to in any other fituation. 

5. f Bccaufe no confidcration whatever is given to 
4 the cafe of the two gentlemen who remain as hoftages* 

* in the hands of the Marrattas, and whofc lives may 

* be hazarded by an abrupt declaration of war. 

6 . 4 Bccaufe, rxelufive of all oilier reafons already 

* urged, ngainlb our precipitating the Company into a 
4 war with the Marrattas, if that extremity can be a- 

* voided, by any honourable means, I deem it inconfif- 
4 tent with the principles of Colonel Goddard’s inftruc- 
4 lions of 5th April, in which the re-cftablifhment of 

* peace is proftfTed to be an objefb, to fend himorders,-' 

* which leave no room for accommodation, and which 

* ought to have accompanied the inftrudbions, if the 
4 Beard had been original!)' determined not to wait for che 
4 refult of his negotiations, nor even for an anfwer to 
4 our letter. I deem it ufelefs, even in view to a pro* 

4 ftcution of the war, fince, in all probability, the ad-* 

* vices we expefb from Colonel Goddard may arrive in 

* 15 or 20 days, and though a ruptuie in that interval 

* may be forwarded, and all means of reconciliation 
4 precluded, in confequence of the prelent order?, our 
4 troops cannot take the field before September. No 
4 pofiible advantages can therefore be taken in conle 4 
4 quer.ee of this precipitation ; unlefs it be thought an. 
4 advantage to denounce war, before we are able to act, 

4 and to give the enemy the earlieft notice of our intend 
4 tion to invade their country, as foon as the 1’eafon 
4 will permit.’ 

Laftly. 1 1 am unable to reconcile it with the Opinion 

* of every member of the Board, except the Governor - 

T . 4 general , 
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'-.general, of Mr; Wheler's-fentiments and mine, I pre- 
sume no. doubt, can be formed.- Mr. Barv/eil fays, 
c ;i& thinks vs: jhottli ’wait for thz ejjtl 1 of Colonel Goddard* s 
negotiation for pace. But* if we now decide the main 
* quefiion of peace or war, the information which Mr. 

Barwel! thinks : we ought 'to wait for, can be of no 
*■ ufe to us.’ 


- -‘ The. Commander in Ch.iefj- in whole fentiments X 
‘ :hsve entirely concurred, declares it to be hVopinion, 
'*• that' we fabuld- not feek to rtiievf a 'war, but negotiate with 
*. the various Marr.at la interefis an- honourable peace. . That 
'-.Colonel Goddard? s detachment , corfiderir.g the fiat e it is now 
'-.in, together with, the Bombay troops , are not equal to in - 
*- fare fuccefs in a cciitcfi with the united Marratta power. 
\ Yet it is' with this force, and with this force alone, 

* that under the prefent orders we are to commence a 
■* war, which will afibredlr unite the whole power of the 
« 'Marrattas .againft us. Ko meafures previous to:ade- 

* claracion of war^ are taken to divide them, no ajjiance 
•« formed, r.o general plan of operations propcfed. In 
•s'slbort every thing that belongs to deliberation; and 

which ought to prepare, and lead to decision, is left 
-« to-foilow it. But if inxhe outlet of rheccntdt, and 


*. before any meafures can be taken to fvpport or to- 
* 'operate with Colonel Goddard, the army under his 
command fooulti be defeated ; end if the ccrfecueitces 
f if the defeat fi.culd endanger the whole of the Comp rays 
ptfjejficns, as the Commander in Chief very jufily thinks they 



’ prefent point cj 
* be derived , and .to be carried into execution by a force 
« which the Commander in Chief thinks is r.ot cruel to infers 


* fuccefs. The terms on which we ere to engage in this war 
<* 'ere very unequal, when the uirnofi we can expect from a 


-« vice cry, is feme ccetffon of territory or. the Mctabar cocfi, 

t end 
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* and when acjefeat, 'may-cndangtr^je'^httli tf'ihe \ Cm -? 
y : pany\s‘pojfcjpiomd ., ~v;o^' no •■••.•.. i :’l 

. AO V '■.<%.• v..'.: ■ 'w' ' 

_ ■ j. ' T h ef 1 e tte r .hav i n g ;b c e n referred to Mr;- Horfleyy- that 


gentleman, .■though; a junior, fervarit, yet.adingas the : 
.reprelentative,. by delegation', of the Presidency of (Bom-: 
bay,- did equal Juttice to his truth, and to. clear, abilities; 1 ' 
in reprefentipg to' the Supreme Board the plain impro-f 
p.rieties and illegalities contained in the, letters- of jinftruc- ; 
tion's. &C; to jhe Prefidency of Bombay; ' The papers 
will Tpeak more forcibly and' honourably for.itfelf, than} 
by v abffra6ting.its • fubftance,.. which, .will . be -found, owt 
the Company’s records' in the I ndia - Houfe.; > • j 




“‘ By a letter from Colonel. Goddard,, dated at Surat,.': 
tKe/z’dth .'Odober, : 1 7 79, lie informed,'* -that/ the- Paifh-' - 
wa’s minifter had in plain and' dired terms declared to t 
hjmj r in the name of his matter, , that .he would norac-'t 
cede to the, propofals made by Colonel Goddard j, or cpri- ; 
elude .peace with the Engliftvunlefs Roganaut-fow.^wHod 
liad eTcaped).was delivered up to; him, and Salfettefur-' 
rendered to.the'Marratta government.' That. in confe- a 
q lienee. of this .declaration Colonel Goddard- had broke-* 
bff the ne’gOciation, and prepared for war.;; ThetBom- ' 
bay 'Seied.' -Committe,.' by their letter of 3 ift Odo.beiy. 
informedtheBoard that' they bad ftro'ngly- recommend-', 
ed, to : Colonel Goddard} not to precipitate .tnattersyy.but^ 
to. endeavour • to gain time, and -to defer-any. declaration- 
until' they were in' a better condition for an;a£Hve T war.' * 


V As was;^redided, -the w-hole. Marratta race,Uncluding‘> 
the Rajah' : of: Berkr} .and- the Guiacawar Chief, together' 
with’.Hyder Alii CaWn, -'and it is credibly fufpeded. the ' 
Spub^h-pf the DecCan, and Nudjiff Cawn,\ihad' ; entered*^ 
inVo a'cldfe; coni bi nation} -and confederacy? to 'reduce. the ' 
Britim, empire, in India’, - and that thev ate .carrying on’' 

T -"'avvery- 


( uSt). 

4 'y€tf r &'tp ( 2n3 ^ar.gerou5- correfpon'dcnce -v/iiir-the 
Frerieivlfiand of Mauritius; 1 


; ; 1780,- J ahtiary,' ) Some ci me in July, 1779,' nia: 
jority in council refolved again ft: ih*- moft'poiurcd efforts 
to difTuade, on the parts of -Mr. Francis apd Mr! W he- 
ler, -tofend another detachment, to confifl of 2,500 ef- 
fectives, under the command of Captain Popham, -aernfs 
the continent, to reinforce Colonel Goddard’s army at 
Surat y and that the detachment be draughted from the 
Sepoy 'battalions up the couritry. 'I he latter end of Au> 
gtiH:,: daptain Popham took leave, and received hi*; laft 
d ifparchcs, particularly an order on the Htfnknt at 
Oude fo‘r '278,832 current rupees, in part of the fub- 
fifter.ce and contingencies of the expedition. The uni- 
•Vcrfal opinion throughout Windoftan prognosticated, 
that it v.-as a dircfl ficrifice of fo weak a body of troops, 
•pot having the mpfl diftant profpedt of fimilar fiiccefs- 
ful cafualties, to favour their efcape and pafiage, as the 
•firfl det?chrrcnt .hsd t confiding of three times the num- 
ber 6 f experienced troops, connected battalions, and the 
dompleatcfl train of artillery in Afu under the command 
'of Major Bailie, who has long been ronfidered as the 
"sbleft: artillery officer in the fervice. It war confidently 
'ajh'dgcd, that the very o/Ticers, v*. ho are fcldom back- 
ward to po upon enterprising fervice, did not fijew any 
esgernclsro go upon this; rmd the deleft ion of many, 
and aim oft a total H-fuJ.tl of the rank and fih*, to coils 


the Jumna, yielded too convincing 3 proof of the fenfe 
the naitv«- had entertained of the improbability of fuc- 
otethng This nvow •d'diCSVcbon prevented the ir.srch 
■ of the detachment, until a laughable, prepofterbus trcr.ty 
' with the pc »dr reduced Kara, of tire hdiy country of 
* Go’iud, was 1 folcrnnized in' January or February, ijZo y 
- and the imprccbbiHiy of the rxp'd tinn being then ac- 
Kno-.vledged ; to fave app-atar.c**:. Captain i*«»j ham’s 
. detachment were ordered to y,<in the vifit-nary veterans 


o; 
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of- -our. great-, ^nd^powerful/^ew.y^llyi r to c re,duce .-.the. 
fprtreis of Gocaliar,' belongirtgVto r.th&j Marrattas, ,‘iiv 
tiie neighbourhood of Gohud. * The hiftory of this/ 
famous: treaty; and T the -embaffy of i ftate,.-fent / tp 7 wit- 1 . 
n.efs the pxecutio n of. ;a Jpaper, r haying , had . a). ready -all 
the .folernnjty, and authenticity ufual. and effential in- 
India;', is of fa piece-w.kh.many- others, land wbrthy of . 
perulai.f ... 

n a moral /ruth, that fuccefs ; againft the-Marratta 
Chief. Futta. Sing Guiacawar, the J aghire-darof;Guzze 7 
%iac, does not immediately affeft. or .injure i.the, Regeneyv 
of Pcionah i nor will it . ever be in /he- power pf Golpnel 
Gocdard to attack them in their, own country, ..pr jo 
bring , them , to a .pitch.- or decifive battle in the .field. 
They. w ill ; pay no, regard to : any ; treaty or,. capitulation, 
with Futta Sing, who, .as a tenant for. life, or-in-aftual 
poffefiion .to/his.own foie ufe, has. no right:of.alienatipn.. 
;They have a’wayslhewn an averfion to the paymerit j>f 
money by treaty, -as much asthey have plainly difcovered 
:& felicitous inclination to preferve-an uninterrupted har- 
,mqny;.and :alliance with the.Englifh. The ; trade cpf. 
-Guzze'rat is .of -more importance to the ,En glifh trade, to 
'{Bengal =ar.d China, - than any .-revenue .that - earn arife; 
-from the: territorial poffeffion thereof, under an EngUfli 
■iyftem.of .government. It would -therefore havebbeen 
./more advantageous to .the Eafi: India Gornpany, 7 -and 
. the Britifli. nation, . to-have fubmitted.to' a feepnd total 
•defeatV as the means of any tolerable -accommojiattpn, 
-rhamto continue, a war, the exp.ence of which is/altoge- 
*! th e r. i n fu ppo rtable.by . th e Company’s funds;- and. which, 
v can :hav.e .no. other tendency, than to exafperate the Mar-- 
i : rattas, ;and to. excite- additional jealoufy,. dread,-;; and 
fvcbrnbinatioiis: in; all- the other native. powers. b If; the 

-- b.war 
.'.a b 

/*‘ -The''in5futes are' , publilhcd in a "late paiaphlet,'- cdHtainiog ab- 
grafts of minutes on Contrafts," &c. in 1779. ’ ' - 
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w£r has held out to th'c year 1781, it riiuft inevitably’ 
HaVccofli'the Company above three millions of pounds 
iferling. 


' ' The 'fidelity'. of the Company’s native troops hath 
bttn'prelcrved, and their military fuccc'fll-s have afifen 
folbly from a pun'ftualuy which no other power in In- 
dia was able to obferve in tht payment of military* efta- 
blifhment?, and from the regular difeipiine which, in 
cbnfequence of that-ptmctuality, Britiflf officers v/ere en- 
; abled tb maintain in thcVrn.ier.' f the Company are rch- 
■'deWid tncapablii 6f|>iirfuing the fame line of exactitude, 
mtttiny and citlcrrion however dangerous, will havclefs 
fatal tonfcqu'cnWs, than the occafion which it will fur-' 
nifti fo th'crr' avOwbd^enbmics, of augmenting their ar- 
'rnicswitli veteran ‘tWopsy fdgularly formed and difei- 
plihed ; by the C oriipahV thcmfelves. Such a fpirit dif- 

• c. • 


ctfitered itfelf in 1,770^ upon feveral :octafions, even in 
tionedi 


brigade ftarionetfih and near Fort’ William, and it 
tig came 'remark ably 1 feridus in General* Goddard’s army r 
aVBatoacH. The Company’s allies (if that appellation' 
cati befaidto belong tqthe ftate of dependence in which : 
they are* lieidy are' reduced to a first t&of mifery and dif- 
trefi, ahd by mere oppVefiion rendered not only difaf- 
f&icd; but both'uitable aKd'unwillin'g to pay their fubfi- 
diaiy engagemen'ts. ' The Company’s own* provinces are* 
depopulated, the Zemindars utterly unaBle’to difeharge’ 
tlfd'hekyy lqad of arrears' which' is fuiperided over them ; 
their tr^afures at each Presidency are empty*, their cre T 
d% faith, : aiid power, are' equally fufpeftedv their in- 
Vdlhiefibj by lolemn refolutionsj ‘as an aft of necef-‘ 

/Tf • ‘m *' <t|« ai/>a Kn ^11 * i’A*' /*<**lf * tn’ Panrv<l1 . * 



ascertain large deficiency *, their military and civil efia- 
blifhments, in the very midft of thefc dreadful fymp- 
- hf’Vh'iffmftlitifeallv- and’ ma’dlv- 'aanTne'nred- 


tbriiS^ive- b&hi'iiiiTp&litifcally- ah’d-’ ma’dly : augmented, 

‘ without!' 
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without hounds or menliirc ■, the eftimate of probable 
tc\r.wuc< for the year 17S0 hnth been ncknowlcgcd to 
fall grievoufiy fiiort of their abfolute engagements \* and 
they arr involved in a general war with all the inde- 
pendent dates of Hindollan, and in the clifaHedion of 
their dependent allies, who arc all encouraged and ex- 
cited, by afluranccs of fupport from the only European 
powers who arc conditioned to do it with efteft. It is 
much to be dreaded, that the fatal blow is already 
ftruch, which may have hlaftcd the glorious profpodt 
of a vad acccflion cf territory and trade in the Britifh 
empire. 


• Near jco.qocJ., litrlin**, after confutninf* the 
359 , 6 : 0 !. ftc.-iin£, to anfyer thecal!: of any — 



i ztb March, 


**»P r 
l ysJ 1% 
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fTT^HE ungenerous and ; uncandid , attempt by the.;' 
: X. - .parrizans of: the: Governor General* to faddle the 
late iricurfions of Hyder-Alli-Cawn .into the Carnatic,- 
and the difafter to the Madras army, on the Prefidcncy ‘ 
of Fort St. George, u. order to dr?tw the reproach which 
juftly belong to them, from the meafures of the Go- 
vernor General, and the iniquitous Marratta war, into' 
■which he deliberately forced the Company, may bring ' 
«. forth fome more documents, to place the faddle upon 
the right horfe. In the mean time, it is thought pro- 
per to fubjoin to this narrative, an extra# from a mi- 
nute which Mr. Whitehill, the late Prefident of Fore 
St. George, committed upon record in Council, before 
he was fufpended by the Governor General and.Council 
in November 1780, to fhew that the Marratta war alone , 
excited. Hyder-Alli-Cawn to commence hoftilitics a- 
gainft the Company, in confederacy with five Marrat-y 
tas, and the reft of the native powers, and even in al- 
liance with Scha-AUum, and his Vizier NudjifF-Cawn, 
whofe abilities as a General and Politician, are diftin- 
guiflied in Hindoftan. In fpeaking of the Governor 
General and Council, Mr. Whitehill ufes the following 
convidlive language, every word of which being found- 
ed on fadfs, corroborate the predidtions and ccnfurc* 
conveyed in the preceding narrative. 

** Plunged into almoft inextricable difficulties, it is 
M not an unwife ftretch of policy, to fcrccn themfclves 

“if 
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“ if in their power*, and to load others with the op- 
« probium of thofe.a&s, which are now overpowering 
“ with, the pernicious confeqiience of their effedts.” 

• “ Poflfefied of a fiifficiericy; of territory, more even 
“ than we were adequate to the management of, your 
«* Prefidency of Bengal might furely have been content 
“ with paying a ftridt obedience to your orders, .which. 
et have^been uniform and-ftridton that head V but unfor- 
“rtundtely-for your affairs,"- the offerifiveitne of tohdudt 
“ -which they adopted again ft the Marrattas^threW'tHem 
“ into a fcene-of adlion fo extenfive, and fo ; full j of diffi'- 
e *.cuity, that- neither-their. forces, nor their revenues, 
“ were capable of bearing them through with any pof- 
Ability of ;fuccefs. - Had -the experience, of 'formier 
‘♦ times. been ; called- in a little to their aid,' they wbuld 
“ have fcen that Aurengzebe, one of- the moft'formid- 
♦‘ able;monarchs that ever fat upon the throne of Delhi, 
“ was; after a' twenty, years ftruggle with all the power 
“:and riches of Hindoftan, obliged to abandon d fimilar 

♦‘attempt.” 7 - =' : 

. It was mot, .however, in the line alone of- hoffility,' 
.‘♦. that the. Governor General and Council of Bengal,' 
♦‘ loft fight of the national interefts whicfr'Have'beeh’ 
“ entrusted :to. their care;”' 'i jl 5 

‘f They unaccountably forgot them in their riegoci- 
“ ciations and -alliances with the Marratta Chiefs; The 
“ infant '-Paifhwa was firft to-be protected; 'next, ^Ro- 
“ ganaut-row was to be affifted ; again, MooddjeeBoo-. 
“ fla was -'to be fupported in fome diftant pretenfidnsy 
“ and all .to the fame objedt,- the fupreme government 

“jtofvthe Marratta date.” - 

« When a contradidtion of this nature^ppearsiir the 
“ public adts of a great power ; when a more than a 
“ fufpicion ; of the profeffions it may-makeilBecomes 
the ruling complexion of the minds 'of thplef itrisdn- 
♦« gaged with, the fureft prop of political fecurity is 
“ fliaken, and every evil may be juttly expedted as the 
♦‘ confequenqe.” 

U « The 
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“ The - meaiures that have been *purftied In the’ pro- 
“ fecution of- this fatal -Marratta conteft,' may indeed 
“ ;be fuppjoffedltoibe unc o n n edted '-wi th -f he principle v 6f' 
“,this address but the. truth^s/jthejMatfatfa/waf^a’s 
■“ been the jjeal fource ofall. the,, mifch ief ..that hath: be- 
tt<: fal!en;the‘ Carnatic' and of all the injury that* hath 
“ been levelled at me by the Governor, General arid 
Council, of Bengal. .Had peace, exifted in .that quar- 


■ct 


“ ter with the Englifli, Hyder-Alli-Ca'wn wbulid nevei 

^ • llOTfP trpnfnfP^ fVrim kte A'trm • iriAminiWnP *• ' He Ta w! 


have ..Ventured from his own domiriibris. He 
“ however, the extremity ‘to which ’ we. werej- reduced; 
“.(hcorifiderable' part of’ ouf troops, havirig beeiC de- 
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: «« The; 'Goyefribr'’Geiieh&]lv&hd ; Council W' Behgat 
e 'm ayV ! ' iri ! ; fexcul pation bf ' themfelyes^. endeavori^ to 
brand’ "this '.Prefidency * witlr th‘e gpil t,.- qFhayiiigvek* 
“ f cited y the froubles whjch at pfefent'exift in 'the "Car; 
‘f 'riatic,' ‘ by protraft i ng’die reft’itu t ion 1 of .'the • G'ii.nfoor 
*S CircSr, v arid of havirig. .driven' 'the ^Nab.bb; ‘Nizam* 
“'■'All i-.Gawh', to avbw hihifelf ‘ the aclvifer. of the cpn- 
“ feddracy, f • But ' the origin al'caufe' of' klmoft ' the ‘ lofs 
df 'all 'oUr' cbnfequerice in ■ , Hfndoftanj‘'' > w r ill be foiind 
“ to arife.from the rafh-and ruinouf ‘cohdudi that iiiey 
“ themfelvd have held with , refpedt to the Miarrattas, 
In the-South, it has enabled Hydcr to carry fire and 
. .** defolation before him ; and in the North, (as the 
“ vlateft taccoun ts 'inform ' u J s) * ? it hath 1 afforded -a favoti f • 
“ able, oppo r,tu n i ty -to , the Mogul laridf'N'udjiff-Cawh, 
“ to take the, field with a cqnfiderable. armyj decla- 
“ redly with ‘ the 'intent of wreiting from.the' Englilh 
“ the, country .which, they, took from the r Rqbillas, / and 

‘Vthe- dominions of .’Afioph-ul-Dowlaj - the 'Nabob, ? of 

r ‘ • • 



Copy, of : 'a -Letter , from Governor : tins l itNLrb to 
DEWAGUR PUNDIT, : ; Prime Minifter .to the 
Rajah of Berar, dated in Calcutta, .23d November, 
1778- ‘ 

(< in the whole of my conduit I have departed from the 
common line of policy , and have made, advances, when 
others, in my filiation, would hove waited for foiicita- 
tions; as the greaieft advantages to which 1 can look, - 
cannot in their nature equal ihofe to . which the prof- 
perotis ifiue of our meafures, maycnndudt the ftate of. the 
Mali a Rajah’s government, liut 1 know the characters 
to which I addrefs myfelf. I trufi to the approved bravery 
andfpirU of your Chief,, that be will ardently catch at the 
objelis prefenied to his ambition, and to your wildomj.of 
which, if fame reports truly, no. minifter, ever 
pofleffed a larger portion, that you will viewaheir im- 
portance in too.; clear a light to hazard the lols of them, 
by attempting to } take an advantage of the deft re which. I 
have, exprejfed for their accompiijbment. . ifbis intimation 
ii net Jo much intended for a caution to you,- as for an ex- 
planation of my conduit, to thofe who may be left able ■ lo'pe- 
fictfi ate into the grounds of it” 

Ar No. II. 

Copy of a detter from MOQDAGEE-BOOSLA to- 
Governor HASTINGS, dated the 5th December, 
17.78, arid received' the zd January, 1779,. .. 

<c Your friendly letter of . the 19th Ramzam,. (1 ith 
O&ober) informing me of your havingreceived ad- 
vice of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to Naig- 
pore ; your concern at that event, and at the unavoid- 

a able 
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.able ; fufpe n fi o n s".of rthe' negotiations which that - gentle- 
mahi.was ;to Have conduced Lwkh . me" on the .part of 
youngovernmenr, and ;tfie*delay -in the^eflablifhment 
ofvaTifrictand perpetual ifriendfbip ; between the' Gblii> 
panys? iftat'e-and mine :(concerningwhich:you had ex- 
krred'.yourfeif fo .warmly)* by Veafori. that r ;rhe pre lent 
ikuatibnbf.' affairs 'would not admit of ’the rdelay which 
muft attend; the depuration of; another perfon . from 
khence without injuring the.defigns in hand bur that 
inr your coh'viction'of my ■ favorable : difpofkion,: from 
-the. .knowledge that; my interefts and the Company^ 1 
/are infeparably*- connected!, --and in the zcal.bf Bcneram 
iPunditj'. whom; during the long period he refided-Witli 
.you -found fo defcrviirtg of your confidence, : &c T 
&c.‘-8 zct Timr'dtf the plan prbpofed , and what you have 
written, is. to '-promote our- common - advantage, ' not 
-for -the .intereft . of one p\rty- : cn!y, being Convinced 
that no public alliance or private fricndjbip, can be 
•firmly, eltablrfhcd without reciprocal advantages. That 
it is. o'mthefd pri nciples you -bad io'/g ago planned an alii - 
ancc iSvL’b m \ ithe -time -for the accohiplilhment ■ of 
which is no-jo -come : * for you conceive it to be . equ ally 
for. my. intereft as for ybUrs j bur countries bordering 
ion-each other, .and our natural-enemies being the fame, 
That in a- word, you required nothing but the jtinc- 
tion of my. forces with yours, by whicn/tbough each is 
fingly very powerful, they will acquirc a ten- fold pro- 
portionof ftrength. Thai the delay nf theprogvefs in the de- 
tachment intended for Bcnlhay^ bird, riot arij'tn from the appor- 
tion of an -enemy , but from ether caufes improper to punt ton; 
Ipt that it rip ill miv portly arrive in my territories] and- iis 
operation he -determined ly my advice .'. , Thai yen have given 
dii elf ions to Cchncl Lefiit , .to co-operate verb the forces 
Kvhieb :I (ball unite KVtib his : That as you offer me* the 
forces of. your Circar to promote my views, you in re- 
turn require the aflillance of mine, to elfcffc your pur- 
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poles*, with other particulars which I folly undcrfland, 
reached me on the 26th Shawnnd (t 6th November! af- 
forded.!!*.? great- plcafure. 1 alfo received duplicate 

and triplicate of this letter ; in the latter part of it you 
exprefs that as you have made me acquainted with 
your views, it is neerfiary that I alfo communicate to. 
volt, without rrferve, the tnris which I look to for my 

advantage in this ur.i< n. That the good faith of 

the Englilh to every engagement they contract, fo long 
as it is'ohfcivcd by othcis,* is unit crfally known ; and 
that it has been the invariable title of • your rondtift, to. 
fupport ihis character in all acts depending bn you, and 
nevir to relinquifh any dcftgn of importance formed op 
good and judicious grounds ; bur to perfevere deadily 
io its completion. Thai having thus explained fo'.i'ic yotir 
lent intents a mi zincs, ytuzeeit only to kitciv wine; and on 
the knczcl.dgc cf tie ft yen fall f-tni year ultimate .re- 
Jo!:: tic;:. • ' . ’ " ", ; . V '• 

It i' equally a maxim of finccre fricndflilp and good; 
govern i.etit, tlcadincfs, magnanimity, arid ‘ forefight, 
:hnt a plan formed orr good end judicious grounds, 
Ihould be cond.ufh.d in luch a manner, as to end hap- 
pily : Ton dtftrt to learn my [er.tiir.enis and •vinos, .and 
defacing to firm your ultimate rcfdiitkr.sf 'till yon k'd'jt 
heard further fran me, is the fame thing, as if yen 'had corf 
fult id me primarily on your frfi def.gns. ■ p 

, „ m ■ f 

Since, after the drifted: ferutiny and rcfearches into 
the difpofuions and views of the multitude, ic has 
been determined on proofs of mutual fmcerity arid 
. good faith, that a perpetual friendfhip and union be 
eftablifhed, it will, like the wall of Alexander, for 
the happinefs of mankind, continue unfhiiken until 
the end of time; 
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, ^04i ! ^PJ f !g;<the 5 pi^ures -ipf (the 

always, before, your, eyes, .ana 'from theinhrelefs. fimili r 
“- ^pdejio'd^cbVer^ < of Jtliem .,were,~or*are .worthy..of 
jpe^and. Dofieffcd ^of^good fajtb^ frpm^liJc^stP :.de- 

' fprminp t»«tk 0- A~; /„~A ...U-„.. 



£ kleffi <!£ ,of-.pcac<?j ’ti If forced 
^ ^inquflK .iK-~pr,T he^fupporti ng .ev.efiyv, onp in -'his 

<irV t*i rrli »• «m/) va«r<m/vin>v «-Uz> Vif fn « rU 



fenders, .the ,exercife .. of, r . the. .virtues ,of- : clemency- and 
gencrofuy..by, .pardomng, n and receiving him.-, again iinto, 
fa^or^ and reftoring -lii m - 4 to -his , poiTeffion ^rrr}hejiotfuf r 
J^ring thfi, intoxication of ‘power to -reduce youj* to ahbycacb 
ifffaitfc 'and the- giyingfupport to each ilhffnous houfedn 
pfopor ( iion‘\to ,its j refpcRtve merits ■ y-j-r iAhdujn, matters 
^hijcn required a Jong courfe/of years c tp bringrto p.efr 
fe<9tipnj 3 ’ the^ forming;, your-, condudfe, on mature^ deji? 
Beration,; and* the ad vice ojF-cheXompa.ny , apd n Gpurtr 
cilj’ are the fure means of . exalting your greatnefs and 
. profpprity to the high eft., pitch.- — — The jntentiontof.all 


lt ; is not .every, one wno is equal to tne.taiK oij'goYerii- 
ment, on the-plan defigned by .the almightyvruler, and 
oi ; «nfqnng-his {lability, .by ,awife,and ; juft condif^.-rr- 
Hfnd-^and JDeciln poflefs^ at-prefent,-. yer.y few ,en light- 

i fc ^ niAfllf iirnArdn't*. fTiPn*^ 
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fefs all the virtues above ' recited, who fco'niirig Frajii 
diftant iflarids by a fix', month’s voyage on the great 
oceans by their magnanimity ,ahd fortitude^ gained the 
admiration of: many Soubahs on this con tinent//Itis 
cafy to acquire a kingdom'; but to become a 1 King.pycr 
Kings* and Chief of Chiefs,' is a very difficult' matter. 
■ — — The attainment "of this is only .to . be effe&cd, by 
the means of friend fliip, by Which the bniverfe may. be 
fubjcCttid. My conduct is framed on thefe principles. 
— — - The refidencc of Beheram Pundit at Calcutta, 

• was folely to eflfcfl the eftablifliment of the moll inti- 
mate friendship, and by ; the • blcffing of Gfod . .iejias 
taken fuch deep root that, through ybur meahs, ‘ it'h'as 
reached the cars of the Company and King of Eng- 
land ; and our- connection and ' correlpondence carfied 
on under the veil of the vicinity of our dominions, lihs 
■been difcovcrcd by the Poonah Minifteta, and by. t jit 
'Nabob Nizum-ul-Dowla ; yet,, though thejr -form 
various conjectures and doubts, and have fent a t'rufty 
Vakeel, and written repeated letters, to' endeavour ;£d 
find out the motives of our union, yet. they :TenYaih i: p 
rtiyftcry ; as I make the plea of oiir ancient ti£s^ahd 
the junCtion of our territories; • • ■ r,t>!J “ rr " 






I was impatiently cxpeCling the arrival of ’Mr. 1 'Eiilojri 
who being endbwedwith ah enlightened underfiaridinj^ 
and in vefted with full powers from you ' tb cdhd’uCt the 
negotiations, and determine on 'the meafures tobepur- 
fued, would have cftablilhed ' the ties of. a perpetual 
friendfhip/ itnd : have fettled every matter on the firmeft 
bafis. Tt pleafed Gbd that he fhould die on the jout- 
ney, and’ the' grief 1 felt at his unfortunate who’, 
would ' have been- the means of- fettling air'pbihtf’ be^ 
tween >usy' to our mutual content/ arid 'by his J ffegbcia* 
tion i with’ me, giving . fatisfaCtiori ' to the Paifliwa WriTd.' 
Nabob -Nizam ul-Do\vlaj all w.h’ich ha've be&F'by^h'is 

a 3 death 
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death thrown back ni&ny months; my grief W. not to be 
detcfilpe^fjaad/bniyie'cyes to .add • to your iifflidiion. I 
hay^ ribt yet; recovered ih'eihock wbkh'itKe. event gave 
irSej as you! will learn mord failyirotn.Bcnerkhv&unf 
dit. There is no remedy for f6ch.m\sfortunes,f rid it 
Is’-’in Vafri to ilrive againft the decrees of..pro'yidence:; 
hadi Mr. . Elliot arrived, fitch fifo1t.es of policy. would have 
hem .employed^ that. -the Potmh , Minifters.wciild have ad- 
hered more fcrupulovfly than before to their. engagements ; 
4 nd the French, . who [are the natural enemies of tbeEngliJbj 
vooffid faye' ’ been thiirs'JikcwTje-,. ,and r their ftifpicions from 
afpfebenjibns'tf to Raganaut-Jicw, which 

neverfjadjfnor.is deftgiied'by the Englijh Chiefs, as. I kern 
fromfReherizra,' ‘who bad .it'. from ycuf awn .mouthy and 
which fas caufed them great . uneafinefs -, . would have , been 
entirely removed by. ■ Mfi : Elliot and ray joint fecurity . 

. / - * *#. .*■« •• . , . . «, . ■* . * ■/*' 

• ^fjfabdyNizdra td-Dbwia , who : wrote you repeat-, 
'edly obthiifubjef,and received for aiifwer, that you had 
ho 1 idea .of. aiding of fupporting. RaganautrRow , .that your 
enmity was folely pointed againft the. French, ,and. chat . 
whoever affifted the.French were your enemies, .would 
likbwife by' thefe means have been thoroughly fadsfied, 
'ahd'jburdrtachment would have reached Bombay, with- 
out. /meeting" the fmalleft interruption; 'and. had ,tbe 
P donah Minifters then afted a contrary part, ; Xdhould 
have wTthdratvn my fdf from their friendfHip.. But by the 
death of Mr.. Elliot, 'all thefe defigas* have, fallen to 
the ground, and muft. be fufpended s till7another op- 
portunity, and the knowledge of . your Tentiments. - ft . 

■ is a proverb, that whatever ; is deliberately, done, is. well 
ionef ' Ih reply To what you .write . reflecting- jour 
framing' ' ydur . ultimate ..refolutions, J have conjrnunk . 
cared. io."Benerarri' Pundit whatever I judge , proper and 
eiigible^ and'which may promote them in. fuch a,jnan~ . 
her "as may not be- fu5je& to any- change ifom ; -t)?e. 
viciffi- 
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vUifiitudcs of fortune; fot* thofe points which. I :(ixcd 
on, After minute deliberation, ns the moll eligible that 
can be adopted, 1 refer you to' the letters of Bcncram 
l\uulit. if, notwithdanding, you have any plan , to 
. propnil*. for the reciprocal benefit of our Hates, be 
pleated to communicate to me. • 

j PtjVfripT, 

To vonr letter, rcfpr&ing. fending an army to overawe 
the French, and to reinforce the Government of Bom- 
bay. and Jetting forth that the Poona Minillcrs having 
broken the treaty with the fcnglifh, arid in oppoGcioii 
to the rights of friendfltip received an Envoy of the 
French King, and granted the port cf Choul to. that 
nation, theteby enabling them, to form an rirfcnal, and 
collect milinry ftorcs, and of their- having .written 
to their officers, to permit the French (hips to entertheir 
ports, and that it being therefore incumbent on you. 
to fake meifnresto counteract j their defigns,, you had 
determined to .fend a llrong detachment /or the rein- 
forcement , of Bombay, by the route of Berar; and 
Ojnt in confidnarion of our ancient friendfhip, <and the 
vicinity of our dominions, you requeued that on its 
arrival, in my neighbourhood, f would caufeic to. be 
inft/u&edjti the route, and providing' it with provifions 
and neccfiarics, have. ; it conduced in Jafety through 
my territories, find join a body of my forces: with it, 
which would .inert-ale and cement bur friendfhip; and 
tjiat you -have,,. at the a flu ranee of Beneram,. fixed'on 
this route for its. march in, preference to any other. - •— -i 
Ijn ; reply to.ithis letter, riftuated by its dittates of the 
fmcrrell fricnclfhip, I waited not to take the. advice of 
any one, .but without hefitation wrote you. — -—That 
where a fmcerfc friendfhip Cxifled, the paflTage of troops 
through nsy. country was a matter of no 'moment, 

chat 
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that; /they fhoilld nproceeH 'ini mediately.*, through r: my 
country.--- — X HkewifclinformediGolonfeE'Lcflie of .the 
difficulties, and- dangers he would, meetwith’:i»t he wajy 
from dangerous :• mountains,': extenfive.ri vers, ? 1 &c. ; 
And alfo;.di(patched Lalla:Jadda: Roy, -wiiH' a Chief 
of note, to the banks of. the’ Narbuddaj to fupply . thei 
detachment .-.with provifions, • as long as they., were in 
my.,, territory, and to treat* them with ill. the. duties, of; 
hofpitaluy ; where he waited . in expectation of their, 
arrival ‘forffix months to ; no ’purpofe.H ’They loitered: 
away [their, tiine. in the^Bundle Cttnd countries^ contrary to- 
every rule .ofpolicy.— — At that time all 'the Pbbnah- 
Miniflers'were -feparately employed in- their own pri-i 
vate- affairs,'! or in .the ^war with- Hyder Naigj. irifomuch'; 
that they had no time to turn their attention : to the’ 
concerns -of: other parts, and the march : to Bombay/ 
might have been effected with the greateff eafe. The- 
time is now paft; < The arrow is fhot, arid cannot., be 
recalled; .: As I have repeatedly written rothe’.Poonah': 
Miniftcrs,. -with whom I keep up acorrefpand.ericeon.‘ 
the: fubjeCl of their encouraging a French Envoy, arid- 
breaking > their faith -with the Englifh Chiefs,- a&s 
highly, .inconfifterit with honour and policy. The ah*, 
fwer.l have.received from them, I have communicated' 1 
to you,-. ..-The fubflance of -what they fay in their' own 
jollification is. this. That the French Vakeel- came, 
for the purpole of traffic not to negotiate ; yet, fori 
the. -fatisfaClion of the Englifh, they gave him his 
difmiffion,. That, the account of the granc-6f the port'; 
of Chou!,, and an arfenab is entirely without founda* , 
tion; and-, that they, have not the lead indifpofition 
towards, the. Englifh j that I .will therefore write to 
Calcutta,-/. that you may be perfectly fatisfied xelpc Cling 
their; dilpofition.' - 'My letters did -not- ^produce * the! 
cffeCl/of. rliuisfying you on' the' fubjeCl of -the Paifhwa, 
but- your'; doubts Hill- remained. And*- actuated by- 
' ' - ’ wifdom 
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wifdom and .prudence, you determined to fend Mi*,' 
lilliur to me,. arid wrote to me, that on his arrival at- 
Naigpore, after, he had an interview with me* and 
learned. my fentimenrs and view*, he would, in con-- 
juflinn with me, form a plan for onr mutual honour - 
and btnefit, and give directions to Cononcl Leflir in 
eonlcquencc; who would be guided thereby — ^ — The 
cheat cf this gentleman's dcr.;t:a/:c.i it tea well htccvtty 
and Crewe/ Leftie liktzeife, : after eugag S,: S ut he ft Hi ties 
Kith the Pci/bzca's rfp:ers t and Ztnutulan cf tlcfc parts* 
and celt eft in'; large funs cf sacr.ey* died. Colonel God- 
dard fuccccdcd to the command, and purfued the 
famc.lincof condudV, with refpeeb to the Talookdars as 
his prctieccffqr. And arriving at Garawale and Garafur 
in the territory of the Afghans, whither he was obliged - 
to, march with the utmoll caution, being furrounded- 
with a Marratta army, who conilantly feized every 
oppommity to attack him, wrote me from thence, 
that he fhould ihortly reach the Narbudda, where I- . 
would be plcafcd.ro caufc grain and other neceflarits* 
to be prepared, and a party of' my forces to be ready* 

;o juin him. 1 wrote him in anfwcr, that . La lla 

Jada Roy, and Shao Baal Hazaile were waiting on 
t liar fide the Narbudda, which is within my territories, 
and that the gaut where the troops fliould crofs was two 
col's from, hence under Haffingabad; that Janojee Boofla 
forded it with his army at that place, on his expedition 
ro Malaiva, and that I did not doubt it was now forda- 
ble; that he fliould Therefore crofs his. army there, • 
and repair .to. Haffingabad; that Lalla Jada Roy would 
exert his utmoft nfiiduity in fupplying him with grain 
a?}d other provifions, and treat them with every degree 
of hofpitaltty ; . but that, as the road forward was very 
diflictilt and dangerous, and thoufands of the Balha : 
Cartes, were concealed in the holes in the mountains;, 
who though not able ro oppofc him openly* yet 

b would 
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hisjupplief of provifionS-: , and' that, beyond thathe 
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weteS.wamng; -af /i&e. "iFoTr^qf ''‘^Lflqftij^lFof 1 l th^l|i s rsV : i41''jof . 
' the ; , EriglifliT ' on. 'the; banks .‘of’ the'; ^ariges • , v ’i 6,'ood,' 
more f were Sunder -the' command Sof Sagif ut 7 S undialy j‘; 
Scindi all him felf with the dhie.fs 5 in v, fdadihefe*^'foorfii t , / 
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Dowla^ pofleffes a (Hare fyithlmefali ihe'Jaghircjars ^re; 
i n ' Sr ead ih efs wi th powerful 'armies'; 'and '* ahlioug ti,"£h'eS 
fingljfli^S'poiteile'd , . ,’ the ■greatelt ; 'magn'anfthlty ‘ 
bat tie; yet' as fcvery ' ftep they, took; would ’jje^ujt •ijnYo, ' 
the •mouth of dahher.- anci f, ali ; the' above-mentioned 



prd.vifiohs,'"and take every dppoi f unity' of ' attacking: ’ 
Kitn wHeri they faw an advantage; and of harraffing" 
lijm, night and day ; conftantly '* iurfoundiris ''.his’ qrmy ' ' 
with, their numerous forces'; 7 ' the junction' of ..a body -of; 
rny’; forces . with his^ ’ would ‘avail nothing" in, the. 'face.' 
of. fucli ,larg6 armies /'but would only 1 involve me'Jn, 
the greateft lo'fies. : That it' neither' vj.as adyifeable, for; 
liim to return, which would di rri iniflvch'e awe and refpect 
in.w.hich.he was r held : ‘That T would .’therefore write, 
the particulars' explicitly, to Calcutta, "and ’that whatever, 
ydu fhdulcl , think proper to intimate tp.;hi tii and. me 
in! ; reply ? it, would be ddvifeable ' to abide by, ‘andadl% 
accordingly. All , which' timej . l would recommend,, 
that he .continued a t 'H p fli ri gu~r : ~,- -T Hat 1 ! have re cel 
vis'd letters’ from . Calcutta/ . .filled ' with .the. warmeft; 
frieiidfliip .’and'.'corifidehce' to the following^, purport : 
?‘\THat, the detachment ' fhould.'cbriie into my height ' 
bcurhood,' arid bVgtiided in'its; operations b'y.'my.S'ad-^ 
vice.'i’V-that Sit .is incumbent on eyery/.'Chjef jwfio enjoys.' 
the 'confidence* of another, to; give fucif Sadyice'.^s may. 

' be 
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Ibb ,rpo{t , adyantagepps to the party reposing. trutt, ana 
ltioft 'confident: with the^faith' - of , engagamerit^s * : and 
ftrat with fuc^con'idu^the^ Almighty is weJl p leafed. 
Tjiat I .{raid ,'alfo -written, to . the. Poonah Minifters my 
advice . on .the fituatidn of affairs to this purport.' 
“ That Mr/. Elliot was deputed - hither to negociate 
Cf with* me but dying in the- journey, all' the nego- 
*5 ciations intruded tc hirr/wcre fu ip ended : that had he 
'‘.arrived at .Naigpore; .1 had detcrtnihed, from, prin'cij, 
‘‘" ‘pies ’ of" attachment, to have removed -frorir the 
*J: mind's of the Engl i 111 the doubts and appreHenfipns 
**■ ' which- had- arrilen, by reafon . of . the fuppoifed, ; enV 
** cour^gement of the rrench .Envoy at. Poonah,' and 
£ * the ' agreement to . fupport that . nation,", -who, , were' 
. .“' the inveterate enemies of the Enolifti, . which .had 

* , . '* ,<t j k • «l. sx »il »4* • **0 • • * *’,*«**’■ 

“ given rfie to the quarrel between the two dates, by 
“ proving to them under, the fandion of folerrm. oaths/. 
“;jmd becoming myfdf "guarrantee, that all "thofe 
“.;/e.ports . were . groundless, and thatthe. Pooriafr Mi- 
“ ’ niders were' fleady and zealods x in their, engagements 
“ with the Englifii ; and .on feveral accounts' highly 


I * f | ? ‘ ■ D • jt— C w • «* W * * J » |T« “ 

“ .were. refolyfed to maintain their . treaty iinviolatej 
; arid .that their apprehendons related to the French' 
and that when ; I gave the Englilh fatisfactipn,' rela- 
tirig to the, French, and become guarantee,^ all hi5 
“i doubrs would-be removed ; and that iP it was ''r,e- 
jr "cjuifite a .f rein .engagement; mould be : execmed, i; tq 
“- 'which he vvo'U'ld be 'a . guarantee j" that in , brief .each, 
•‘party entertained a realonable doubt.: ,.the/EhguIhy' 
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lbriger remaihed, all caules dr difpleaiufe would 
- ” J df courfe ceafe, and that they could have no obje&ioa 

b 2 to 
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f ‘ to .a detachment ofo:Engli(lijforce5;fcntifbr-thc. rein- 
• . forcement'jof/Bom bay jL and- to ;• overawe the, French, : 
‘‘•/'noti fbrf the fupporcnrofj Rogan aut-Row,/, repairing 
*• thither,; , and to , oppofe '/them,: wouldjin dtrcfi'icafe 
‘‘ have been highly improper//: ! &cr' 

Sccond'PoJlfcript.; 

//Babpq-RoWjijtheF.aifhaw’s' Vakeei/lhas dbftrvediJio 
rfle^m the ; courfe .of cbnverfationy/ that his: mafter;(has 
not ,tIie K ./lighteft idea ;, of » .failing : J n hisl engagements 
with, <the Engl.ifh, .,or.. T of contracting any .t iriendfhip 
with;tIie;Freh.ch, ! but that .the treaty forbids the .march; 
of. Engjiih forces, through-.'the Pailhwa’sdomimonsV 
that ^therefore, the, appearance of the detachment motf. 

. 6n y its, march, ; is. an. infringement of the treaty.. 


: Third Pcftfcrbt 

:.;-Altnpugn ;it may. appear improper to repeat tneaamc. 
thing .over again,; yet the - importance of the fubjebt 
may plead in my excufe. On either part a doubtrfub-; 
fills; The Poonah Minifters fufpeft that the Engliih 
forces on; their -march to Bombay, though: oftenfrbly 
for the ;purpofe of oppofing the French,' are-in reality, 
intended ,for. ! the fupport,of;Rbganaut-Rdw;. . and that 
the Engliih at; Bom bay, -.who were, not included im.theT 
treaty with the Pailhwa, which was concluded through 
the • Government/ of Bengal; with the , advice ; of/the 
Chief .at- Calcutta, ■ are ; defirous of breaking, with ihe; 
pailhwa, ., arid Supporting ‘Roganaut-Row; , aricl that? 
the ..-detachment/ ;had been Sent . at . their /requifitiohr- 
, They. alledge, ;/tiiat the Chief of , Calcutta, ’..writes to/ 
them-,!, that he isfirmly refolved to. adhere to . the treaty 
With the Pailhwa; ' and that thb detachment he has Sent 
■'&j Bombay 'is folely to awe the French, without, the 
‘ : ' ! ‘ " lealf 



lead defigntoafiift Ro'gandut-Row ; • and that' fin'ce it 
is ; forbidden in the treaty' to~difpatch> troops over land, 
the march of the troops is a breach of it. That if it is 
neceflary .to fend itroops to ‘Bombay, to d\ve theFrfenth; 
they ought to be lent- by. fea: 

.The Engliffi on their part’ fufpedt the Poonah Mini- 
fters of joining the French, , in -confequence of having 
teceived-a French Vakeel. As the Paifhwa formerly 
Wrote me, that he’ had no idea of. failing in his engage- 
ments - with the ■Engljflv and that he had : given- rib en- 
couragement. to the French Vakeel, whb came : for' the 
jpurpofe- ibt 'traffic,- .. and that He had difmifled * 'hiiifj 
therefore, requefted that I would fatisfy you in thar re- 
fpedt . ^1, in confequence, formerly wrote you alFthele 
particulars. • As. I have a voucher in ; my hand from the 
Paiffiwa, that he, Has no connexion with .the French^ 
and is fteady to liis engagements .with thfe Engliffi, .1 
am able, by this voucher, to give you complete fatis- 
fadtionon this head; ButT- have no voucher; 1 or ititi- 
matjoh'from you, - by which -I may be able to give fatis- 
fadtion -to him. ■ 

I J . V. «■ 

,t. C ' • ■ i • «» *f . 

HAVhe' pleads a prohibition in the treaty, to the march 
oflforccs over land, and likewife, complains relpefting. 
tHe'money. colledted by Colonel Leflie in his territories'. 
What anfwer can be made thereto ? 

•tlgV.-;.*-' • 

or’. As the time; requires, that a. reconciliation ’take 
place with the Pobnah Ministers, you will cohfider’ancf 
determine what reply lhall be given to thefe two' points 
ofiwhich they, complain, and by what means they- may 
, Be fatisfied, and -communicate- your refolmion 'to .me, 
tliatTomay :;' write ‘ conformable' thereto,- and rembye 
all; doubts. 


AvNo. 
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Jbranqi.s’s fflwttte.on. ihjiftitter'frqm? Moo'dajee-sBoDfltfj 
1 ■ feted, 5 ch; |Dcc ember/:- j 1 7.7:8 J ; a < 1 £. : »p, /jwj i n 


WKpfHpy.fl-if'V 'rTSV-rYAvfp $ f^VibWV; 1 nfftis'r ’j’vst/'W 'r?Uio 


rent, i'UiW ui, uu. ivi l ui moment 10 us now, 10 enquire. 
inra. ; Bi'6 ; /' rridf'afl ^Kara^i^ ;; or reli'g1qus J crced' of' tllis' 

'rn ; iglit Save’ been 1 : prudent ’i'nf J & l s : 
ftftfi a^e- Dcer.*/biifi^Hait ! ' better' acau&iffted' AvicH’^tft^ 
befbfe we tmife'd Him' fo far." from dtHbr parts' of 
letterWe' triay colled information of a more intefejfeti^} 


nature^-'.- If 1 we i really mean the . public' ferv.ice, ;if : we 1 
meari tb- ’ faVe-'Csbft'rtef G'o'd&y td V armVV'.and to pr6vide f; 


s armV, '.and to provide 

ua. -l/ililtl tAdlilllJliJ^ .UIt IrtUO/WlUlUUL V/l 
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iiftehtiy: utobri bbtH.' ’ ’ 

ve'e I": J:?c .i.w-' 
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. I •Jj'/ ;;V> ' 

i-firtMM >*n mpn - ?in 



thought it neceffary to- v/ai t for fbm'e'fu fthef explanation.' 

- ’ - But 


( p. ) 

But now I jirefume .that npt the jjiadoiy of a doubt can 
retiiairt with &ny of us concerning." bis real feptiments 
and rcfolutions. The mod material points of fadtaf- 
certain^d : by v'thej prefent ■ letters,-' ,an.d .by wKich ~ pur 
measures' nVuft'be-'irtijfjediately ; 'direfte^, ! are 

' id: .'That'fo; late ' as the ^th of December, Moidajee 
Sbdfla does not appear to have, had. the jeaftjdea of .the 
extent or nature of the Governpr-^eqerai s yjpvjs Jt in the 
proph fed -alliance, ’‘though we. have,. been informed that 
W^akeel, ..JBeneram Pundid; ; .was,' perfedlly pofTeffed.*. 
of } the projedt of that alliance, from feyeral. conve^fa-i- 
uons jvhich He! has had'.'vyith the povernb^General :in.. 
CaUu&aj! and waTauthorized to corpiptpp\ca;e.thp..f4me'. 
tb Kis matter.,/ 


- 1 HI..', 


That' whatever . degree ,of information ,the‘j 
R^h piigjitppffefs o'n this fu.bjedt, and; admitting hjs.igs 
nbrance j .pf the 'Governor’s plan to .be. merely, affedt-?; 
^' > l ke'.appear? plainly *tb haye h^d no fort of difpofiv; 
tlpjivVca/f/j at the object 's prefented to.bis.ambiiioHi pr„ to ; 
rU nfjthe . rilque; pf. a rupture ei t he r the Pailhwa or the ■, 
$ii am, much 'lt:fs Vith both af-.the , fameinftant,;.for: 
any .offers 'that we! can' , make hi m.’ '• ; Qri, diis. point, .his . 
declarations jare. clear and decided^' 

•' • i • • ■ - 

fo' ■far , ff6nf. fli’ewing'.a .difpofitio.n -.to? join • 
bis .countrymen, lie, fays ; e*prefsly, : ‘‘.that- 
a jtnfe "yundtipn of a bo.dy' of his force's with .Colonefi 
Goddard’s would avail nothing in the. face, of fuclr 


(C 

Cl 


large armies, but would pnly,.inyplv,e himfelf in the 
“//greateft iPue s.’’ ' 

Iwhil?** rr-. :: 

..^Udyvj.T.hat .it"is, his ' opinion, r'foynded. op; reaCofly. 
w# fen , . if he. does not 'deceive us, are'fufRcientlyfolidj';, 
that, the. detachment cannot nroneed rowarclS' Bothbayy ;■ 

without 



■without the grfia'teft difficulty and&anger, nor. return 
without difgrace.' 

5 thly. That fd far from' entering r into ati ofFenlive. 
alliance with us againft ,! the'Pobna governments heih- 
fift§ . on the necefiity , of our coming ,to : an yim mediate 
conciliation with. them', ; arid of our previoufly giving 
them fatisfa&ion for' the march of our army through 
their country; arid for the large fums . collected from, 
their.. dominions, firft by Cdlonerl Liefliei' 'and ‘after- 
wards by Colonel Goddard, *.* who (he fays) has.. pur- ‘ 
“ fued ' the fame line of cpndudt,. with - refpe£t ‘-to the. 
“ Talodkdars, as' his predecefTors ?* -'- : '- -The perufal of 
thefe voluminous letterSj 'Wfil 'fuggeft many 'other inter-! 
efting reflections to our fuperiors. One circumftarice 
in .particular, 1 think deferves. their notice,' notwitfi- 
ftandifig the detachment was for' Tome, months under.- 
the orders of the Prefidency of Bombay,’ whofe delighs 
Vfere' -very explicitly communicated to us, ahd.al though ^ 
’the-' commanding’, officer was intreated to* co-operate, 
with' them in the plan. they had formed for the fupport of 
Ragobaiand riotwithftanding all.’ the meafures. taken-' 
here, profefiedly originated ; from the communications* 
which were received in Januarylaft, of certain overtures^ 
.fuppofed to have been 'made by the Minifters for rein- 
ilating ;Ragoba„ ’ Moodajee Boqfla.no w affirms, that 
bis' Vakeel bad it from Mr. ‘ Hcftingss own mouth', : tbcn 
it, never was, nor is defined by lb& Enzlijh . Chiefs to- {up* 
fortRegobju 

Th'e : good; 'advice contained in thefe 'letters is;’.; in. 
effeCt,- the fever eft reflections on the levity and precipi- 
tancy of our councils.* and.probably has no other, mean- 
ing, 1 than , to fliew the Governor- Gen'erariri what re- 
fpebt Moodajee Boofla holds a fiatefman,.' who pro- 
fefies u to Have departed from the con*! mon fine of.po- 

« jicy 
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;?* licy in . thc .whole of his conduct.” — If. we. 'were '.not 
'Become the objedls of his fcorn, 'would our boafted ally 
take fuch a time as this to tell us, “ that it is a pro- 
,.*.J.-yerb, that r >y,hatever is deliberately done is well done ; 

that it Twill ..bei, proper, maturely to .deliberate on the 
//probable, event before the .commencement or .anyun- 
!‘ r derfakingi .and that it is- the par.t .of wifdom: ancl" found 
udgnient, . before, any, further heps are taken* to de- 
ter mine - ;by what ..means - they are to.be.fup.por'ted, 
ff.,that no unfleadinefs may hereafter arife.’? 


/.What inuft this Marratta think‘.of the pruclence.pf a 
government; that, fends.an army. a;thouifand..miies (for- 
ward into. an enemy’s country, ' in the prefum'ption .of 
receiving .. afliitance on . the • fpo’t, without any , treaty 
preyipufly .concluded J without a fingle condition agreed' 
on ; t without one ftipulation formed for, the . operations, 
for,' the proceeding, or for the retreat of that ir’myji , and 
even without knowing the general fentiments,.. viejvs,. 
ordif^oiidons of the. prince on -yvhofe future fupport.we 
placed, our.dependance.?' I do not wonder ihat.Mopda- 
ieeBoofl^fhould feel no inclination to unite. his .fortune" 
,\yith fuch a government. — But let us now at leaft profit 
by. his. advice,, as far as the circbmftances we areredu- 
ced. to .will . admit-. In the natural order of things, ^deli- 
beration Ihould ,go before meafures, with , us it.ihuft 
follow.. them. ..., . 


> V « * ■ / O ‘ * 1 

Colonel Goddtuu s army is now near eleven degrees 
weft of Calcutta. We have no other way of tracing his 
progress, ,.or afeertaining his diftance from', us,, but by 
_ obfepving, as. accurately as we can, the latitude and 
. longitude .of . his " pofition, on a general map of , India. 
If he attempts. to proceed,, it. muft..be in the, mouth of 
danger. If .he. retreat's, it will refie&. dijhonbur odour 
arms,' If he advances into Berar, it .is a'gainft ihe advice 

of 
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ofthe. Rajah, who .infifts on his remaining where he:is } 
and vrho, I prefume,. will' neverfufrer’an ‘ Eng] id) army 
to march into the heart of the country ; especially: when 
he hears that another, detachment is preparing to' enter 
it from theeaftwand. !. This meafure, fo far from giving 
Him encouragement to join us,; mu ft 'naturally fill him 
with- jealoufyt and diftruft. 'Without infixing on' the 
faithlels charadter uniformly ; attributed to ‘ the Mar- 
rattas, thefe motive's alone are fufficicnt to put him on 
His guard againft us ;, while others, equally powerful, 
may induce him to take advantage of the critical fix- 
ation of our army,, and ro compromife his own differ- 
ences with the Paifhwa and the Nizam at our expence. 
At all event?, .1 prefume, it cannot be difputed, -that 
the fafcty . of. the, detachment depends greatly on the 
good fairh.of Moodajee Boofla. Jn this fixation we 
have achoice of difficulties before us ; whatcver.;refolu- 
tion we adopt will, .1 fear, be liable to fuch objections 
as. will admit of no better anfwef, than thatftill greater 
objections .may be urged againft any other. We may 
order Colonel Goddard, at all events, to -proceed, to 
Bombay ; or to .move towards our weftefn frontiers 
through Berar, or to. return as expeditloufly as he can, 
by the. way. he went. I am againft the firft, becaufe I; 
am convinced it - cannot be attempted without the 
greateft hazard to the detachment, or. with the ImalJeft 
'probability of. fuccefs. L confider it as one common 
and equally elfential inrereft of all the powers of India 
to oppofe the .march , of an Engllfli ‘army acrofs the 
continent; .and, by defeating tire attempt in the firft' 
inftance, to deter us from ever forming luch a enter- 
prize. again. .Moodajee Boofla himfclf ftates the dan- 
ger to us in tcrms..w)iich. /ufficiendv exprefs /iis opinion 
of the impoflibility of furmounting it, 


• With 
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With rcfpcft to Bombay, notwithfhnding all that 
has been laid of the deep deligns of the French, that 
place is r.diiiaily in -no danger: if it were, this is not 
the way of providing for its defence. I am ngainll 
the fecond, bccaiife it appears that the Rajah himfelf 
is very r.verfe to luting Colonel Goddard come into 
his country, and infills on his ft.-.ying where he is. If 
the army lltould move into Hcrar without his confent, 
and without fame flipulations .picvioufly determined, 
with him, it will be always in his power to lhcrifice 
fhem to the Poonah Govcrnn ent, or to the Nizam, 
if they can. make it their interefi: fo to ’do. For my 
own part, 1 am very much inclined to think, that all 
his late delays and uncertainties are afietted, for no 
othtr purpofc'but to give his countrymen time to 
complete their preparations, and to’furround Colonel 
Goddard. No choice then is left, but to order Colonel 
Goddard to return as he went. 1 do not fay, that this 
menfure fbnll hot le fieri the opinion which the powers 
of India may hitherto have entertained of the councils 
of this government. It may alfo be thought in fome 
degree difgraceful to our arms. But neither is this of 
weight againrt other fuperior confidcrations ; nor do 
I apprehend that if no.dircdt impreffion be made upon 
our army, its bare retreat will prove any thing, but the 
extreme imprudence of thofc meafures which have left 
us no other option. At the fame time, I think that 
proper- letters fhoulcl be written to the Paiihwa, to in- 
form him of this alteration, to defire that the army may 
return without tnoleftation, and to aflure him that we 
are fi nee rely difpolcd to come to a conciliation with him, 
and to acljult whatcverdiitcrences may unfortunately have 
nrifen between his government and ours, in an amicable 
manner, agreeable to the terms and principles of the 
treaty* of Poonah. 


c 5 
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TKe. ' time which , has elapfed fince the receipt of 
Moodajee Boo/la’s letters, and the' critical fituation of 
the detachment, make. it. indifpenfjbly necefiary that 
fdine clear and decifive orders be immediately difp'atched, 
to .Colonel Goddard., I /hall be, ready to. correct and 
alter, my .opinion, if 1 fee 'juft andTolid reafons urged 
againft.it, 

P. Francis ; 

Governor. General. I have Teen Mr. Francis’s . m 
hute, do not : thirik it neceffary or proper i 

■'apply 1 o.it, 

WTHaftingi. 

intelligence from Poona, contained in a Loiter from Row 
„ Gee, dated i 8 ih of January, 1779,, io the Natch 
\of Arcot. ' 

' 1, I have addrefied your Highnefs feveral 1 c „ 

late, fome of which I hope are arrived. I have ac- 
counts, of others having been intercepted in the road, 
and -(hall, therefore recapitulate fome of the moll im- 
portant tranfadions here. 

2. The Englilh Surdars, as I have aireaay wrote jo 
your ' Highnefs, tnarched from Bombay to the paffes, 
and fortified that of Kodtichully, Raganaut-Row took - 
poffeffion of two forts which were in the road; and 
jpined thejinglilh army, which I hear cpnfifted of 700 
Europeans, 8 batalions of Seapoys, 40 pieces of can- 
non, 'mortars, ..and, a. quantity of powder arid ' military 
ftore? 5 they had befides’4 lacks of rupees 'in money. 

3. Siccaram Pundit, and Nana Furnefe, two Ma- 
ratta Surdars, joined their forces, and fatisfied the dif- 

contented. 
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contented. chiefs Schindiah and Holkar, by giving them 
money, jagliircs, and other prefents. 

4. AU the chiefs having met to confoltwhat was to 
be done in the prefent Rate of affairs,' they all with one 
voice agreed, that if Rngahaut-Row came with his own 
forces alone, they fhould receive him, and give him a 
fhare of the power as formerly ; but fincc he came with 
an army of Englijh, who were of a different nation from 
them, and whofe conduct in Sujah Dowla’s country, 
the Rohiila country, Bengal, and the Carnatic; they 
were well acquainted with ; they unanimoufly deter- 
mined not to receive Roganaut-Row ; as otherwile, in 
the end, they would be obliged to forfakc their religion, 
and become the flaves of Europeans. Upon this they 
exchanged oaths *, and Nehum-Row, Apagee Pundit, 
and Scindiah, were lent with an army of 15,600 horfe, 
befides foor, to the Gaut of Telicanoon, and were fol- 
lowed immediately after by Siccaram Pundit and Nana 
Furneze, with 40,000 horfe. 

5. It has been for fomc time the fixed determination 
of theEnglifh Surdars to give' their affiftancc to Roga- 
naut-Row, in replacing him at the head of the govern- 
ment 5 . an army was fent from Calcutta, who made ain 
alliance with Boofla, (Rajah of Berar) and. they were 
greatly encouraged by^.the news of the furrender of 
Pondicherry. . 

6. Mr. Moftyn, who went from Poonah, made 
them believe, that many of the Marratta Surdars 
were in their intereft, and that as foon as their army 
fhould arrive at the Gaut, Holkar would join them with 
all his forces. 


7. The 



7^' The' Engliffi, tr.uftin'g' to- this, : - marched their 
army to the Gaut, and .waited impatiently; for a whole 
month, but no one,, appeared to join their ftandard. 
The ‘Engliih army marched, forward from the Gaut,‘. 
arid were fo much harraflcd by the Marattas as norto be' 
able; to proceed more than ttyo cofs a day,' during which 
time;;they loft' -a -.great many of. their men. by the 
firekept'upon them by the Marattas. • When they came ' 
to Clidckly,' which is about 14 cofs from the pafs,- ; they 
were obliged to halt $ Captain Stewart, one of their Sur- 
dars; wasicilled at this place. ' 

/Sf On tlie 2 iff January the; European army arrived 
at Tulicarioon (17 cofs from the pals} Mr/ Carn'ac; 
Second J of Bombay, was with them. Sicca rani fait 
a body of horfe to Tulicanoon, to harrafs them'; - ^5 
Europeans, amongft whom was an officer, and 100 
fepoys, were, killed on the firft day ; the Marattas ‘had 
200. men killed; 

9. .blithe 2d day, the Engliffi were.furroUndcd oh 
all Tides by the Marattas, and all fupplies of provifions 
cut offfronlu'them. Seeing tbemfelves m this fituatiori, 
they determined, if poffible, to fitiurn back by the 
Gaut, .and confulted upon the means toeffect it. - Ro- 
ganaui>R6w hearing this, Tent privately to the Marattas 
Chief, ’ISindiab, telling him, -that if be would attack 
^he Engliffi, he-would join them with his two; battalions 
of Sepoys, andCoohorfe. The Engliffi, i t wo uld ap- 
pear, had inrelligence of this ; for, on the 13 th' January, 
they’fuddenly marched fecretly from Tulicahoon; tak- 
ing Rogahaut-Row with them, - and leaving their bag- 
gage and tents Handing, under the- protection -of 200 
European?, and one battalion of Sepoys, ivmK eight 
pieces of. cannon, to make the Marattas believe' that 

their 1 whole force was. at .Tulicannoon. Siccaram; 

■ however, 
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however, got private jntelligeri.ee of their march.; and 
he, with Nana Furnpze, Sdndiah,- and Holkar, went 
tooutoffi their march; At the. fame he fent a body 
of.horfe to Tulicanoon, where the reft . of tlie Englifh 
were. -encamped, -The -Marattas, as ufual, fell . upon 
the plunder, 1 and a fmar.t engagement enfued.. between 
them and the Englifh'. The. detachment, who. had 
marched with Roganaut-Row, had .not proceeded far, 
returned to the afllftance of thole in their camp. A 
heayy cannonade was- kept up by the Marattas frorn. 
midnight till four otclock the next day*, -the Englifh 
-were not ablfc to march one foot of wayj and all tlieir 
firing- .took no effcdlj 1 5 ° Europeans, with mariy of 
their officers, and ;8o'o. Sepoys were killed. ..'fhe Ma-p. 
ratt-as furrounded them, and kept patroles going, .all 
night, , to' prevent -any from efcaping. On the ..14-th, 
the. Marattas commenced their cannonading again, 50. 
Europeans, and 460 Sepoys were killed. The Englifh 
• ceafed fir.ing, feeing that ■ it had no effeft. In the 
evening of that day, the fervant of Roganaut-Row, 
and .that of Mr. Carnac, brought a letter to Madah 
Row, acpuainnng him that 'they -would fend a trufty 
perfon to confer, with him upon fome matters,^ if leave 
was given,' The Surd'ars read>the letter, and fent an 
"anfwer by .the fame perfon, that they were willing to 
ceafe hoftilities, until a perfon was fent. They, how- 
. ever, ; to.olc Care to keep a ftrift patrole round the Eng- 
Jilh camp all night. On the 15th the Marattas Surdars 
went to the trenches, and began firing again; but it 
was not. anfwered from the Englifh .camp : foon after, 
Mr. Farmer (a gentleman -who was fome time ago at 
your Highnefs’s court) came from 'the Englifh camp, 
and the fire of the Marattas immediately ceafed. The 
Marattas fent. for him into the prefence, and Mr. Farmer 
'laid to them, *f We are only merchants.— — When 
!' difputes prevailed with you, Raganaut-Row came to 
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f* us, :ahd 'demanded'. otii' p'rotedidn. -'We. thought he 
‘f.Jiada right to the government," and'^gave -him >our 
“ afiiftance.'. : Notlung- but ill fortuneattends him, an’d 
? 5 'wc" have been'-brought to' thispmifcrable fiare;-;by 
5 * keeping -him with us<; You are-mafiters- to kccp him 
- c -‘- from usr” We fliall henceforth adbefe-To the; treaties 
“'that -have formerly 'taken place between' us.-Ite 
“ pleafed to 'forgive -what -had happened*” '■ 

The -Minifter anfwered.'-"“ Raganaut-Ro'w is onc of 
te ’i1sV • What right could you have to interfere in oiif 
concerns with" him ; We now defire you to give^uji 
? £ Salfettc r and' Baffin,- -and'what other icountricjr- you 
■“■have pofleffifd yourfelves of *, as alfo theCircars^thofe 
“ -of the 'Purgunrtahs of Baroch, &c.' which : you' have 
'“ taken -in Guzzart. Adhere to the treaty made in 
the- time of-Bajalee Row, and afk nothing eIfe.” V 
Mr.- Farmer . heard this anfwer,' and -' returned-' ' to -his 
■‘cWp;"''- While this negociation was carrying on, 15,000 
-’Mar'atta horfe were fenc againft fome out-polls 'where 
'fhfeTSfiglifli-had entrenched themfelvc's,' 'and'fct lire to 
“f liCm', ' putting every one they-met with' to ’death. They' 
'did- the' Tame 1 at the fort of Chotflp where' the Engliffi 
“h'ad '-'fortified. 1 -I -heard' -all this' from : Nana Fufliize % 
■whether -it -be true-or falfe, Bam not certain. 


"^■ 'Oh the 6th at noon, Mr. Farmef returned,' and told 
'Schindiah' that 'he -had brought a' blank paper; i figncd 
and fealed, which the Maratta Chiefs might 'fill' up as 
they pleafed. Schindiah told the Minifters, that although 
they Had it in their power to make any demands they 
pleafed, it would not be advifeable to do ic at this time. 
‘ £ , For our making large demands, would only fow re- 
*, e fentment in their hearts, and we had better demand 
' * f only what is neceffary. Let Roganaut-Row be with 
et us, and the treaty between us and the Englilh will 
- ' * ' “ be 
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“ be adhered to. Let Salfettc and the Purgunnah in 

Guzaarats, &c. be given back to us. Lee the Ben- 
“ gal army return bark. For the reft let us aft with 
“ them, as it is ftipulatcd in the treaty with Balagtc 
“ Row ; let the jewels mortgaged by Roganaut-Row be 
tl reftored, and nothing demanded for them. Let all 
“ theft* articles be wrote out on the paper which they 
f *. have lent.” Which was accordingly done.. 

“ It is likewife conditioned, that till this treaty is re- 
,f turned, (igned and iralcd by theGovermrof the Coun- 
“ cil, and fclcft Committee, under the Company’s 
c - Teal, and till Salfctte and the other countries be 
“ given up, the nephew of Captain Stewart and 
“Mr. Farmer (hall remain in thcMarattacatnp as hoft- 
“ ages for the due performance of »hc articles of this 
* e treaty. The Englifh (oldiers who have cfcapcd with 
* £ their lives, faded for three days, and are now in a mi- 
**- fcrablc condition. The Europeans and Sepoys have 
“ all grounded their arms. — On the 17th the treaty was 
“ fent to the MaraCta camp. The articles were written in 
44 Perfian, Maratta, and Engl'lh, fealed with the Com- 
“ pany’s (cal, and figned by Mr. Carnac and feven offi- 
, *' cers.. After this the Maratta Surdars fent them viftu- 

als, \vh ; ch they needed much. The Englifh marched 
“ out, efioricd by 2000 Marattci horje ; but Roganaut- 
.** Row, not finding a lucky hour, did not go to the 
’V Marat-, a camp, but will go after 12 o’clock to-mor- 
f ‘ ro-.v, See.” 


d 


A. No. 
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:,A.;No . -Viv 

Copy:. of, 'a: Letter; from;- SICGARA M , . iPUNDIT, 
Rri me-Min i fter pf'lhe'JPodnalv Govern men t, to Go - 
vernor-General H A STINGS. — Received . in Bengal 
the 7th,of December,'., i 778^ 

At; the ' time, when tome, of tne .Lompany's umets 
were. engaged. in. dilputes and hoftilitics with the Chiefs 
of this government, . actuated by a Wifh to, promote the 
,gpbd.and;happiners of.mankind in general, which’ fufr 
fered ;by., thole troubles, you interpofed your friendly, 
mediatiori, to remove the caufes of complaint, and to 
put.aftopro them; 'and depurcd,.Colonel Upton for 
..this./purpofe,' to. the prefence of my matter Scrimmulb 
.Row,, Row Pundit Pinkham, Pifhaw Saib. 

At. the time pf the ratification of peace, Iobje&ed jp 
there being no perfon of rank and credit prefen c ,on, the 
part of the governor of Bombay ; to which the Colonel 
.made anfwer, “.That the Governor and Supreme Coun- 
.“:Cfl; of Calcutta were inverted with authority oyer. all 
. fettlements of the Englifh Company, and. that , their 
'aflswere-blndingon the Chiefs of all the Englilh fet- . 
“ftlements.”. >On the faith of this declaration^. I made 
peace, between this Government and the.. Company. 5 's 
Chiefs,; and concluded a -treaty; but the Governor of 
dBombayj^ has in every: in dance of his conduit fihee, .ex? 
citedntrdubl.es and commotions, in . violation . of the 
ties of friendfhip; and notwithrtanding yourexprifs 
- orders to expel Roganaut-Row from the Company's do- 
minions, and to fettle all points between the two Rates, 
in conformity to the treaty, he has performed nothing 
• thereof. , And an envoy from the King of France arriv- 
ing; here with a letter, interefted perfons, and inventors 
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of falflioods, conceiving this a lucky opportunity to 
obtain credit to their lying reports, without examination 
or rdle&idn, rept dented it in the manner bell calcula- 
ted to anfwcr their malicious purpofes. 

I call God to witnels, that out of regard to the friend- 
fliip and alliance of the Company and the Englifli 
chiefs, 1 difmifled the faid Envoy, without negotiating, 

or even converfing with* him.- 1 Jiave lately l?&rd, 

that fonie of your people have hoftilely poflefled th'em- 
,'i‘elves of ihe fort of Calpee, which belongs to' this go- 
vernment. This meafu:c is widely removed from the 
faith'of the lolemn treaty executed by theEnglifh. 

When the governor of Bombay, in formeV times, 
put on the mafle of friendfhip for the purpofes of de*- 
ccit, and aided the enemies of this government ; . re- 
garding you. Sir, as fuperior to all other Chids, I made 
peace and friendship with you; and thefe are the fruits 
produced by this biendfliip. , , ' 1 

You write that the maintaining of fricndfliip : and 
irrift union between our refpedtive ftates, is^yqui* re- 
'folvc. :1s it in efieft foY the prefervacion of friehdfhip 
thnr you trouble' the dominions of this govern hYeht ? 
Such a mode of conduct 'is ihconfiftent with themax- 
: ims and meafures of high and itluftrious Chiefs.— — ~ 
Tt is mutually incumbent on us to preferve inviolate 
the Terms iof' the treaty. Should any. deviation - arife 
'therein^ they arc effefts of the will and difpenfati’.n 
of God. 


d 2 * 
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p,/"^»navc;Deen'faTOU?fji'^rffi I Vtfar^lette^rundel-/clafe 
'xh&'c^L&^L r&'m adee ^^ffa'fn'e ^(WtH *jf ul y ) Jm clie iubjed; 

■--t> s etwkeri-^the' r tw8‘ ; ftat£sp aiiH : ihlima8?g*l r tha£Tjt,"is 

:. A i - - r. i - •••'ir .-; 4 ’jv in; ufiJ *?0 u£. 


•♦•’'V"/ 7 , C? \ v L .j. r *f . r* • “ ' 7 « *'»'»***' 

.:the’tfc5£S ; haVebeeri : '^ 

■the fettle-men t'df'Bombay r-° arid t Hatfltlie, 'com manrf iog 
- officer - hard- -ftri£t c; irijun£tibbs : ife 1 ’pB^erveliucii^a.. coji- 


*v * * V t .*M Wl*p ***' COp * 

du£t in every refpedV, . as is'cdrifi ftenc with the friend- 



!and rhe Wame^Wiii rail 6rime.\ ( THis ; letter,’ containing 
*he-above^ ** -aliid /ofcfief 'particulars^ ‘ ' whfehj /"ihali.jno- 
jciccr before’- t-'cqh'ciudej •• reacli^Tiie'on- the 14$.* jjf 
:S£abanh\(28- Aiiguft), arid afforded me .great r pfeaf^re.> 

•'Cone iit I* c* * - j' • .* ' * * * « * * -• '• * * ■ * * s ’ * * r ", 

u:i^i^*1s'umye'iilally -aildjnfed^ ; tliat* tfrere. is notiing J; in 
,the:'w0rld ffiore excellent' than Friendihip> apd 'hajrmqn^ 
: which.7afc :: b]effings ro mankind in genera/, ' v ^Tjicmain- 
tainarice- of - every article of tlie treity,- is- eqjSaJly^inj 
curilberit -on both - parties.— ^-It is" not 1 , flip.uiated ^n 
any:'ar.(itle''ofthetreaty a ; ‘ ; that j eitlVer"j)lny.^ayLfend 
fpfces.i'.through dominions Of - theVtber wi thon t con- ' 
faking:; him beforehand, and '* cau l‘e : rr&i ble' and. d iftrefs 


v. 
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to the people. To what rule of fricndfhip can be 

attributed the Rationing of garrifons in the forts,: and 
making collediions in the country of the ocher party. — 
What has happened is then ap-ce&ble to EngHJIs faith . 
In proof of this a(Tcrtion, ;be it obfervrd, that Co- 
lonel JLcflie, the Commanding .Officer -of the detach- 
’ ment, has kept with him Ragonaut-Row’s Vakeel, and, 
in conjundtion with him, collects .money from the do- 
minions of the government, by intimidating its. Tub- 

jedts. This being the cafe, what becomes of .your 

aflurances before recited, that the treaty fhould be 
: fcrupulouQy adhered to, on your parts, fo-long asit 
’ was maintained by my matter? ,or what degree of cre- 
dit can be given thereto? , , ?>■ A:!*. 

*' ,• * , - .r ■> jir*: 

“ From time immemorial, no forces of the- mari r 
time. European nations, have marched by land through 
the dominions of the government : but the route of- .all 
the trading and European nations has . been byithe 
ocean. Nor is it ftipulated in the treaty, , tbat the;En- 
glifh detachments Ihall.haye.a.paflagethrough.the'go- 
vvernment territories. Refledt maturely on this, .and 
then, determine, on whofe fide the, blame refts. 

That fuch.unlooked-for adts fhould proceed from you, 
is d matter of the higheft aftonifhmencj. to think: that 
mighty and powerful Chiefs fhould adt in diredt oppo- 

fition to the faith of their ..engagements^ cYdu'arc 

plcafcd to write, that if 'the Prefidency.of [Bombay, 
fliall ttill continue to require the troops; : yob. can '.iri.no 

cafeV , agree to recall them. r-The matter. 'is briefly 

thus. 1, The King of England,, and che.Eriglifh 
Company, have ..placed confidence in the Supreme 
Council of Calcutta, and inverted it with .authority 
over .all’ the', other . fettlements. .,; U ,Thei;'.adb:i3bif 
the" 1 Council of Calcutta are binding on the govern- 
ment of all the Company’s lettJcments, Having given 


this affurance, he propofedthe form of a treaty, fucli 
ak ; the : Critical : fitiiatiPn of the timeSYdri'dyled'neceffafy. 
^Y6tf r tranfmitted* a treaty ^conformably- thcretojiiihder 
the fealof thejEnglifh ; Gpmpany.-^-r It, .\|ras from, the 
beginning, the, earneft, .with of ; the government of 
Bombay* that no friehdly'conheftiohs'mduld'be eftab- 
lifhed between the two;ftates,-ahd have been, ever fince, 
ftriving to overfet it. ! And notwithftanding the con- 
clufionj/pf ithe.treaty, , they kept- Ragoba , with them;- 
How .then,., was it Ito be expefted^’ ‘that they ihdiild re- 
call tfer troops, -which' ,were diftbrbing the peace 1 of 
the 7 gpyefnment dominions ? -It', even ' appears' to!d. 
convi4|on,;.. that they perfuaded* Ragoba to the^mea'I 
furpsriie has, purfued. ■ How .then does - the fuprepre 
authority "of, the Council of Calcutta' froth the King, of 
England’ appear, ii nee the Chiefs cf, the different Te:)| 
dements, ; do riot, regard engagements made by, youyjas 
bih.dihgpp'h. them,'- but make no fcruplp to break tbeni^ 
And' you, : Sir, paying no regard to ‘your’ 'own adts^ 
take your meafures on the reprefentations . of the go- 
vernment of Bombay. This is indeed aftonilhing to 
the higheft degree ! 


It is the dictate of found policy that you, withdraw 
your troops to your own territory. Thiswiiibe a 
convincing proof of the fincerity of your friendlhip, 
and will fpread the fame of your good faith, through- 
out the univerfe. 


From the commencement of the government ot the 
family. of the -Paifhwa, they have entered into. treaties 
with many of the Ghiefs-of the Eaft'and Weft, and 
have never before experienced fuch a want of faith from 
any one; nor, ever to the prefent time, deviated fron 
their engagements, or been- wanting to the duties "' of 
friehdlhip and alliance ; the blame refts with you. 

The 



rpHEextcnfive rich provinces called Rohil-cund, in- 
' habited by a nation diflingirifhed under'the appella- 
p°ri of the Roh ilia’s, is placed, for thb moft'part, in that 
beautiful and fertile fite which extends between the tw’o' 
great - rivers, .Ganges and Jumna, from the boundary 
of Corah to the confines of Agra and Delhi; it obeli* 
pies a large diftria of country on the North fide of the' 
Ganges; reaching Eafhvard to the’ Provinces of Oude, 
arid to uninhabited mountains Northward,; and it crof- 
.fes;the Jumna between Agra 'and Delhi. The reve- 
nues, without opprefiion, exceeded . two Crores. of 
Rupees annually, (two millions Englifh) and their rnt- - 
litary eftablifhment of cavalry and infantry, were' about 
eighty thoufand ; a brave warlike race. The body 
of the 1 people were compofed of Hindoos, of a'ftature, 
5°PP. lexion » ci °nft:jcution, and difpofition, : infinitely 
lupefior to thofe of the lower countries ; but the fate 
of war procured to a fet of martial' !Patan Mahome- 
' r tt ab J°lute dominion under the denomination 
l-t L- S or ^ a J a hs- 'As they were numerous, fing’e 
chiefships were not powerful, but united as branches- 
proutingfrom the fame flock, and in acoinmoh caufe, 

they were always deemed formidable. . 

**■ ' *' '* • 'N ■ ’ ‘ - ‘ 

. F e 9pl e lived on good terms .with, and bore 

t ^ ie Emperor of Hindoftan. The 
proximity pr their Southern provinces,’ expofed them 
often to- the ravages and depredatory incurfions of the 
- - ’■ ' Maraftas. ^ 
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Maraitas. To thcfe depredation's, may all their mif- 
iortur.es be aferibeeJ, which furnifhed a pretext to the' 
afplring ambition ; and icftlefs inipet liofity or Sujah-iil 
Dowla, the Vizier of the Empire, and Nabob of Oude, 
to ufurp the dominion of. a country, whofe wealth, 
power, and vicinity would ferve him as afccndi'ng fteps 
to mount the Imperial Throne of Delhi. He artfully in- 
finuated to. the.Rohilla Chiefs,, that he was defirolis .to 
enter into an alliance with them, .and to .affift.againft 
the Marrattas, as a common enemy, but as they. were 
to .reap the .chief benefit, 'it. was. proper, that a fubfidy; 
Jliould be paid for the fervices which his v troops were- to 1 
periorm on ; remote expeditions. . He hac],. previous 
to this meafure, caufcd . Mahomed . Kouli Khan, the 
■Nabob of IUiabad and Corah, to be bafely aflafilnated 
when at his religious devotion, and then he tifurped the. 
dominion of his country,, and thus brought , his, :own- 
provinces.clofc home to thofe.Rohilia provinces, which 
were the fields of plunder and rapine.to the flying, Mar- 
par.ticsl m * : ..j>« bit. v 

, 4 .. : • ■ ’ . • i ’ 1 : V Ifi 

. The Rohilla Chiefs, although they knew and,fufp<<5t-. 

: cd , his general charafter, doubted not his .fincerity.-. on 
an. pccaiion,. which evidently .accommodated himfelf, 
and .they /Consented to pay Sujah-ul-Dowla forty Lacks 
of .Rupees, if He would .fend a powerful arm y.immedi* 
ately. to join, t heir . forces, in repelling,, anil driving the 
Marratta marrauders out of their country.- The: Mar- 
' ratt.a’s availing .themfelves of the Vizier’s flow • move- 
ments, and in the fee urity which thepromifed iuccours 
from the Vizier had created ii> the Rohilla Chiefs, even 
to a .relaxation of thenecefiary precaution, renewed ;their 
iricurtiohs .and depredations ...with redoubled. .fury*. and 
alacrity, . and with too much fuccefs ; fo tha; t-he : Com- 
pany’s troops under the command of Sir .RobefccBaiker^ 

6 on 



oft the part of the 'Vizier,, .only. .entered .the JR.oh)lla 
dbuntry^ ' for its .defence^; 'after all. the; mifcli jef had beeft 
lrretrleyekbly perpetrifedl ^ *The ‘BLoh|lla .Chiefs’-, Wer^' 
by that means, lo rbdpced in’ their finances, that Befides 
. ixiildly ftating . the 'non.-performapee v of 'ciinVralfl 
’ S6j ah-ul-Do wJ a, ‘they were obliged b.y necpffiiy to jtjefiri:' 
arefpite’ in the complete 'payment of. . w hatjie WQU'jd 'lie 1 
found to . have any equitable claim to, by peribjd|ic ; ai 
Inftalimeri ts, arid ! prdpofed to ' ftiake* the prefidenby | pr 
Fort' William .the' .foie jpdges thereof j as' all overtures' 
were-refufed,' they 'at lengthy y leldeldj ‘ td' the nidafure'pf 
paying the w.hole- origfrial.fpecific Turn, upon cpndjtio^ 
pf ^accqmrnp^ating' them , with fu'cli feafdnable termfy 
iuited * to the. reduced (lated in' Which t^p ! 'latW Marrata 
incunfions, and the Nabob’s own dilatory oBlervance 'of 
tlie treaty,' Had. left their, countries. 

/ •This was. the indentical obje&of the Vizier's policy's, 
and it is not ipconfiftent with his am bitics treachery, 
and ^brutality, to fuipedt and Believe, that jie hhd hip 
emiffaries amongft the Marrattas, to ftirnujate and ex-’ 
cite them to cpmm.it the late depred^tiPnV:up.on ‘a .pro- 1 
niife (from him, that his armies;' hdtvyiiHftan‘^ing‘ thb; 
treaty hebad concluded With t He, Ro h i ija ' Chief s, ‘lh o u Id 
not bbftriidt their operations, until tHe year following,', 
imagining, as. it happened; that the pleas of neceffi.cy 
ahd equity, on the part' of the, Rohilla Chiefs^ would 
ftirnifli'him with pleas, for inftant hciiiliiy ,'ana exte^ 
miriation.' . ' •• 

‘ i ^ ' * .... ^ 

: Matters were in this ftate of.fufpence, when M 
Haftings and his Council 1 , reiblyed on a Committee s' or 
Circuit to fettle the revenues, ’adjuft’ the admiftiurajtioii 
' of the ' Dewannee, and.’ liquidate ; oth?r copiipercial and 

revenue concerns in ttye. provinces of Bengal 1 and Ba- 

• " ‘ ‘ ‘ har. 



har,' and with Sujah-ul-D6\yl‘a, abbutthd middle of- the 
year t 773. • ' -A -rjupture, artfully contrived, feparated 
the'NTeriibers of Circuit on. the day of their departure 
ffom Calcutta, and' ic.fell' - to.the pfe-cohCerted lot of 
1 VI r. HaftilVgs folo, to- tuhfe die ihftVumen't, corre£t th£ 
fnufical , meafures,- arid harmonize the difcordaht ,fa- 
cul'ries of the Vizier S'ujah-ul-Dowla; TheGO- 
verribr repaired to- Beharas, the field of adiiiOn, char- 
ge ; d wi t lr di fere tiori ary powers' in relation to matters of 
trade,- and adjuftriierit’of the fubfidy. ' There were fe- 
veral Members of Council," Sir Robert Barker the. 
Commander in Chief. 6f ‘ th’e : army, and feveralfenior 
fefvatits of. tile Company,- either by appointment^ or in 
flute, at. that' time, in Benaras. But fecretf deeds 
diflike the 1 .light ; and ripoti the principles of the 
negociation between the Governor and the Vizier, it 
would have been impolitic and dangerous in the ex- 
treme, to have had afliftants or witnenes; Sir Robert 
Barker, refenred the indignity offered to his ^military: 
a'rid civil ftations ih the' Company’s fervice, and’ as . a 
man. of probity,; who .fet a proper val lie on '.the, faith 
arid honor of his nation, reprobated the 'treaty, as un-* 
juftj.and efi (honourable, which appears upon the public 
minutes of . Council after ..their return to Calcutta. 
T.ne pr.efence and names of thefe geritlemeii were, only 
made rife of,. to witnefs the execution, and interchange- 
able delivery of thi & public a'rticle's of the treaty, upon 
the -i 8th September 1773.. There were others of a 
iriuch. more intricate nature, not proper to be promul- 
gated, referved for ' the .influence which the'GovernorV 
return, and improved condition, to the prefidericy, 
could only bring to bear by his rW prefen.ee in Coun- 
cil, "the aft' .of Council being found iridifperifible to 
giveitefficat 


By this' public treaty, the .Vizier was (to be in veiled; 
(and immediately to pofiefs,as an.ellate in perpetuity*) 
.with the Emperor’s, rights to t h e pro v i n c es of I I l i a bad and 
Corah,- which had .been folemnlyfecured to hinvby feve- 
ral facred treaties in 1.765, and ratified by the. Company 
openly,:and impliedly. by the nation ; fpr.this.bold con- 
iccffion, he was to give the Company forty Jacks ofRu- 
, pees,asaconfideration for aperpetualrevehucof 45 lacks;' 
•under a- wife adminiftration ; and the tribute of 26 
Lacks'. to the Emperor, from the'Naboblbip of Bengal* 
was, .by thefe two Contradlors, declared to; have been 
forfeited from, the 28th February. 1 772, ..except two 
Aims which the Vizier, and NudjiffGawn (a Colleague 
on this occafion) pretended to claim as a private debt 
front the King to. them, both amounting to £. 92,800 
ile'rljng. ‘ ' ' 

-The firfl: part of the fecret treaty which! tranfpired, 
confufedly, cautioiifly, .and by. piece- nieal, fevcral 
months thereafter, contained the; barbarous and., {hock- 
ing tragedy, which a Sritilh Commander in Chief, and 
an "army .officered by Britifli fulijedts, aiid paid by t|ie 
Britifh j£dfl India Company, were rna<*e to atfl, in' lfiat. 
facri.ug and exterminating a whole nation,. diftingiulliep 
in Hiodoftan for many fu peri or qualifications, and 
putting Sujah-ul-D.owla in the full pofieflion of their 
country,. he paying the Company for t thc inhuman ufe. 
of thefe. mercenaries, the paijlt'ry. pittance, (in, propor- 
tion to the annual. revenue, and of the plunder) of 50 
lacks of Rupees, ( as a balfam to their wounded con-’ 
feieheies) by four annual inllallments. 

It is not very con fillent, with human ideas to.conr. 
ce.ive, far lefs to’ believe implicitly, that Mr. Mailings 
could have formed lb firm and infuperable an attach- 
ment. 
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mcnt, or pcrfonnl fricndfhip for a prince whofc charac- 
ter was univerfally obnoxiour, a pcrfrdl Granger to hi my 
and who had received into his bofom (joined with them 
as the Company’s enemies) thofc perfons who, not long 
before, had inhumanly and prriklioufly butebcicd in 
cold blood, his own colleagues and mofl intimate 
fricr.ds and companions, the members of the Council, 
of Patna, and others; his fecret motives or gratifies; , 
lions are Itibjefts of fufpicion, but they arc obfcurcd 
brvond the reach of legal proof., livery virtue that can 
dignify humanity, were the wanton offerings to gratify the 
ambition and far.guin ry thirllofthcmollfavageof hisfpe- 
cies.§ He engaged deliberately in an unnatural, un- 
provoked. 


§ That Sujah-ul-Dowla fliould have protect’d and befriended 
Colli n Alii Cnwn and Sombro, the murderers of Mcflrs. Hay, 
EiJis, Chambers, tsfe. will not be a matter of furprizc, after the 
Ample relation of the two follo'.ying anecdotes, out of a hundred 

more. Captain II r, who was in the Company’s femee, 

and alfo in :hc Vizier’s, had a boat with fomc merchandize, 
Hopped by the Rev.mic Officers, for want of the proper permit. 
Without fufpe&ing any tragical confccjuencc, lie mentioned it to 

the Vizier. He was awaked at middle-night, and the head of 

the l’hmizdar, (eliicf Magiftratc) of the diflriift, prefented to 
him in a bafket. A circumflance which fliockcd Captain H— — r 
to that degree, that he fcarce recovered his fpirfts while in India! 

Colonel' G d, hunting one day in Rohilcund, ’fome vil- 

lagers whofc hogs were' killed by the dogs, threw a flick at one 

of the dogs. The Colonel came to Sir R. B- — r’s tent, 

where the Vizier was at breakfaft, and accidently mentioned 
the trifling circumftnncc. The Vizier whifpered to one of his 
attendants, and before the. breakfall was over, the attendant re- 
turned and informed the Vizier, that the village was dcllroycd,* 
and man, woman, and child, put to the Avoid. 
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provoked; criifel' war/ fo • dbftroy: aW u’h'offeYidi b g'; - iridu-'; 
ftrdus' peb^Kf,lto; wlibit) the iatiie meVcetfaVy. ‘arrfis hkci; 
yielded 1 iuccdiTf, and' friendly' relief the \ preceding year/ 
H'e’fadrifided'Vtlid^Tadre'd-inhbren^ri^hvs o'f ^ thb^Empief-; 
rbr,’ to* Vaife the 7 Emperor’s 'own' fervan f arid, fuftj e'6b', by’ 
ah v a£f of open fbbeliion/atid- -high'-' treiifom ' J&e yibV ; 
lfettd 1 th'e ; Tolertth tteatiesy-upbri' 'which ^11 ‘the cjaimsftp 
trade', -and - the' territorial’ r£v ehues, accorded to th'd GobiX* 
pany : and ’nation/ ! are. founded . and: eftabliflied; to the 1 
fame unwarrantable purpofes. He’ Withdrew thetri~ 
Bute / which' cdnfti’tiited t'Hb foie* lbg'al . arid- political; 
cohfideration'for' tHe- Company’s- p'retefnfio'rfs'tb the Dfe-* 
wahnee,' arid f the rigHts’bf tHe'BHtifH- nation; 1 without 
confulririghwith his conftituents, or his council,’- and a^ 
gainft-a ratified treaty,.. and ceded the Emperor’s' 'own. 
provinces of llliabad arid; Corah, to the Emperor’s own 
mipifter/a mere temporary, officer/ removeable at ;his ‘ 
plb^fu re: — - 0e/ even,, with an : afiTurance arid ; in-' 
decency arc-e - to be equalled, a vows,, that- the -urii; 
author.izedtreaty-' dfi'Benares,- and the fecret-condition^/ 
whi c hri were * . only 'It n own tb‘ the- two" nOgodators', /arid' 
xlQt'everi'. committed’ to paper, were',' to all . intents aridV 
purpofes,- bindings and: oollgarory on the- Gompariy ‘.' : 
and» :in' particular,-, he^afierted/that-the g-eneral tferibr of 
' the' tfhaty; :irriplied a po'fitive obligation •ori i the "Com-' 
p'any, tp-fccure-th'e' M b fnud'to Shjah^ul-Dowl a ' and his' 



tfe'aty.'ofTSeriaras j. alrhbughirT.tlie fame, bt eath’ he iic- 
linowledges, i that- at v the -tirne- ; of making;, the edrieef-- 
lions; . he'jhadideclaTed toi the- Vizier/: ^hdfbe'-fyds'^ac-- 

' fitter ' -yHt'.i r-niit eiiliii/r -f 'rf tiiioh 



concefiions/ of fo extravagant and . prepofterous a'ria- ;; 

ture. 
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• ture, To . foreign to. fhg utmoft-p^tenfion of the Com- 
pan /s’ power, and fo fhamefuland inglorious - to the 
Bruilji papion, that the iniqipfops .and inhuman pur- 
pofes exprefied in them, are fufficienr, in the , eye .of 
reafohj as w.eli as’ law, to declare-, the. whole null and 
void from the beginning ; and that nothing Ids, than, 
the’vileft . proftitudon of truft could have, produced, 
fuch a tr.eaty, ordared to avow To abi'urd and impudent 
aconftrudiun upqp ir.' ' 

;-Mr.,Haftings contrived, to bring the majority of his’ 
Council, to approve the public treaty; and his lubfequent 
equivocations and fophiftry in Council, concerning the 
Jecrct conditions ftipulated between the Vizier and' him- 
feir, .in relation to the conqneft of the- Rohilla-proi. 
vinces, demonftrated beyond a doubt, that he thought 
them of. a texture and complexion, not proper for pub- 
lic difqiiifition.-. — r-This allegation, as well as private 
confiderations for the facrificts in queftion, are pretty 
diltindtly- implied in the appointment of a Refident.at 
the Vizier’s Court, where none had before been deemed 
necefiary, upon his own fpecial motion, claiming^ : 
authoritatively, an independent -right .--to appoint; 
and. recall -the - propofed - Refident, of his own free > 
will . and mere motion; that fuch Refident fhall be‘. 
confidered-as ■ his (the .'(governor’s)- private agent. 

and cprrefpond only with- him. Mr. Haftings’s 

minutes and. report upon the occafion; are to the 
following, purpofe, and nearly literal. “ That it was 
ce _my intention to convince the Vizier , that in his concerns* 
<f with the . Company .the immediate dependence was upon 
the ■Governor alone, and to eftablijh a direct correjpon •: 
deuce, between, him and my f 'elf, without any intervene : 
4 tiov .”— Co u 1 d Mr. Haftings have adopted a-furen 
maxim or- Jan gunge, or afferted a Wronger line. of in*? 

fluence 
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fluenqe, ..to obtain an, Aliatic rccompence?. — — 

He .then 'propofed, “To appoint 'a perfon for. tranf- 
acting filch' matters' of. correfpohdcncc,, and , corri- 
“ munication ; .with the Vizier* as he; ,( the. Governor) 
tC Jhall ; think \ proper. * to . cntntjl to his . management ; 
‘‘ arid he .offers \x., frankly, as his opinion, that if ‘ the 
iC Board (hall entruft hirh with the foie nomination offuch 
“ a Refidentj arid the power of recalling bin? whenever, be 
ct pleajes, it may he attended with good effects, hut not other - 
“ wife” — AVhat conftruftion can beput.on fuch decla- 
rations,, recorded on the Companys* own. proceedings, 
but-that the refult of the vifit to Sujah-ul-Dowia, . had 
placed the author, beyond the reach and power of his 
employers ? — The confidential inftriiCtions to the Refi-, 
dent,andthecorrefpondencewithhimand Colonel Cham- 
pion, corroborate thefe furmifesin pretty direct terms. 
By the inftruCtions to Mr. Middleton, the Rcfident, he 
exprcfsly f f forbids any European, whether.Englifh or 
“ not, civil or military, in or out of the Companys’ 
*? fervice, on any pretext, to vifit the Vi/_ier,.orthe Ra- 
* l jah.CheytSing, but particularly the Vizier.'; not even 
“ the.Europcan Officers in the Vizier’s own fervice, ex- 

“ cep: the Commander in Chief.” As Mr. Halt- 

ings obtained for the.Rajah C hey t- Sing, the Zemindary 
of- the Provinces of Benaras Ghazipore, &V. and, to bis 
pofierily, for 22^- lacks of Rupees yearly rent, it may be 
fuppo'.ed, that the Ion and heir of the rich Rajah. B ul- 
want Sing, , was . alfo very liberal to his friend and 
benefactor* and . therefore the .prohibition 10 Eu- 
ropean vifitors, was a neccfiary mcafurc of pru- 
dent, policy. rMr. Haftings having .written a 

private letter to Sujah ul-Dowla, without any commu- 
nication,as ufual, through the Refident ; thejealoufy, 
or the fears of Mr. Middleton were; roufed, arid he col- 
lected refolution enough to complain , with fome bir- 

ternefs ' 
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tdrhlfs of the flight and diffidence which it implied, in 
a letter tb Mr.' HaftingSj dated the 4th June, 1774, 
wherein he fays, ‘ c that having exprefled his uneafi- 
“ nefs to the Vizier, He was cold by him, that it was 

fC only a private tomplitientary letter .” And Colonel 

Champion, in a private letter to the Governor, before 
their quarrel, dated 30th May, 1774, ufes thefe very 
fulpicious and deep-menning expreffions. 

“ Dear Sir, 

<c In conlequence of what pafTed between its' at 
“ parting, I have mentioned Colonel Upton’s claim to 
“ the Nabob, and requefted he would be kind enough 
** to difeharge it. His Excellency was very edneife itt bis 
“ reply, that be bad fettled all money matters witfr Mr „ 
HaJIUgs .” 

•What can be inferred from this, but that Mr. Haft-’ 
■ings, had undertook to fhut up all private claims and 
■applications. , And the reiterated ftrenuous endeavours, 
•of Mi'. Haftings, by uncommon application, and indi- 
rect infinuaiiohs, to prevail on Colonel Champion to difc 
•mifs from his fervice as Banyan, the very faithful and 
intelligent Collychurn, while upon the expedition, be- 
’trays a dread of his difeovering, in the courfe of bufi- 
• nefs, and negotiations with the army, and at Luck- 
now, the fecret fprings which led to the treaty of 
Benaras. A' Mr. Hall, whofe addrefs dnd 

management had procured him a general intercourle 
: with the natives of condition, in and about the Vizier’s 
. courr, and metropolis, having come down to Calcutta, 
fomewhat involved, and finding no method to get ex - 
'tricated, bethought him of communicating the out- 
lines of cert’aih pieces of private knowledge, to a Con- 
fidential friend of Mr. H • ; declaring that in’ 

f His 
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his. prcfcnt ^ift refs, if he was riot relieved, he muft.be 
under the neccfiity of laying;his,mind open.. to -General 
Glavcring : . It. had the inu.ncjed effed, ,his debts -we/e 
.forthwith .paid., But Mr., Hall wifely i aid, that hejuuft 
have future fubfiftence, and more, money- for,, immedir 
ate tile i— lie received . an order on Goflimbazar- for 
prefeht.fupply, and an appointment -at Futtigpr, qpon 
exprefs, condition of going inftantly, and remaining 
there, .to execute it in perfon, . 

i • - , , . * * . , , 

‘CdlghcrChahipion was appointed to the command of 
the, Company’s troops, on an expedition, near 1500 
miles by water conveyance up the country, againft-che 
Rohilla’s, with peremptory orders to be directed in 
all j)is... motions and adions by the Vizier, Suja-ul- 
Dowla, 'wHofe commands he was implicitly to obey on 
a\\ /occafions, The Colonel put himfelf accordingly, 
at the HeadjOf the. army, and took the field, under the 
•ahfolute . command of . a prince, whofe objed was fa- 
yage barbarifm and inhumanity, and. who wanted man- 
ly, courage .to hazard, either hig, bwn perfon, his army, 
.or.,: even his artillery in adion, to - fccurc the fuccefsof 

•wliaf he was io fo) i ci to u fly ambitious to. .obtain'. -ry - 

$jie fatal battle ,v/as fought, upon the 23d day of April, 
1774^ whi<;h,iniquitouflyvdccided the. melancholy fate 
of. the brave, ‘induftrous, populous, anddnoffenfive -Ro- 
h'ijia nation at a t i m e. t'n at Suj a h -u 1 - Do wl a , . w i th dr e w, 
with 'h'isVr my, artillery^ and baggage, to] a diftance of 
.fcveral miles - from the field, of adion ; Tr - T -Nay:, l .he 
pofi lively refu fed to the. application, of Colonel ^Cham- 
pion, a part -of. his cavalry in. order to attack; the 
enemy at. a certain quarter,- to which: the] ; nuhibers .pf 
the Company’s troops could not ex ten dwit h op ti m rni- 
neit^dahger.tothe.w and. he. .alfo] pointedly ; re« 

fufed’to fpare a few pieces of* his artillery, to ferve in . 

' ’ ' another'. 



anoihef very neceflary quarter. ' The'fe refufals, created 
' tfneafy'fufpicionbin-Gdloh'd'CHampibn’s'mindi'.'qf foul 
treachery on the part* of ‘the” Vizier, in cafe 'the j'u'ccefs' 
of- the day favoured the RoHillas/' Which Would place 
the vaniquilhed army between a vi&orious enemy.- arid a 
treacherous friend.' Such an idea might not be wanted 
to'animate the Britilh General, but it might have pufhed 
himto a determined resolution, to conquer, -or fall. — - 
-The Company’s. brave General and their troops,' uhafc 
lifted, gained a decifive* but in truth a disgraceful, vic- 
tor)'. Their artillery were fo judicioufly ftationed and 
pointed,, that to the immortal honor of the brave Ro- 
hilias, -it was aflerted, they left 4000 mien lying dead 
upon the field,' before they retreated. 

' The furviving Chiefs, furrendered at difcretion to 
the victorious army, and were delivered into the hands 
-of Sujuh-ul-Dowla, except Fyzulla Cawn, who fled to 
the mountainous part of his country, by which means 
he : was able to ftipulate conditions, yielding up his 
camp and towns as plunder to the Vizier, bin he copld 
r.ot, notwithftandino;, obtain fuch other terms, as were 



girtmng‘’Spf»thd5curreht' 'yei^'^86/«or.iackS'^;(),$oi 
Rupebs, par £ of * the' -fiabH’dy"? d ue’ for :th js n con qtlefty’ are 
yei'pyiihg to the G ornpany/>befidcs ten- Backs -promifeH 
as a'cjohation to the : army; in ' lieu -of • the pltinUef., which' 
he had treafured to his-ov/n^ufe.' :' 


It isconjeduredj that a;bout : '560 tliourand'jndtiftriods 
hufcahdnietl i; and-' ! artifts,^ who: ’ werealfo/ for thei-mpfl:' 
par ri; able 1 'warriors, together • with- 1 heiri families, ' were' 
deliberately driven, openly, 1 ' over the - 'Jumna/- to 
cei ve -an ■ afy lu m ; fr 0 mt h e i rl a teen e m ies &ndv plunderers,- 
the Mafrattas.-^— —Fyznlla Cawn was ’obliged; tb cbn- 
ditipnV-' that ; die fhould * : not ; - entertain /mote than :-godb 
perfonsTundcr his do mini on.-* --T He I a ttef/e h d of. 177.7,' 
under -; the vague ' pretence' that' FyzuIJa’s country was' 
fiqunlhing, and becoming more populous ’than : was' 
ftipulated by treaty, Mr. Middleton, as . the 
Company’s. - r Refident uat •• -Lucknow,’ ; ih:.;concert 
with. his! friends and- proteftprs at the prefidencyj.widi^ 
our. 'any: 'notification '.to the Supreme Board, walking 
thfcir/.cphfent, undertook to delegate Mr. Daniel Bar-; 
well, as an tambafiador to the quiet, .timid/. Fyzulla; 
Cawn/who, . wrapt u p in his garment of innocence/ fuP 
pefted nothing;] els than a charge .of violating the” com- j 
paftj 'pf ''the; prpfencc of an European ' ambaffador* 'to' 
adj'uft the imaginary violation/ It is faidy that although; 
tneKallegation. appeared to have been 1 without founda* 
non,, the minifter found the means of procuring,' by; 
wayrof ‘.efcprc back to Lucknojv, feveral Elepharns'and 
Camelsp loaded -with- eight to- ten Lacks; of -Rupees 1 in; 
fpecie/deThe minute of Mr> Francis* upon <’ theofcca-; 
cafion.of .the Governor General’s motion, to -approve 
the proceedings, as expedient, on the 9th March 1778, 
is worthy .of the fpace it occupies upon record. 


He, 
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He, .(Mr, Francis',) calls it, “ One of the grofleft 
« pieces of management he met. with in India. Mr.. 
« Daniel Harwell quits his ftation at Ilcnaras without 
«» leave, and goes to Lucknow without leave-, . Mr* Mid- 
*« dlnon inflantly difeovers, that F)’7.ulla Cawn is .car- 
** rving on fomc defign prejudicial to the intcreft of the 
“ Nabob, and that the Nabob gives caufe for fuch dc- 
“ ftgns, by his treatment of his febjetts; at tlte fame 
“ time, that nothing is more notorious, than that the Na- 
“ bob, has no more power in his own country, than he 
“ (Mr. Francis) has. To put a {lop to thefe efietts, 
“ which mutual icnloufics mull produce, a treaty muft 
* 4 'be made, the guarantee of the Company mufl. be 
“ given, and Mr. Daniel Harwell finds hitnlclf very op- 
“ pot t ncly, at Lucknow, ready to execute the com* 
“ mifiion.” 

The Rohilh Provinces arc now a barren wafte, ana 
almoft totally dclertcd by their remaining inhabitants. 
The Chiefs, or their children, arc continued in the mofi 
mifcrable flate of confinement, deprived of the com- 
mon ncccfiarics of life. As the proceedings of the 
Supreme Council in Calcutta, in 1775 and 177&, are 
printed, many of the particulars will appear : in them; 
and in the letters of Colonel Champion, and. other .pa- 
pers having relation to that barbarous mcafure. Tht: 
remarker) having only his memory to recur to, is lefs 
perfedl in jhe detail than he would wilh. to be, be- 
caufe the annalG of that hifiory require public invefti- 
gation, by the nation whofc arms itained its fame and 
glory with indelible imprefiions, which cry aloud for 
jufticc, reparation, and exemplary punifliment. . 

Narrative* 
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KMtaSfe/ofiiPJoreedin^s'ifltE^OfdnaiicS 1 
Befpartmferi^ : and ^in 
.Militafy* Store"ice6]3er ? ^ 

A- N’ accurate e'nquiry-ihto the application ofthilitafy 
^^-ftOpfS^willb'ringp’eGulatibnsOf’magnitiicleinto'pUb*'' 
ife vieW? --’eithe r- cohimitted'/by d irtdi ; atf t hori ty or tth*' 
def : a 'collufiori of-high' aUthbrity, 'whi£fh"‘1s the* mOffe' ! 

i rS «'i /*; ii'Xn * Uf'p rl^xiM M il a / ^ ^T. w'Uv'n ' 


dafig 


yr — j — j , ; f l * *»• * © — ' 

bouTed-' to' developer fr omit he .cloud of -intricacies- which' 
oBfi tired from their knowledge, i the- real- v al ue^ &$; Welt* 


ctijoiried ; ’their -prefidencieS ih‘ India* f and particularly 
in-itheir feve rat- general -letters to Bengal*'- underdatcS*- 
-i7tJiJtiiVe, 1 748, -’paragraphs 8 to 1-7 iriclufivey^tfi- 
Apf-ily paragraph 4 -and -5, "and '7th Jantfary,.: 

1774,'- paragraph.9. i' By' thefe letters, the- Company 
Joll'rnnly created ; rhc oitehfibJe department of military' 
Store keeper , on the abolition of, and'tofupercede the 
office of gunner and gun-room crew : the office to be 
executed by .a ; covenanted fervant,* who was fo. receive 
from the^gunner, and to retain in future ' in hit aftuaL 
pcjfeffwn rmd charge^ 'and under his fpecial care <’ftanding r 
accountable, out of his own private eflate for. .all dev 
ficiencies) ;W/. the ordnance,- carriages, arms, powder, 
rhot, ffiells, tools, inftruments, ftores, and habiliments 

of 

* The limitation to a covenanted fervent Was .clearly meant to 
preclude officers from that truft. 
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of war whatfocvcr \ to have charge of tic gun-room, and 
different magazines, and placet where military fiord were, 
cr.fimtU vc depefited; with a fipceial and peremptory in- 
juntiicn as to the mode cf keeping the fcvsral btoks . and ac . 
tempts r.f his cff.ee, as well with refprfi, to the receipts , and 
iffuesef all ft ores, having relation in any degree, tothefer- 
viee cf war ; whether at tbs prcfidcncy , or fubor dinette fet- 
llements, cr on flip-board, tranfmitting copies annually, 
with explanatory obfervations, to the Court of Direc- 
tors*, and requiring obedience from him to the com- 
mands of the Governor and Council, who, only, fhould 
have authority to order the receipt and delivery of (lores; 
after the qualify f had been certified by the Major. nnd 
next officer of artillery. Ordaining alio, as a branch of 
the Store-keeper's duty, that he take care to prevent the 
{lores receiving avoidable damage,- and to keep them 
from. time to time jn repair y that {lores appropriated 
occafionally for immediate .expenditure, ihail, only, be 
delivered to . the feperatc charge and cullody of the 
Director of the Labrotary (now denominated Connniffary 
cf fiores,) And that all applications for lupplics, ifiiies, 
and.. payments, .fit all pals through the military. Store- 
keeper, to the Governor and Council, , for. their war-, 
rant to accomplith ir. 

- > , . , • . t 

-To the fame ends, and in proper obedience to the 
commands of the Court of Dirc&ors, it appears by a 
letter upon record, from Claud RufTel, Efq ; military. 
Store-keeper to the commifiary of {lores, on- the. 26th 
July, 1768, that from a firm belief of abufes committed 


•}-. The quality ami not the quantity on application, is alone to tic 
certified,: this confirms the chqclc intended to Jjo invariably- pre- 
ferred, over the military interfering in a line', meant ro-^e civil/ ‘ 
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in the magazines by^the embezzlement of fibres* it was 
neceffary to compell aftrifl: obfervanceof the eftablijhti 
regulation of the military :-S tore-keeper’s office, which 
regulations were. for fimilar gbod'purpofes, and like- 
wife to preferve the conffitutional authority* fuper-in- 
tendency,. and efiential check of ' the Store-keepfcr . {oft 
the 2:4th January, and 10th February, .1774,) claimed 
and exercifed by the Honourable Charles Stewarr, tHe 
.then military Store- keeper, in letters ,to the board -of 
infpedtion and effectually eftablifhed, by.arefolution 
.of, and. notice from the Board, to .Mr. Stewart of the 
latter . date; which he accordingly communicated offir 
cially, to the commifiary:of ftores* on the 17 th of the 
•fame, month. 

". ' By a ff udied; violation of thefe wife, falutary* and pb-. 
fitive inftitutibns, it may be made to appear, that fibres, 
to a very confiderable amount, ha ve been deficientjand 
commanded to be wrote off ] the! expenditure bf which, 
doth not /appear id any fecord, of any forifial enquiry 
into the cauies.^f That the department created by the 
Court of 'Directors, to controul i flues and difburfe- 
ments, and to be refponfible for fibres depofited,- is, 
in effect, abolifhed, apparently for 1 the purpofe of abufe, 
in all fenfes, and by all means, with impunity. § The 
oftenfible office of 'Store-keeper , is rendered irieffeftuaf, 

and 


- *f See the Store-keeper?s letter of October 177S, concerning 
cartouch-boxes, &c. and the deficiencies on the furvey in 1779, 
'abftra&cd in feveral minutes and letters in this narrative. 

jjj, See the Governor General’s minutes abflracted throughout 
,thi3 narrtive* particularly in O&ober. 1778, 25th February, 8th 
July, and 19th Augufr, 177^} and X3olon'cl W2tfon r s of. the.^A 
January 17^0. 
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a'mi ’ dfcchired lioiiir.al, 
while the foie power ol 
plications, is veiled in the perfon, who, 1 in the very 
terms 'of the confolidated charge, ought not to have 
it.‘ ; ' The Store-keeper, (a covenanted civil favant,) 
having neither the power of creating demands for 
lupplivs, nor to apply them when ilTucd. Whereas, 
the Comniiflary, in whom partiality]- has veRed the 
nfccumulatcd power before mentioned, by holding alfo 
the fccond rank and' command in the artillery corpse 
however fair and unexceptionable his condutt'arid 
character in private lift, polTeflesin this public inltanee; 
thfc incoinpatable privilege or indulgence, '.of creating 
wants, indenting for fupplics, fur ni filing many of 
them and their expenditure, if he chufes to cxercife the 
complicated vcfiiture improperly.^,; - The names and 
denominations of (tores, and the mode of keeping the 
nccompts were mutilated, feemingly for the purpofe of 
perplexing, and to counteract the orders of the Direc- 
tors, as the. means of- deception with facility, to cover 

g vand 


.. •’’'.See abftrafts of the Governor’s minutes, on the 
Oripber.iy78, .25thi-l‘*cbman% 8th July, andigth July,; 1779, 
arid.thofcof Mr. Francis, anti Mr. Whclcr in rpjdy. ' 

f The application of the’ word partiality,' has bccnjnflificd on 
many occafions. One inllance may ferve to judge of others by. 
Flints arc rated in the Storc-k'cepcr’s agency at .10 per' thoufaiid, 
and he had abundance ready to depofit when wanted; Colonel 
Green, the Commiflary was ncverthelcfs contra&ed with,;and 
he fupplicd.thcm irito.ljorc,'at the advance price of. 40. Rupees 
per thoufand. 

; i'.Scc abftra£ls from Mr; ’Francis anti Mr. Wheler's 'minutes, 
pf,8th july, and 19th Auguft 1779, 


; U’y the heads of admihiftration', 
: indents, receipts, ilfucs; and-np- 



aad.^iigmtc- i 'deficieri'cies; ; ? r Tke.;Stdrc^Iceepe^:;‘ was 
jprdered^tOi HdfiS ^jBpoka. ;in, ; "Bis ' offitie, 

f p^er 

jreceipts and ■ ex^nditiifeSj’.arid' at Vft’he ' wa$ '(tripped 
j6£.;!the,’orily; Temaining, and equally efleritial ; 'cprftrotil, 
"ivhlcli- a joint 

^tA,oyer.'tKe;ioi:^s;* Pofitive. jb'fd.ers^"^^; pointed -in-, 
^rd^ion^'werei inlra<S^ : ,. atic? '■ difobejted ' > vs:ith;' , fedni. 
temptyandrthe’co^^^ bejuftifi£d/upon 

tt^CompanySVb’wja'' record.;^ ; 'In-direi£b.;/fd : enbces,' : ‘and 
irifinuations;of difrnifllon, were.: uttered in terrore.Hf, 1 ?; jtb 
.ppvent.thei.faitbfuil difcharge of ppblic duty, and^ob- 
ftru£tipn;itd 'fay.brite^.buic ^dfeftruiStiye.jfceafurb^f'-'^rtns 
'fi&for ■aftuaVfnyite > -and 'others, jrepetrjabley xyere feiifcpijjt 
o£iftpre;(at;a..periodiof; dagger,' and; ,wjie'n : ;the :atfe£ial 
.wasiyery. incomplete) as ; totally ;'dnjer i vUealile , i ' withbtit 
Purvey *7 or; the authority , of [ the contrbuling Board, anH 
without the knowledge Or concurrence of .’the. military. , 
Storekeeper.^ • Serviceable ; arms .were lrijikeinj^nner 
.converted info lhip’s kentledge, .and ; rendered ;for. ever 

"imfemdeabie4 " 

Thefe 



■* • See th e 'fubfequc fa t abftr afta a n .this riarrativp.j 
-rj't.Seeabftrafts from minutes ia.thig narrative#. /... 

• j *' . . r - 

‘ ^ .* I . ‘ ^ I . ’ - ; 4 - 

"”$rSee>the abftraflsbf iminutes/bjr Mr.-Haftingst-thevStb July* 
*fljth Augufi-, ; and ; - September, i 779, , in , the » fubfcqucnt , 
narrative, * ' 

§..Seeabftra£tfrom Mr. Livius letter- 27 th. November, .1 7 yg.j 

' '• *. .*'.*.* *: ; !•?-> Vr*- - '/v > 

1 - * ' • f ,J/. ' ^iZj w . 

y Seethe letters of Mr. Secretary Auriol, <-Mr;«£iviusf -and 



< *9 ) 

- . Thefc .cenfutcs,. being of a.ferious. nature,., call for 

• fome evidence to fecure a decree of faith, if rt6t : accord- 
ing to the very .drift > letter ., and praftice ,of, the 'courts 
•of Jaw, in all cafes, at lead to carry, ample 'cpnviftion .to 
the minds of the public, .With .'this view, hbweyer 
.tedious it, may prove in the recital,. the only 'doftrine 
propofed, v/ill be abftrafted from the Compatiys’ okrh 
records, which wilL at the fame time ferveas a cbhciie 
■narrative of .the ftrange , proceedings, on • a fubjeft fo 
materially important to the Engliffi Eaft India. Com- 
pany- ■ 

. The general letters recited at. the beginning of this 
-enquiry, (1748, 17.73, and 1774,) Iheiv the principles 

• tin which the military . Store-keeper’s departmeht 'was’ 
.conftitutedj. diftinguifli 'the official duty . and refpon- 

• jfibility of the officer, direft the mode of keeping the , 
’ books and accompts of his office, and apply injunftiohs 

Concerning reparable and irreparable /lores, \ ' ' 1.) ’ 1 

By a regulation of the Board of Ordnance^ ,^e 1 7th 
June, 1775, to prevent inconveniences ^andTthjyedi- 
ments in the ctniffion of daily fores, the charge and re- 
fponfibility of fuch, as the Commlffary fbottld indent, far., 
and receive from the Store-keeper for tbcufeof the Commif- 
farfs office, Thai! be veiled in'the Commiffar yffilone, 
being accountable to the Store-keeper, &c. Tor the apr 
plication and expenditure of them.® . 

In the proceedings of the Board' of In(peftibn,"on 
the 2,5th September, 6th November, and 19th. Decern* 

g 2 -.v .j.ber 

-.Cl 


. See the proceedings previous to this refolution 1111748, 
X 773 ,:and 1774. ' 


(. ( v-ai ) ) 


ber, 1 7.77, it appears, that, upon -Mn HaftingV mo- 

tion, * thes orders of fthcrCoiut ;of DircdlorSy.in relation 
tosthe ■ military Store-keeper’s i dflice- ;andduty, - arc 
.^annulled, without a' pica of propriety. or expediency :ro 
i-juftify. the meafures. ->• He is particularly' commanded 
-tp/rdefifl: from keeping a journal and •• ledger. fiThc 
u Storekeeper ■ having, in dilcharge of duty 7 r ufed the 
.'freedom to> make judicious reprefentations .with 'de- 
'fercncei'and delicacy on, the 28th November; the fub- 
.jeffc thereof was referred on the 9th;Deccmbcr," to the 
Accomptant General for his opinion. 

■ >jr ! On the 22‘d January following, the Acccmptaht Ge- 
neral reported in fupport of the Storekeepers reafoning. 
ThCfimpropriety and inexpediency of u;?necefik,y:d\l'o- 
bedience, influenced the majority to yield,. upon -this 
tfccafidn, to the arguments of the minority, and the 
Store-keeper, was permitted to refume -the .ufe of- .a 
journal and -ledger in his office. - . -The Board again 
referred .10 the Accomptant General for a more perfect 
form, of . keeping the books of 'the Ordnance and’Store- 
keep'er’s offices, -in greater conformity with each. 'other, 
.byfhaving tlie fame - denomination to’ the iprincip.il iac- 
cbifiots. '• 

:.*'i’0£tober.'i778. The - military' Storc*kecpcr£ 'as'^a 
•member of: the Board of Ordnance,- entered^ minute 
and motion, concerning deficiency • , unaccounted- '' 'for, 
and pofltively refilling, without an o r der of council, to 
comply with the refolution of that Board, byivrrting off \ 
as .ij expended on fervice, 3500 cartouch boxes, . and ; di- 
-vers other articles, /aid to be loft or deficient, which 
could not be made appear to have been expended ; 
repierenting the loofe and impcrfe& .ftate of the Store- 
ffioufes and ftores, without: check or- controul ‘ and 

therefore 
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-therefore; -in. order to.obviate all future deficiencies, iii- 
; corn dtnefies, and difficulties, -he moved,- chat - a Purvey 
..of all ftores, now in (lore, be made, in order to cor- 
. red the books with the goods a&ually exifling, and ba- 
lance the. deficient accounts * by, opening; another ac- 
..count.under the denomination of; profit and iofv with 
^thc confenrj and by. the. exprcfs ;authority 'of the Go- 
vernor and Council ; : ar.d in erder that..,in: future the 
Store-keeper fhall (as in Europe) be refppnfible for all 
cfic&s committed to his charge. 

I-/., * . . r . J f 

Proceedings of the Board of Infpe&ion, 17th De- 
cember 1778, with, the.Accomptant’General's. plan for 
keeping the accounts. of the military Store-keeper ; arid 
the proceedings of the Board of Ordnance. The Board 
ordered a purvey in terms of the Store- keeper’s motion 
.on the Oftoberqc.tlie Board of Ordnance, to be 
completed .on the. 30th day of April following : and 
that, the books of the fubordinate departments be cor- 
rected and adjufted in conformity to the ftores which 
fhall adhiallv be then afeertained in ftore. And that a 
like annual furvey. fhall .be made on thegoth-of April. 
.Upon, this bccafion Mr. . Haftings, in, an elaborate mi- 
nute, difeovers his views, a partiality to the Commif- 
fary, of. ftores, and inclination to fupprefs the controul 
of- the military Store-keeper, and he committed this 
fingular declaration upon record, thus, M J am myfef lefs 
“ foli ci tons about- the books of the military Store-keeper , 
“as they are now either totally ufelefs, cr ufcful only as 
ee checks on the receipts and iffues of the Commijjhry of 
“ ftores” It merits peculiar attention, that the Com- 
mifiary: over whom this “ totally -ufelefs. check” is ac- 
knowledged to be held, is the perfon- in whofe pro- 
vince it is to receive and appropriate moft of the ftores 
ifiued, and todndent for, as well’as to. furnifh by con- 
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.traft and agency,- a cdnfiderable'paiTpf them. ** Another 
fa£t- equally notorious ih:his» minute. isv that; the .Go-' 
•yernor-General is either totally, unacquainted .with the 
nature of accounts and the. forms of: bookkeeping,; lor 
that he openly meant,' by an -exertion- of a temporary 
power, to remove' -all coritroui from- fuch : petfohs as-be. 
might favour in' future, as . well as to canc^l-pall, tr'anf- 
greffions, however injurious to the iruerefts of liis ; "eriv) 

; pldyers, and dangerous to their exigence in Alia. 

; Mr. Wheler’s ; reply to the .Governor’s.- minute, - ; 
while it difcovers a Ready and faithful .attachment; to; 
the duties of the.truft repofed'in- him,' fhews’bim alfo, 
to haye a clear idea of books and account^ as ‘well as ; 

; of the real fpirit of the orders of . the Court of Direftors,, 
and. the utility, - "as well as neceflity,;of lo fcnTible "&,* 
controul throughout the . feveral civiiand > military de? f 
; partments ; and generally approved the mode of .', the, 

- Store- keeper’s 'bPoks, as eflenfial forthofe purppfes}- 
although bill capable of further improvement.^ 

. The, proceedings of the Board' of Infpedhion, 25 th 
February,. 1 779, with a letter -from the military Store-, 
keeper, dated 23d current, complaining that, the <Oomf[ 
miflary.of. bores .had refufed obedience to the ; order; 
of. the-Board, for affixing a lock and key. to the boi;e- 
■ rooms. according to cuftom, , b'ecaufe, “yXhat 'the /#«> 
c ‘ ccipis and ijfuee ofjlores in the department, are iiot .}?** 

. ■ pdated by any particular time. of ibe day” ,-Thc 

Store-keeper jubifies the complaint upon ; principles 
equally, confiftenr,. irrefutable,-, and official. The re- 
fufal on the other part, with the -fubfeqUent language 
of.Mr. Habings, in vindication and. fupport bf tbe 
Gommlflary’s independence, favour brongty: of: a col- 
lufjon incompatible with their relpective duties to the 

Company. 
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Company. ' The Gbyernor prppofes, 'with -a" Angu- 
larity peculiar only 1 *tb , ihis ; bwri fagacity, impenetrable 
(he •fuppofcs) to; all others, \ u ' That each ftore-houfe 
‘Vfhali: . bv'feparatcly furveyed,: arid that during tbYcst- 
* ‘ 'nminaih v,- v t h e military Stble-keeper may place : His 

key upon ihtpariieulay' florc-lioufe, immediately under 
“ examination^ end injtantij thereafter to be ' taken 
off!' ■ ' 

Thus, according, to Mr. Haftings-s mode of furvey, 
if -nova's necefiuiry to conceal deficiencies^ nothing could 
be more, brity and dimple than to remove fibres' frobi 
the'; lior'-hnu fe ; s already furveyed^' into, any other that- 
remained lodj'e furveyed, as' the Commiffary poffefied 
«// ‘power, except over, that immediately under e'xaminct- 
thrii ' It is-aftonifliing, that the open falacy of fuch' 4. 
meafuj-e, did not occur, even to the. authors* as it 
coiild not poflibly- efcape their opponents, although 
delicacy may have reltraincd the .application by lan- 
guage, to defeat it. 

‘ The, Governor in a fubfequent minute on the ' fame 
day,';in\'feply tb' Mr. Wheler and Mr. '. Francis, 1 oty 
ftinately';perfifi:s in the meafure, and fays,’! “'That 
“ He objefts to Mr. Whcler’s motion, requiring 'two 
“.dock's to/be! continued on 7 each’, (lore, a's"\vel{’ 'after 
“■as;tf«ri»gthe examination, e. the- Stb re- keeper’s 
“lock* .arid -.the. Commifiary’s lock, ; as mutual checks^ 
ct becaufe,. (the Governor .alledges) the motion of Mr. 
“ WHeler is; 'made? without a reference to the reafbn's 
<e: which indiicedV.the ^Boardto place the fuper-inteft.- 
“ i'daricy' in n the! fort,' under the; immediate charge -.bf 
<t, ‘the*Commiflary.bf ftorcS ; ahd.becaiife‘iie cqnfidere.d. 
“ -Mr. £,ivitis : J ( 'the military Storekeeper )“' aHn^ffettf 

’ ZTQLLI/f 
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“ z ccntfafidr for, fores, and wiSfere-keeper, although' 

'! that title beitill allowed him of cwhefy” 

- J4r, Whthr v imahfwer to the governor’s j5r# minute, 

• moved “ for the.furvey of each, appartment fcp'aratcly, 

“ 2 nd. that the military Store-keeper, and cqmmiffary of 
“ jftcres fliouldr/£wr<?//)’ entertain locks, and . ; .keys pa 
** iccb appartment, as well after, as during the intire: 
“examination, agreeably to the original eftabliffiment 
‘f of the two 'offices. /. e. .That 'the two-locks and keys 
“ be kept upon each Store-room ; one ke} 5, to be kept 
■** by' the .Com mi Gary’s Circar*, and one by the mili- 
ci tarv- Store-keepers.” 

- Mr. Francis concured in opinion with Mr. Wheler, 
and . added, “ that the military Store- keeper was the 
“ natural and .Official check . over the expenditure of 
“ ftores by the Commiflary. That- he had uniformly 
■“ disapproved very much of removing that check, by 
** depriving the military Store-keeper of a lock and^ 
“ key upon the ftores, as other methods might have 
“ betn taken to facilitate the difpatch or bulinefs,rfup- 
u p.ofing the joint truft to have been a : caufe,of fome - ' 
“ occasional delay, therein.” 

* * ? 

And t in reply, to' Mr. Haflings’s.. fecond minute, 
Mr. Francis fays, ** that the alteration in queftion (or- - 
“ dering the temporary application; of a fecond lock and 5 
-“'key) was made by the Board .of .Ordinance,, .which 1 
“ had not the authority, to repeal am alteration mad£. by 
“government. '.-That; he..could.-not agree, that the in- 
” dulgence allowed the military Store-keeper, and to 

“•the 


* By Ci rear is meant, a Hindoo writer* 
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“ the other heads of offices to fupply a part of. the ftores 
** in their refpeftive departments, vacated their offices. 
" That if the 'military Store-keeper barf any com cm in the 
* f expenditure of the fores, the indulgence would have been 
“ highly improper. He had none. But as the military 
Store-keeper ought to have a check, upon that perf on who 
“ has the expenditure of the fores , and over whom there is 
“ atprefent no contrail., That with refpedt to the fupply 
‘‘of ftorcs, by. the heads of offices, and by the;. military 
“ Store-keeper in particular, it was a meafure ftrpngly 
.“recommended by the Governor General hjmfclf, 
“for reafons which did then, 1 and do now : appear 
“to him (Mr. Francis) to be folid and uri- 
anfwerable.” 

, > 

t r . * . ,* 

Mr. Wilder , in further reply to the Governor 
.General’s fecond minute, defired, “ That. the refolution 
“ of the Board of Ordnance, the 17th June 1775, be 
“ entered, in order to fhew, that the refponfibility of 
“ fuch ftores only as- che Commiflary fhall in future 
“ indent for, be intruded to him alone. Hence,' he 
“ concluded, that {lores not indented, for, and not 
“ immediately in demand, were to remain in, the 
“ arfenal, under the united charge of the Commiffary, 
“ and the military Store-keeper. That he was con- 
vinced the refolution would go no farther, and on 
“ that ground- only, would He accede, to it. That he, 
“ at the fame time; maintained the propriety; of .his 
former. propofuion, r. that all fiores,, not. falling 
under that defeription, ! be again returned to .'the 
“ charge of both offices.” 

Tae Governor General and Mr. Bay well, having 
three, votes between them, carried in favor of the 
Governor’s motion, and the Commifiaries indepen- 

h dance. 
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dance, and abfolut.c potyef over, all the Ordnance rind 
military ftores whatfoeyert'- 

‘Proceedings at : the * Boardvof Tnfpcfttbti on the 
8 th of July 1779* Thet Governor Gkneral jcxprcficd 
in, pointed terms, , his fixed diflatisfaftiorrat 1 the pre- 
tenfiohs , of:-, the -.minority .in' fupport of the military 
Stores keeper’s light tb':controul : thb Com miliary of 
ftores and Jiis determined pbtjaofc,' not to (offer, "tinder 
any pretence* .the check conffiiutionally ctteblifhed in 
■the military Store-keepery- by' the cuftody bf another 
key on the (tore-houfesj in the 'courfe of his. oppo- 
sition* 'hfe aclvahces as : a neiV doftrine, ‘V That the title 
fl of : military i Store-keeper , which Mr. Livitts • orighlally 
* chore, with yhe afiual. charge, implied by it, but which 
“rfrO'pi. a tehdernefs to hub has been fujfercd-' to remain , 
•** although the charge - was removed, has Jttrnifbed hiin 
tc with 'grounds for 'various pretenftohs. That in'cffeft, 
bg is-tiot ihe'military Storc-ktepcY. The only [ubjlittitidl 
connexion -that he has' with that office, by dis appointment 
tl of the Board is as [a contf attar for Jlorcs , and iH ihdt- 
** chard filer, -he is the laft perfon in the fervicc, whom 
fyjhti" Board fhculd- chiife 4 d.'be‘ ‘a- chick ■ '•uWi the 
Gommiffary ” 


KnrLfetf.it be decided by any difuVtereftcd peffon, Whether' 
:Maj 6 r /Green, to whbm the ftores- are -ifibed : rw ‘bis 
■militHry; cdpactiy\ who indents for, and expends ithe fibres 
in ihejniliiary capacity , and who'is'-alfo'a cb’ntrdttoy fori 
jpf$&fhatiufaBur.er. of. many capital articles; is hoc lefs 
Qualified to aft as a Commiflary, * thah Mr. -•Liviu’s, 
;(;fim'ply .afcivil covenanted fervant) is to aft as'a v Store- 
€eejMr,^«and- whether: the Governor’s'in finuations," do 
"not diceftly. r?tehd to intimidate' Mr; JUivius’ -fro hit lie 

. due • 
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due exercife'.of^the" duties' a n d r cl a ini s -' i n h ereht inVHis 
office, to avoid the threatned'difmiffidri.?' ; 

• ' \ « 

1 ^Proceedings .atlthe-Bpard;: of*; •InlpeiSion^pii>the 
| 9 tl>\Au gtift-x 7 jg . r (ThciGovernor con tin ties to 1 puff 
fue : his favorite •; •maxim', of 'favoring-his. favorite's^ 
againft' allboppofition, and by ; all manner of megnsi 
with a {vehemence; and:.; warmths which denounced dif- 
miffion-iand- vengeance on.; tbofej .whofe <prbbity ' and 
fidelity; were accidentally thruft:as ‘Rumbling- blocks to 
qbftruiSt the rapidity , of his career.' 

-oq-'C -;'' 1 Vv v :!i '■ \' f 

v^(The. Governor .acquaints .-.the .Board* <e That he^waS 
‘‘.this morning informed by the Commifiary of '.fibres 
**>. that he had delivered his report to. the .‘Board: of 
Ordnance; and that Mr. LiviusV locks - 
f e , mained -affixed to ^he.ftore-rooms. 'That hey tfiere^ 
‘^fore, moved, Livius be peremptorily^of* 

*Kdered to. remove them -, and that the. (ole - charge' - of 
“Jhe^ < jlore~rooms be left with the -Commiffary ^ of 
*Jores”'. y 

•v-'}.- . •■•■: ‘ J: 

• .The .Commander in ' Chief, Sir Eyre Coote? agreed, to 
the Governors motion. " 

- rjiWh Wheler. referred' the Board to 1 the politive in- 
junctions .contained' in the general letters of i^th jurie, 
ir74Sj :7.th;. April 1773, and 7th January, 01774;^^ 
Obferving. jn conclufion* how. itnpojftble be 

" fo r :o dbel .Store-beeper to. comply:' with-' their' ‘order, 
dheffieys ynhicbrcbiifiitute _ this truft' are 'delfy'e fed 
%folely ; _to_z the v. charge df another .5- : but ihat'i fp'thp 
*fBoqr,d, think pnp.er to fei ajide , both the -of decs' of the 
“■Court of , BireSlor'si. and -the" regular official ~plan <: 'ef 

.h 2 carrying. 



i'?i' 'r.uV. .. 


« 5 | carrying:,: their orders into ' execution, ''they 1 ?/&# • anfibtr 
«f the canjefiiencesdf 


SVTh t,. \Goverrio'-n General, fin reply 9 , : . hiiriiiteS ^thus, 
£ whatever the Company's orders mdy.prejcribe^ in [this 
■ c : cafe., howfvtr. fiecejjary dt. 'may ‘be p the. fitdre-kecpcr, 

\yjhon/d rhave\ a joint. :charge.‘pf the Jiores with thTCbtitr 
\y.mffa-,y,)fiillit [would., be ; highly ■impropef upon f the “pre- 
" fent qccdfion , to allow, it fin. difobedience. t o [fa pofit'ive 
te order of the -Board, which inuft' firfi be. repealed, before 
V ftich i .a: regulation, can : take place ”§-—Th.z. Governor 
again .ftiles.Mr; • Li vms^f'ffhe contra Stop offfiqfesf for 
Sheris no Store-keeper” And in addition to his 'former 
.indciori»! he defires,: that Mr. Lmus[mdy[bcjal!ed[upbn . 
e f:agaUr 9 . to inform [the Board of the. f eafons fbhyfhis, locks , 
c ‘ drefiillhipon-thfe fibre-rooms., ■..fiibdfihaifwhen the. Board 
Vjhdll have received his ■anfwer, fhiy.fwillfthenfjudfc,. 
*A ' whether he. has, or has not , 'been. guilty offa, difobedience. 
of :theif. orders”] 


IMri'J Francis obferved-, “that, the military, {Scorer- 
■ * 6 .;he'eper; had not (in his idea)difobeyed the, orders ’of 
“' the' BoaVd, “becaufe does hot appear that be .could 
u have obeyed' them fooner,” 



§ How feverely the Governor lafhes himfelf whofe difobedi- 
;ence, and , repeated violation of orders^ fet the dangerous 
example to all'theinferipr fervan'ts P.Does notthe fame argument 
hold more powerfully 'againft the. violation of 'the or'defs’of the 
'Objurt. of Direftofs, by the eftablifhmentof.theorder in'queftion, 
"without waiting . for the repeal of the original order 'in' Le'aden- 
; .hall-ftreet. 



- M‘.JVbeler declared, that' he would not juftlfy any 
i /regularity . again ft this Orders of "the Board. 1 ' He', 
finifhes a very.’ fenfible and faithful rriiriUte,' ih'thefe 
words, “ If, as the 'Governor-General fays, Mr. Livius 
* e is the Cbntr'aftor of ‘Jlores, and no Store-keeper , .•* fythe 
“ fame propriety of argiimnf, Major" Green, tiffing like : 
<e .wife in the fharaEter of a Contra flori has -as little preten- 
“ tioiis to the foie charge ofthejlores, and has '.as little 

right to the title of Conmiffary of fores', ' as Mri Libit fs 
<c has to that of military Store-keeper . 

. The Governor-General's minute, in September .1779, 
in council, " on the fubjedt pf .Mr. Belli’s contraft rfor 
victualling Fort WilHanii gave; birth tofrelh charges 
and infiriuations againft, and inveftigations of the office 
of military Store-keeper.’ Although the contrail under 
confideration did not bear the molt remote affinity,' or 
. limilitude in : ariy fenfe whatever, to the military iS tore- 
keeper’s appointment and duty, ■ yet the Governor 
bavin gtheunperifhable feed pf refentment implacable 
tonfthe one fide, and partiality on the other, towed in 
a* -fertile' 1 mind, -levelled a moft illiberal, and unjuft 
’blow at Mr. Livius,’ and through him. at Mr. Francis, 
•in tnefe violent terms. ** Mr. Livius has an Agency, 
<s with 1 5 per cent on articles rated by forme?;, charges of 
•** Commijfaries, of courfe, greatly above the real coji” 
•And in continuation, he adds, * f Mr. Livius is profejf 
- ec edly patrionized by Mr. Francis,, who pajfes his- tills, 
& and nine dr ten Lacks paid to him, a'eyet unaccounted 

7C /or. M - 

. ox, . 

On this occafion Mr. Haftings’s Indian moderation 
abandoned '.him, or he wittingly yielded = the ; truth a 
facrificej ; to : convift himfelf of a falfhood ; and - in 
fpecial terms avowed his own infidelity, in’ the- jdif- 

charge 




van cage ^^oii-the purchafe, , t^e Agept >yas^o,hav« > 
?''"c6‘riTimiffion\6r per cent, ; nqt upop ; the, real -ic.Ofti 
pf :; purcKdfe' price,:.. but 'upon '.the colt and/ advance,- 
cbnjbirftly?- 


' l Mr. Francis' jprpcured,-. both, for himfelf .and. <;thc ' 
Store- h£e per, ample Tatisfa&ionj in ,-the’f fequel* ;.whidi : - 
forb'ecT, 1 Mri' Haftihgs tp [reiriffa .hisf; malignant declara- ‘ 
tidn, -and to. -idinute the-r'etraftion. upon- the fjice.pf a j 
public 1 r rccord. 


-Mn’-Fiftincis navjng oce.n, apieni . ior acaiui, ; .wpjrn 
iVld' :C Haftings'' raflily charged .him . with . conniving ,jn 
Mf.—Liyius’s imaginary: peculations, i an tb.fc 'poffcfliov 
of i large-'Juins 1 tinaccou)!tedfpr-* Hc ; replied to that! part 
ofe th’e : Goyern6r’s' minute, by., letter, . dated Hpughly 
the” 2Ld r - ^)f : ’ October* '1775, . .thus,., the/, Governor 
c ‘ "GeHeril’s. minute'' was. tranfmitped to me this morning. 
‘‘ If'-recrimination , does' not imply an,admtffipn v of the 
charge, ufr if. ’certainly is' no. defence , again ft it.. I 
“ ca ,Qn°.t allow, that. one jabufe - is juftified,. by -another. 
“ ^br-am-I--- bound to anTwer. any ,pBje< 5 tions, J( whether 
*' y^£:hr 'nbtj to. the A.ge n,c y. of ;.fto re s . h el d ] - py .-■ M r. 
*| Governor General and .Mn Baytyel)> 

“ Jj^'f 3 ^ a .f’^u. c h concern in, giving it.to himj^ds I 
** ■ .^:tT : liable. to' ahufe,. why, is it n ot , co r - 

“ feftcd'? J If his ’profits' have been too gr^at, ; ^hy bavp 

** ^e^-*ndt-hera^ reduced ? . . .Mr-. Idafttngs^nd ,-^/Ir. 
** hSve /had abfolute : power, in ‘their hands for 

' jV: ‘‘ three 





•v~ 





tbar'% is" of \ 'C 6 rnm[(faries\ " of . iotirfi 'greatly above tbe^ 
* Ure'a l ' If ; the ;affertitin:*wcre true .in. terms, , it? 

*^remriin$ : td be; explained,; even ^pri^tHe. principle of ■ 
f* 'precedents^ how the 1 giving i‘/j per cent to one' agent, - 
.^jxiftihes- the giving jib per cent to>ri‘othe'r.. •Meflieursa 
“• Rdbirtfon; 'Kilicarf, and Crofts* "7repqrted‘that5twentyo 
Wperxtnf per annum , would Be a iealonable commiffipn? 
‘‘‘.to Mr. Belli. Mr. Haftirigs and Mr. Barw'ell, he- 
“ verthelefs gave him. thirty.' — With refpe&.to the mHi- 
■*«':tary StPrV-Tteeper’s boBk bf' rate's, - the fa£t. is,uthat 
“ it Was formed by the late'Cbionel Dow, With the ap r 
^probation • of ’ the Board of Ordnance ; not .by thi 
“ former charges of'ibt Gomnifpiries, butby an ..enquiry 
“. into the aftual Bazar prices of that period. Whether 
“ Mr. Liyius gains or lofes by thefe rates, is unknown 
<tc tp:me}' I believe that occafionally he may do both* 
“Srior? does if concern the fervice in queftion*’.,. it js 
Fatd*vJ* f, that 'Mr.;’ Livius is profeffedly patronized .by- 
‘‘HtheV’ i 'recommended him to the office of. military 
“'Store-Tceepery and t will maintain him inVthe^ juft 
‘flight belonging to \t 3 on the fame principles oil yvbicjt 
“ •'TfJsoitldvifiJt on bis performing tlx duties, of it . , , ..Thus 
‘far my-pitrorcage of Mh/Xivius- had .extended.” - _> 

“ Butit is now laid, that I pdfs bis bi//s,;the^afferr 
<f ^ion ds ic ftands exprefledy rrlay be fu'ppofed .notifo 
** be}a\rhift‘akB. ; The Governor well knows. that;, I 
* l rqflgried . the employment of ''C<^ifdUer..pf. the. Offices^ 

“ from* the end of December J.7.7S y arid, that Jthave 
4 * repeatedly - Urged to Jiim the tteceffityipf requeuing 

ioriie other- Member bf the Bohrd, to undertake- i? 
<f frdm '-that "peripd. 1 Places of influence ,and profits* 
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tc are not: often fo eafily : relinquifhed.? . If. the*ac- 
* e . counts of the public, offices, ' have not firice, been ex-, 
f'a’mined, the Governor General, .1 prefume, will 
.“ affign his reafons for it to the Company.; Neither 
st is it true, ;that I . even paffed Mr. .LiviuVs bills 
f c jn the fenie plainly implied by the ' Governor! 
“They were coriilantly examined by Mr.'. Baugh and 
his affiftant, with the utmoft^ftriftnefs, before they 
c * came to me for their final confirmation. • My diary 
■?. e is before the Court of Dire&ors.. It . was not .poffi- 
* & ble therefore, . that 1 could favor Mr.* ;Livius> or 
“ any..' body. elfe, unlefs Mr. Baugh and. I ?.6ted in col- 
lufioni- . I defire that he may. .be .examined : at the - 
>“ Board,- upon his oath, and in my abfcnce, • concerning 
** the manner in which I executed my part of the exa- 
“ mination i and I. .moil earheftly requeft of Mr. 

Wheler 


■,* to £hew the jealoufy of- potver, and the evils confequential 
thereof, the following detail will evince. „ M r F ran ci s , asyoungefl 
M ember of Council, had been nominated from the beginning,' to 
Examine the accounts of contradlors, . agents, offices, and general 
.dilburiements, and to controul all expenditures whatever, .under 
the denomination of comptroller of tlx offices, which duty he regu- 
larly performed weekly. . Sometime after the appointment and 
arrival of Mr. Wheler^ whofe official duty, ' as jomgejl Member ± 
it then became, Mr. Francis then relinquifhed it at Chriftmas 
1 7 / 3 , and moved at the board to name the fucCeflor. His refigna- 
tipn was received, but no fuccclTor appointed. . In about a month 
he .renewed the motion, it was flighted.- In a further time, 
hepropofed the nomination of Mr. Wheeler, as yotnigejt Member, 
it was once again neglefted. And upon a fourth peremptory 
propofition to the fame effeft, it was objected to by. Mr. Haftings, 
.with a frank avowal, *f that it nvas conferring too popular a power in 
** an individual,” and it was over-ruled, in which flate the dif- 
burfernents ftill continue, without any controul or. examination, 
not even by the whole board.- 
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«* AVheler to mSkb’ h''motioti‘in mvTaehalf tothis-ef- 
*‘fe£t, iit the next 'Board of Inipectlon. 1 1 will 'leave 
«* it to Mr. Haftings and Mr. : Barwell; to put fuch 
• c qiicftions to hint as they think fir. It would be 
<f much beneath nit to' make any other reply to the 
* c conclufipn evidently meant to be drawn from the 
* r fuppofed fact, \f iny p'ajfwg Mr: Liviufs biik s blit 
** that I receive it as' it deferves. ' ■’ 


. Again It is afierted,' KC fhat lHnt fir ten 'Lacks', thus 
“■ piiiil to Mr. 1 'Livitts , nre'yetiihacUunted-fcr. I do not 
. ce know, what the amount of the Military. Storc- 
“ keeper’s difbiir foments may be fin'e'e December' laft, 
** "having ho tbricCrh in the examination of his ' ai> 
u 'counts. The Secretary Has the monthly accounts 
before him, and I defire lie will Hate the amount, 
“ during that period, in this plate, (by the fetretary it 
* c - was filled up,) curreht R'tipCcs 4 lacks, 13, 965, 13, : 5 
“ the Military Sto're-keeperis accounts of I11S difburfe- 
“ ments • being given in ' to him, , every. . month, 
“ and a balance ftruck before. lie receives a further 
.«* allowance for the enfuing month. - It cannot truly 
be faid, that the fums he received fince December 
:*«. laft, arc unaccounted -Br. Tf his accounts are' not 
* * '■ eSairiihed; i t is iibf his Tdiilt. 


■ t{ Any perfdn unacquainted with the trdfifil&ibh of 
,« bufinefs in the Military Store-keeper’s office, and 
« who _ faw only in what circumftances, and with 
<< what apparent view, it is afierted, that .9 or. jo Lacks 
' ««. thus paid to Mr. Livius fince December laft, are 
« yet unaccounted for, would naturally conclude, that 
« this : money was .all on account of his agency, .for 
“ the provifion of Military Stores. For if it were 
« not fo, the companion between his fuppofed profits, 

i and 
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Cl andthofe of - Mr. Belli, (to lheltdr Avhich, -Mr. : Li- 
vius’s name, and ofEce, y . are' manifeftly 'introduced) 
f* proves nothing* and .falls .to . the ground.- . , Now -the 
‘.‘ fatt is, that the greateft part of the monthly fums 
“ iflfued to Mr. Livius* are advanced to him 'as Mi - 
Ct Ithry Store-keeper , not as agent . • Out of thefe he .pays 
“ his own office charges by a fixed cftablijhment j ; the 
te efiablifimcnt of the Commiflary’s Office, -.with- the 
cc price of all the articles furnifhed by Lieutenant 1 Go- 
ec ' lonel Green by contrast j the price of all the powder 
tf furnifhed monthly, by the powder ContraStor ; and 
“ many other contingencies. In the management bf 
tc .all thefe difburfements, the . Military Store-keeper 
• cC phys as fall: as he receives, and has no profit. whatfo- 
“ ever, not even that' of having a,fum of public money 
“ for a fhort time in his hands. It is a faft,-' not'un- 
“ worthy of notice in’ this place, that all the other 
“ heads .of offices receive .their monthly advances, 
e ‘ twenty days before the Military Store-keeper.does, 
te owing to fome difficulty of adjuftment, between 
• ct him and the Commiflary, by which in this refpeflr, 
“ they both fuffer.” 

“ The following fettlement, which I have defired the 
et Secretary to fill up, will fhow what proportion the 
c< foregoing difburfements bear to the total amount of 
advance to the Military Store-keeper fince De- 
f‘ ccmber laft.” 


jjTot^l 


C 3?: ) 

-V.'i» .Total-iatnount' ,of advance to the Store-rkeepef, 
from January' i 779, inclufiver,'..r ; f. : . 

R AP; 

- i . Current Rupees 4,42,105:7:6 

■•i.'-'ap Amount of Military - 
Store-keeper’s office char-.. R . : , 
gespfr.eftablifhment 6.899: 8: 

Amount' of money,' ■ ■" > 

paid ;to ■ Lieutenant Co- * 
loflel ri Green,' for cftar- • \ v.Yv - . ‘ 

ges-. of. .office, and - for . • ■‘-IPv.r- 

Supplies. -t.-- V6, -321: .y:*;?,-' 

■r -.4.. : Amount .of the • . > 

Powder Contra&or’s bills 

paid.r.. [■'. ; • - - 1,24, 605:1 5:. 9 

. r.v fit .^Amount of. all ^ - • ' 4 

other contingent charges •. { •* / 

.paid.t -f--* * • • 1^22, .116: 2*16 

.rV'd ■’ — 7 

i pifburfements, with- r ; ! 

out benefit, to the Store- . 

keeper. ;j . . ’ .2,69, 943: 1: $ • 

• .-Difference being. for 

fupplies by v the Store- .... 

..keeper. 1,72, 162- 6: -3. 4,42,105:7:6 


. ..In' cohfequerice' of a motion fent in .circulation, by 
Mr. Wheeler, at the requeft of. Mr. Francis, Mr. 
Baugh attended the Council Board on the 1 ft Novem- 
ber 17 79. The* Governor-General declined to put 
queftions in the mode prefcribed, thinking it irregular, 
and alledging, that fo unimportant did he confider Mr, - 
Francis’s' laft minute, .which regarded three capital of-, 
fices very materially, “ that he find not even given it an 

i 2 i l intire 
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“ inti# per ufal, although he hafcit byjjjm fpKfaficf'tisne* 
Whereupon Mr. Wheeler, after, exprefling the difa- 
grfeable talk,. which .the Governor’s' declining .itf: had 
.pvit-pn.him, ,o£ ^ afking -,ani jygrs jJJbfeifie .queries ;from 
Mr* "Baugh, and. then ! r .dcliyer<ed; , fhe rfe]|px?ing. quef- 
tionsV- 
/ * ■? * 

" Quejiion -ijl. “..Whether it is.-npt ypurodut.yy; as af- 
.‘ £ ,Jiltant-to ; the. Comptroller. o£ the offices, to ^examine 
“the monthly accounts .of each 'office, before, they . are 
.“ feen by the Comptroller, and; to fprpifh him with 
e 5 .whatever , ; remarks ; may ~ have occurred ,to. r you 
thereon.” 

,**; , i. I. 

- /•’ '\*l •••'•. 

■Mfiaer<. “ ^Preparatory ...to. the Comptroller’s exami* 
riing . the accounts of; the offices, they . have always 
“ been examined by my affiftant, JTol far. as.r.efpedted 
f? their calculation:. and addition; after. which^ttHfiy 
]**• haVe been -.compared by me with the vouchers' de- 
“ livered with them. I have- tlien t compared ■ filch 
charges as were eftablifhed, with the fixed eftablifh- 
ments, alfo fuch charges/fpr ftorcs provided by cort- 
‘f-tratt, or. by agency^ with the terms of. the different 
“ engagements, for thofe Supplies. •• and ' if .upon;’ this 
‘S examination; I : have difeoyered any deviation from 
“ cither, I gave. pointed- them out to the Comptroller, 
“ who has either immediately deduced - the .difference, 
“ or applied to the head of that department, whole ac- 
“ counts were under examination for. an expl'ana- 
“ tion. ?i 

i * - * j <* ( - ■* ■ 

. Quejiion id. cc Whether- you have not conftantly 

*. c < done lo ? 

. ! - 

* From 3a uctoberto 1 It November, being. ?g days. .. 

Anfwcr 
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Anfwcr. a Yes, I have.” 

• 'Qteejliw “ Whether you have ever obferved, 
that Mr. Francis in examining the accounts of the 
5‘ Military Store-keeper, orof any other of the public 
ff offices, or in paffing their bills, or in any. other in- 1 
‘ c ftance whatever, has favoured the Military Store- 
«* keeper, or any other perfon* or has ever'fuffercd an 
if error or overcharge in his or their accounts} -rbpafs 

tf without correction and cenfure ? 

. . ■ . _ / 

' Governor General * e I beg that Mr. Baugh- may- be 
*.* difpenfed from anfwering that third question. If 
5 s there is a neccfllry for it, it is highly.improper, on 
“ many accounts, confidering the wide difference' be- 
V tween Mr. Baugh and Mr. Francis, that he Ihiould be 
♦.* ' obliged to anfwer to fuch a queftionf I do not re- 
colic ft what words of wine have given occafion for it, 
f* hut ij I have made ufe of any, which either dire ftly lay 
5 * fitch a charge to Mr. Francis's' account,^ or imply it, ;1 ' 
“retraft. them, without accounting at this time, 'for the 
« e .manner in which any fuch cxprcjjions may- have .'ejtaped 
<l me, as they are tmv ititirely out' of iny-'memiy*. The 
objeft of the quejlion therefore is removed .' 

■ ‘Mcr Francisi <c I am fatisfied; an'ddeffre-tnequei- 

tion may, be waved; • , 

- * 

Qaeftion-^th. ct To what point of 'time, have ; the 
“ Military Store-keeper’s accounts been examined, and 
**■ palled by the Comptroller ? - 

\ ' r ' * * " 1 

Anfwer. “ To the end of December 1778. 

“ What is the intire amount of thc.fe-r’ 
¥■ ’vcral monthly fums ififued to him from the treati- 
n'. 
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: - Ai'Jkocr, tl The advances made; to the;. Military (Stbre- 
** : keeper from 'the Treafurjrj- 'between -the i janu- 
“Oiary,' . and goth of September, 

‘'./current ROpeef, • 4,24^0065 . but : in this* fumipis^not 
“ included;. :his .advance on account of September, ‘-be- 
ing 42,000 ■ Rup'eeSv" beciivile it- did /'nob -'.'pafs -the 


“ Board in time to be iflufed during - ' that' ihbnthi The 



•keeper’: 

f‘ mount. was not.received.’tilTthe 6th of thedaft men- 
“;;&bned.. month';: /.In -Mr.-.-Erancis ‘ minute of'Jthe *zdi 


‘‘■lO&obef* the amount 'Ofitbe'advnnces- iffued/fo the’ 
‘f -..Military. Store- keeper to the end of A uguft,. is-ftateB 
‘tiby nie . at -current Rupees,-- 4^42, 105:7 :6, 'but V.iD : is 
“^proper to- remark, that in .'this. Turn , is' ihcluded'-tht? 
‘f,Tmonthly ;payments • made-, to* him : by 'Mr*. -Robert 
Stuart, ‘-.on -account of .the hew powder 'works," and 
<c . his .receipts for ready' money fales;” 

t- : ! . . 

VQu-JMotrGtb. ' tl Has the Military Store-keeper deli-' 
‘V-vered'^in : his monthly accounts 5 regularly- to. the 
“-Comptroller’s office, fince December Jaft ? 


Anfaier: <c Yes, to the end ot .September,'.' 

• ' • . • - • \ - 

.4 » - • ^4. .« f 

-Governor General. ct I defire; to put the two follow- 
“ing queftions to Mr. Baugh.”* 

I \Jl. “ Have Mr. Livius’s accounts’ ever appeared 
“ before' theBoard ? * : ''■■■ r ‘ •; 

zd t c< What 
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^\'±d'V (c ' AVhat die .amount of Mr. Liviu s’s ' receipt 
f‘ and d ilb* } r fc men ts, Tfro m , t h e time, he.firft Had charg; 
‘‘ .ni the prejent office; to the date of my minute i e 
“ September ? n 

“ If Mr. Baugh cannot nnfwer the laft of thefe quefti- 
ons from his own official knowledge, I defire him 


a 

1 C 


to obtain proper official information to. complcat his 
“ anfwcu. * r - 

shifwcr to tfo Governor's \fi ^tteftioni] ] v 
' “ They never have appeared before the Board. ■ It 
41 was not the intent of the regulation,’ conftitnting (1 the 
“Comptrollers office, that they ftiould be laid. Before 
‘‘ the Board;” 


* ; ‘.Ditto to thczd.'y. 

Not having the ticceflary materials in my pbfieffion 
et for furniffiing the account required by the Governor-;- 
f c General, I applied for it to the Military.. Store* 
** keeper, and beg'J^ave to lay before the Board, '{the- 
“ following Abftracfj which I have in ■ confequence 
ct received from him, of his receipts anddifburfementsV 
ff from April, 1775, to September, .1779, inclufive.’*-' 

** The . receipts . amounting to, current Ru- 
pees* . •' . - - 23 ,t15,o7^:i'3:3 

“ The difburfnicnts,' to, ' - - - . 23ii6,78.3 ;'i.3 / 

. • ..i . . • «, • . 

■ ■ > • .# , ».c** 

tc Balance advanced by, andduev’^ o. 

« to the Score- keeper,® . . - 


t ■ > 1 1 ' * * 

* This balance of 708 Rupees and 4 Annas in favour of the 
■Military Store-kecper, differs. Materially, from-. Mr. > Haftings’s 
charge of his havinp nim> nr tpn lacks of RuDties inr his ■fiantls^ 
unaccounted for. . - 


X ) 


Mr.-'Livius •'Was .appointed to the office of Mi -1 
“ lidrp Store-keper, on the iotHof , March, • 1 7 7.5^ 
“ and the Governor’s -Minuter is dated mJSeptember* 


tc 


I 779v. 


: ■/“ I; think it proper to [acquaint the Board,, that. mV 
f*. application for this .account, • wquld rHave .been .mad? 
•Mo, the A ccomptant -General, and not to the J^iHt’ar^ 
“Store- keeper^ could the former, have.finifhed ftfeom- 
.“.plettv -But theGeneral Books,, being balanced only 
to the. 30th of April, - 1 7 7 *S> -- it could .not. have been 
prepared from them .to a period fubfequent to that 
“time. -I Believe alio, that the Entries .in ihe Ge** 
“ ncral Books,- -are^djufted from the- Abftraflts of the 
“receipts and .difBurfements fupplied to .the Accomp- 
“ tant-Geherai, by the heads of the different pjfHces. , ’ t j 




. To (Hew,, as well the truth of the fadis alledged in 
their .deepeft colours, as their dangerous cpnfequerices, 
throughout tlie deliberate train of abufes: : T\vo recent 
tranfaClidns carry ah afpedt, which, .unite, -the links' to 
render the chain of circumftarices, as ednvidtive,- as if is 
confident with moral probability to obtain, until time, 
in the courfe o( his revolutions, fhall develope, thofc 
my ft cries, which are yet obfured from, general know- 
ledge, and only committed in mutual .confidence to 
the principal performers. 


. When a furvey was made of the fibres in the 
grand arfenai and ftorc-TOoms lall year, amongft many, 
"a deficiency appeared, of 21,979 Hands of arms, 
and 40,047 bayonets; the chief part of which, ftocnl 
oh the Stcfc-kct pcr’s booksi as ccmpleat and r.czv, and 
as ftt'iictiiUe . — r -As there appeared, biitjrom ten, to 
eleven thoufaud (lands in the grand magazine, where 

the 



C 4* ) 

the Company intended that there fhould never be left 
than forty thoufand, which number, they imagined 
Were then actually in ftorej a number fcarce adequate 
to the troops entertained by the Piclidcncy of Bengal 
alone;— —So alarming a deficiency, at fo critical a 
period, when all India as well as Europe were in 
motion, apparently with hoflilc defigns agamft Britain> 
it could not fail to excite fuch an aflonilhment, as 
produced an enquiry j when it appeared that without 
the leave of the Board of lnfpedlion or the Board of 
Ordnance, and without the concurrence or knowledge 
of the military Store-keeper, thole arms were fent by 
the Commifiary oF ftores to the public Vendue office, 
in order to be fold by public out-cty. After having 
lain many months in a damp cellar, where they mult 
have contrattcd a fufficicnt degree of ruft, to render th6 
bell and highefi: polilhed arms in the tower of London, 
unferviceablc •, upon a furvey, by the military Store- 
keeper, he found them to his furprizc, in the good 
condition (notwithllanding the humid air and total neg- 
Jcft of them for fo long a time) which he reprefenred in 
a letter, written officially, but tenderly, to the Board 
of Ordnance, of which the following is a literal ab-. 
ftratt. 

' “ November 27, 1779- I beg leave further to fub* 
** mit another obfervation to the Board, that . the 
“ 21,979 Band of arms, and 40,047 bayonets, ap- 
“ prared on the furvey not to have been in fo bad a 
« Hate as I had at firfl: apprehended j the militia were 
• e fince fupplied from them, and in my opinion, many 
,f more may be made fir for fervicc, as there is an ejlab- 
0t liJhmtnP in this department for repairing them. If it 
«» were the pleafure of the Board, I would recommend 
” it to them to appoint three or four military gentle- 

k , pen 



*f take upon myfelf. to condemn 16 large a 'qliantify'of 
valuable arms, from my oSlvirobtervation] " At all 



T * • % • i.| ■ X' « , \ •* * - ; • , . * j , ; i • > j 

? c ; f'Avdtht.j' Ireafcn which induce* - vie to recomh'avdrthi's^to 

stt+Pnflhi? ' hf'* flip RflJii*// ~ * f 'f AV 


pvcyrpper. apa- nvccjjary, 


-.fJA 'deficiency of; .350$ cartoii6h-bbkes, f \\yh.icfc 
Store-keeper. ■\vas;cbmm added. to ' write. off in Ji is. 'books; 
aKJf-cxegiiltirly .expended on TerVicb; IbgetW/.wi tlf JEiis 
ftfuftl ao comply;, briginiatfed the .•fprtunate:;idea:M ;a ■ 
•general; .’futvey;,. anti: ; that %it: Ihou'lcl -tie. ^continiieUin^ 
rnfaflly/* 

V- 1 .* 

Previous to the fecond annual Survey, January .‘5th, 

1 7 S -in. conlequence of -an order from. t he Boaf-d- of 
.Inspection - to. ^tne Board .of Ordhan.ce, sjtwoi queftions 
-•vyere fent.ln;. circulation ‘;td/rHevmembers -of the;lajt&r 
SoMid,\ i;eyiying:,the ifcdntroveriy, concerning -fthev-adi 
ditional lock, and key of the Stone-keepef; on each ie- 
Operate ftore-rooni^ whjle; . tha.t p.articujar rrQom'.^v.asiUn-* 
^er”examination 9 ana .inftarnly .jwhen it*S; contents, n.yere 
rfunreyed,. the Storeikeeppds:- lock; ••and.-key- tp^be«., taken 
:offjvahd;. 4 eft ; i,n -.die - foie > : charge- 3of.ythe'..;Gorn m iffary* 
,!!-:iWketherthis. be^dboted-asr a~ t {landing-regulation,' 

“with 



*Vwith. "refpe^ to ^ll'Tutiire: furv^s* Arids whether 
«>‘ it 7h'all extend 1 't6 the. lurveys -of - ;all ;fubordinate 

1 pf »t 1 - . r , 

“.magazines r- ••..■.r. . , -v - .-.v, •/;**'. * '> 

i};C61oneJ Watfori,. in a'. minute annexed,* • feemed to: 
liave-ridiculed .the whole ..proceeding, ‘hayihg.obferyetf 
(dpubtlelsV ironicaj jy, _ “Tbat'be.did not under Stand fir. 
‘Iwfat j'etifoh fke 4 ordir.soas giveii, \as~be was ofepmon 
ffjhat/the', Lieutenant ^ Colonel Green < only, can 'bi made 
^ ahfwtrablc for 'deficiencies,- in future,, the .Store-kecpef 
being nominal only? 

i\Mr. Wheler maintained his original-principle on the 
Jubjeft; faid, '** Thata Store- keeper without his .key* 
“ is a contradiction in terms, and that he will venture; 
“to affirm, is not to. he met, with in any other fervice 
“■than' this; therefore, 'he moved that the military 
,H Store-keeperV key, be not- only affixed -to ^ each 
«> apartment, during the furvey, but that it do like- 
wife continue affixed to the fame, when the furvey 
“.of the ; ftores -fhall- be compleated ; by which means 
V- the Store-keeper, will .become anfwerable with : the 
“ .Commififyry, for the property committed to rheic 
.JS charge.” . ...... . .. 

-.r'rMr. 1 Francis concurred with Mr. Wheeler.;. and.Mr.' 
rlavius raddedrlix 'conftitutional, and indeed ihcon- 
tiovertable reafon3 -to iupporc his concurring opinion* 

' '/’i . » •. 

; A ■ circumftance which belongs -more - properly" 1 to s 
• another - place, 'is.-.hqyerthelefs pbtruded now,, by the 
-cdnne^'oh it holds with.ith.er fubjeft- uhdercenfure,\afe a 
iirorig- corroborating evidence- of the dangerous views 
pf : the chief adminiftration inlndm."' * • 

^ \* yiy i »'• i: C f! At.El 



in the kentledge of the Royal^Chariottei* and that 


LUV MUV14H1J) CtUlUUgAV VI IUVII hVHU VY lllUt* 

icdt^Ha^reJ^.,. ifthbugh' ihtfe were not double the nUm-. 
ber remaining in the grand magazine To, prove. that 

£f<prit-r\r\ -^riorrl isM'j jiAiifr ‘ ! ‘^rAlvi lan*r 



Sedf^k^'^^jlbVieltlj^ipTerjfdti^ai^ii i of.wHinKfh^ 
fdUtftftng'affe tfue cobles/ ' * 

» m * . '• 4JI ’ S. . ._ 


;oEv<‘ Sir}' 

- : ' u It ' appearing- -from -the. books-; ot the' Ordnance 

■mB _ ,4 / * • * I ' . * A A • J J ff I ■ 


v~nave peen- lent on - ooara rne imp,- Koyarcnanpttc, 
*ht&{erv€'&$ • kentledge. 1 ani directed* by the Hondrabje 

ii .’.-iliVV.d ; pi-’-, ■>- ™ r,J ' A %q 

?p*P.£ o' : i)^i7‘--r::or.r:b ?r.~z tW-' ,'«.*» : 

^ * . _ . . - r - .»■<• >1. < V. «£ 



altnougti &ught'for a mere tnfleYtpu&lic au&ion. 


^0£?Qfi. 


< 46 ) 

V; the Governor General. atlS Gouncil/'fa/^^jF/ ^y,- 
firm ‘ajfgn’-yturreajons for Fcningdcliyercd fucbynUjkets 
5* for tbifuipsje of kept ledge f 'and to : infonn theBbard, 
‘‘.whether ail or any part bfjth’em ‘have been delivered 
^back 4 nto , 'ftdre w , 

* l l am Sir,; 

. -«*« Your irioft obedient, jfervant. 

■'.'(Signed) !«* JV;P. : A uriol, Secretary 

, • % ' ‘ • . , . ^ * • _ 

■ : In*anfvvcr,.Mr. JLivius lays before the Board a. detail 

of fa&si confident iyith the ftation to whichhe wasre- 
duccd, and a feafonablc rebuke for the inconfiltent ap* 
plication for information, - to a Store-keeper . whom 
that Board has deliberately flapped of. the prerogatives 
of his office, as their application, according J to their 
own . regulations, fhould . have .been fcdely direfted to 
Colonel Green, the Commiflary of Scores, and the ef» 
fcElual Store-keeper. . 

“ Fort-V/ilHam , zgtb January } rygo.. 

"-To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary.” 

"‘‘.Sir, Thave received your letter ofyefterday’s dafef* 
‘•'I .received .no order from the Board of-.Ordnance;io ! 
** ifiue the 5859 ferviceable mufket barrels, •which you 
“inform me , were fent on board the fhip Royal Char- 
“ lotte-j-nor does the Ordnance department (by pofitive 
“ orders from the Governor _ .General : and Council', and by 
* c . the Ordnance fiahding regulations) ifiue an jbutby'iti- - 
* r dentbf tie Storekeeper. It is Therefore out of mypoweF- 
“ to affign reafons,. (for .which you called upon me) riot 
**',ha\'ihg delivered jfuch’ mufket barrels for the] purpoiei' 
‘*p? ken tied ge ,5 , dthey •xerejjfued prithoultny ^noialldgcF 
‘On .reply to yourfecond requifirion, •: whether any r parr * 
‘Chavs been •delivered bdcfc'inrb ftdre” IidorimHTelf the V 

* h'bnor 



( ■ffOr 

“■hobor' to - inclofe a ; copy offc}ibiridbW ; 'oP- ftores'rc- ; 

kUri>ed , ''!F^dLE& ' ' 

ct t arfe-all Xtiifl 1“ h'ave’itny* 'atcSuntofi; 

^'•I arn,' -Sir*, -', ‘j 

-■-;‘"* c Your molt obedient lervant. 

_* v(Signed)';^;Go; Livius, ’['M, f jsj*. K, . 

^MrV’iiviusit that day. ’r^ceived .from Mr^John, Petrie,- 
aftihg Marine Paymafter, "the letter /which is -referred 
toun-the above a iif\ver’tbrMr. : ; Secretary AtiriolL* y\zit r 

5^; : Qccfrg^ ^Livjusi\Xrq\jire,-t M?S.; Ki 
Sir-:- 



r<t ;0 h bbard thee Royal Charlotte. V ....} 

“•'Mufeet faxrtysiferviceabii '‘‘.V.igSW 1, 

“ Dittos ’■ <&r Vj.W \ ?; ujifer-vtceablc 6063 J 

“‘Ordnance iron guns, ,176 

te *Gb'uritryrirou Ihot,-. {tr r Ojceable' > 4053 

u Ditto,' 'wifervfccakk, '. ■/ j 73 l p 

“‘SotnVpigjroD. d rv.7. 

, -5‘ 1 Qh r board .the' Resolution.:,. ; - 

“ ' A quantity;; of fm all iron ken tledge..; 

fam,,Sir, 

; : t<: Your moft obedient fervanu , 

<e ' Marine. Pay-office {figiiedyj. Petrie, A; Mi P/’M. 

-f^th, January* *1786. ** 

T-hii 

• • |V 4 

. ; ■ . • - . *■* ■ 

1 *'The Royal Charlotte was laid op on the sift of the preceding: 
Anguft, ;and Serviceable arm's. continued on board... The rcturn ; js j 
an exaft copy of the indent, by which it was originally received on 
board’ from the marine department. 




bar ffe'ls/ft 6Ved ‘as 'kentledge in.a.Jbipfs hold, ? froth July, 
177S, to February^ 1 7,80, rnufl - have been rendered 
wjfervkeablejznd. that’ in, all probability, they, and 
the,;other (lores, would, .have .remained on board, with- 
out' tHbught or care, with ” the .fliips, had 
not the matter been ^happily.fuggefted. to -afmember. of 
Council, ‘whOj. bntil then’, ..was, a 'ftranger-to.the whole 


clahdeftine management and abufe. 





of fuch 'as conceive upon a fixed principle , of .faith, 
which is become proverbial in that fettlement ’ "that no 

«-t*' 'll '1 \* 1 ^ 1* l £ - 1 1 ’• ‘ -• •* i*ri r n 



nal,- while the a&ors are favoured. by a majority! of Go- 
vernment) is not only the Company’s property expofed, 
but "the very fafety and exifterice of their, poffeffions 
and trade, flaked, to humour the caprice JoFfome 
principal .fervknts,’ and to enrich; themfelves and^theit 
partizans, in Bengal. It is therefore incumbent ; upon 
the' Direftors, as a diftinguifhing proof jaf fidelity :tc 
thetf: ; conftituents,.and loyalty to their country, !ei the: 
to enforce their orders, and afiert their legal , authority-, 
with manly fpirit, or to fink under the, Influence ^cor- 
ruption, and yield up their mock-power to' theminifters 
of their own creation abroad ; faking Tpecial care, in 
order to be confiftent throughout, to difmifs from their 
fervictv as un worthy’ of public confidence, thofe,. whole . 
privatewitiues, ha ye- dared to Be publickly -honeft, ; and 
who, c with becoming’ deference, have endeavoured by 
indefatigable alliduity .and unremitting pains, to main- 
tain 1 -the.-authprrty of; the Company, and the'disnifvand 
hpnbf ^f: the lBniSH"nati 6 n 7 n / Hihdoft' 4 ri',’ 




EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 

‘I'L-it Dy it ftiblifotd, Price 7 w o Shilling:, 

T HE ORIGIN and AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE of the 
prefent MARRATTA WAR, and alfo of the late RO- 
H 1 LLA WAR, in 1773 and 1774 5 whereby the Ealt India Com- 
pany’s Troops (as Mercenaries) exterminated that brave Nation, 
and openly drove them for Afylum and Exiflcncc into the Domi- 
nions of their former mod inveterate Enemies. To which is added. 
The Unaccountable Proceedings in the Ordnance and Military 
^Store-Keeper’s Office in Bengal. — Printed for J. Almon and J. Dc- 
brett, oppofitc Burlington Houfc, Piccadilly. 

OF WHOM MAY BE HAD, 

AUTHENTIC ABSTRACTS of MINUTES in the SU- 
PREME COUNCIL of BENGAL, on the late Contracts for 
Draught and Carriage Bullocks, for victualling the European 
Troops, and for victualling Fort William ; the Augmentation of 
General Sir Eyre Coote’s Appointment, and Continuation of Bri- 
gadier General Stiblicrt’s Emoluments, though fuperfeded in the 
Chief Command; and a remarkable Treaty, ofienfive and defen- 
five, with the Ranah of Goliud, a Marratta. Price is. 6d. 

The RIGHT, INTEREST, and DUTY of GOVERNAIENT, 
as concerned in the AFFAIRS of the EAST INDIES. The Cafe 
as Hated and Argument upon it as lirft. written, by Gov. Pow- 
nall, M. P. in 1773, now revifed. Price is. 6d. 

In the PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, a Work that con- 
tains the fulled Account of the Debates and Proceedings in both 
Houfes of Parliament, will be found the various Debates on the 
Affairs of the Eafl-India Company; whenever they have been 
brought before Parliament. Very lately were printed in this Work, 
the Petitions of the Britilh Subjects in Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia. 
Alfo the Petition of Warren Haitings, Philip Francis, and Edward 
Wheeler, Efquircs. With the much admired Speeches of General 
Smith, Boughton Roufc, Efq. See. upon referring the laid Petitions 
to a Committee. The firft Volume of the prefent Sclfion is rinifhed, 
and may be had, half bound, Price 6s. 6d. The fccond Volume 
will be finiflied in a few Weeks. 

The CASE of the GOVERNOR and COUNCIL of MA- 
DRASS, fairly Hated. With Obfervations and Remarks on both 
Parties. Price ts. 6d. 

A COLLECTION of all the TREATIES of PEACE, ALLI- 
ANCE, and COMMERCE, between GREAT BRITAIN and 
other POWERS. In two Volumes, Price 14s. In this Collection 
is included, the Treaty between the Englifh and Dutch Ealt-India 
Companies in 1619. Alfo the Order and Regulation of the two 
Companies, concerning the faid Treaty. 

CONSIDERATIONS on INDIA AFFAIRS; particularly re- 
fpeCting the prefent State of Bengal, and its Dependencies. To 
which is prefixed, a Map of thofc Countries, from actual Surveys. 
By Wx lliam Bolts, Price 12s. 



